APPENDIX B

State Summaries

This appendix shows, for each state plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands, how well the jurisdiction protects a family’s basic income and assets from
seizure by creditors and debt collectors. It analyzes the jurisdiction’s exemption laws from
the perspective of a consumer who is supporting two children and working full-time at
minimum wage. It includes the overall grade for the state, and the grades for each of the
five elements we rate: protection of a living wage, the home, a car, a basic amount in a bank

account, and household goods.
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ALABAMA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

Statute protects only the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times the federal
minimum wage. However, the state
constitution provides a $1,000 wildcard for
personal property, and a state appellate
decision, Renter's Realty v. Smith, 322 So. A
3d 1060 (Ala. Ct. App.2000), holds that
this can be applied to exempt up to $1,000
in wages in the hands of the debtor's
employer. Advocates report that this
exemption is being widely applied.

Ala. Const.

Weekly wages of... $1,000 Art.X.§ 204

Ala.Code This is 8% of the median home value in the F
§ 6-10-2 state.

The only exemptions available for a car
are a $9,400 statutory wildcard,* adjusted
triennially for inflation, and a $1,000 D
constitutional wildcard. This uses all but
$1,000 of these wildcards.

This uses the remainder of the wildcards.
Inre Lively, 583 B.R.534 (Bankr. M.D.

Ala. 2017), the court treated the statutory
Abank account $1000 Ala.Code wildcard as available to protect a sum c
worth... ’ § 6-10-6 of money that a state court was holding

for the debtor, soit appears that it can
probably be used to protect a bank
account.

A home worth... $18,800

Ala. Code

A car worth... $9,400 §6-10-6

If the wildcards are used to protect a
Household No Ala.Code $9,400 car and $1,000 in a bank account, F
goods worth... protection § 6-10-6 nothing will be left to protect household
goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ALASKA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Alaska Stat.
§%g gg %ggo State protects $743 (adjusted biennially
Weekly wages of... $743 Alas.ka A dmi’n for inflation) if the debtor is the sole c
Codetit 8 " | support of a household.
§95.030
$72.900 Alaska Stat.
Ah (adjusted § 09'38'01(.); This is 19% of the median home value in
ome worth... SO Alaska Admin. F
biennially for . the state.
inflation) Gt
§95.030
cfr“\;\/oof;?hlzp Alaska Stat.
t0$27000 § 09.38.020;
A car worth... (@ djuéte d Alaska Admin. | Earmarked exemption. F
biennially for 20556 3;08 ’
inflation) ’
For aperson
W;;::Ot §A Ioags g%sotgé_ Earmarked exemption. It also appears that
A bank account o ulagrj Alask.a A dmin, wages remain exempt after payment. Inre C
worth... 9 AMIN- | Henrickson, 2007 WL 703620 (Bankr. D.
ST, Codetit.8, | A\ skaMar.5,2007)
$2,970is §95.030 o )
protected
$4,050 Alaska Stat.
Household (adjusted SUREEE, .
et Alaska Admin. | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... biennially for Code it 8
inflation) §95030

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ARIZONA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 60 times the applicable
Ariz.Rev. minimum wage (federal, state ($14.70/
Stat. Ann.§§ | hr.), or local, whichever is highest), or 90%
Weekly wages of... $682 12-159810(F), | of wages. Protection may beincreased B
33-1131 to0 95% in case of “extreme economic
hardship” to debtor or family.
Ariz.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 100% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $425200 | - 5331101 | the state. A
$16,000 .
A car worth... ($26,700 if Ariz. Rev. Statt Earmarked exemption. B
. Ann. § 33-1125
disabled)
Abank account Ariz. Rev. Stat. .
worth... $5,400 Ann.§ 331126 Earmarked exemption. B
Household Ariz. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $16,000 Ann.§ 331123 Earmarked exemption. C

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ARKANSAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Ark.Code Ann 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $330 ' " | minimum wage, but since worker will be D
§16-66-208 . o
paid at the state minimum wage, $11/hour,
75% of that will be $330.

Nodollarcap | Ark.Const.art.
if married 9,8§§34,5. Ark.
or head of Code Ann. §
household 16-66-210

A home worth... Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A

The only exemption available for acaris a
A car worth... $500 $500 wildcard* for a head of household. F
This uses all of that wildcard.

If the wildcard is used to protect a $500

vAv:ft?\k B rotlzgtion car, nothing will be left to protect a bank F
P account.

If the wildcard is used to protect a
H::ds:r\:\z:?th rotl;lgtion $500 car, nothing will be left to protect F
g P household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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CALIFORNIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 80% of disposable
Cal.Civ earnings or 48 times the state minimum
Weekly wages of... $792 Proc.Code wage ($1.6 SUSL deptp rearns more C
§706.050 than 48 times the state minimum wage,
’ 40% of the amount in excess of 48 times
the state minimum wage can be seized.
Median home
value in county
or $?’61’O76‘ Cal i This is 95% of the average median home
Ahome worth... whichever Proc.Code | " " state B
is greater, §704.730 ’
capped at
$722,507
8,625 .
(f djl:ISte d Cal.Civ. .
A car worth... S Proc.Code | Earmarked exemption. D
triennially for
) . §704.010
inflation)
$2,244 self-
executing
protection;in
addition, 100%
of wages Cal.Civ.
A bank account . . .
worth remainexempt | Proc.Code | Earmarked self-executing exemption. B
after deposit §704.220
if garnished
before deposit;
otherwise
75% exempt
Ordinary and reasonably necessary
Cal.Civ household goods are exempt. ltems of
Household L extraordinary value may be sold, but the
Nodollarcap | Proc.Code . . A
goods worth... portion of the proceeds that is needed to
§704.020 . .
purchase areplacement item of ordinary
value is exempt.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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COLORADO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Colo. Rev. Stat State protects 40 times state minimum
Weekly wages of... $592.40 S " | wage of $14.810r 80% of disposable D
§13-54-104 |. i .
income, whichever is greater.
$250,000
A home worth ($350,000 | Colo.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 44% of the median home value in D
elderor §38-41-201 | the state.
disabled)
15,000
($25,000 Colo. Rev. Stat. .
Acarworth... itelderty.on §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption. B
disabled)
A bank account Colo. Rev. Stat. ,
worth... $2,500 §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption
Household Colo. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $6,000 §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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CONNECTICUT

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Conn. Gen. Stat. | State protects 75% or 40 times the state
Weekly wages of... $654 §52-361a(f) | minimum wage of $16.35 c
Conn.Gen. Stat. | This is 63% of the median home valuein
A home worth... $250000 | "¢ 55 amoni) | the state. C
Conn. Gen. . .
Acar worth... $8,000 Stat. §§ 52- Z:;fotrigg'&?;Zg%%%ﬂg;zrrﬁe? D
352b(j), (1) P ’ '
Abank account Conn. Gen. Stat. . .
worth... $1,000 §52-376b Earmarked self-executing protection B
Household Conn. Gen. Stat.
Nodollarcap | §§52-352a, | “Necessary”furniture, appliances, etc. A
goods worth... 52-352b(a)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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DELAWARE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Del. Code Ann State protects 85% of wages. Since
Weekly wages of... $450.50 tit ’ 10,§ 4913 " | worker will be paid at state minimum wage, D
T $15/hour, 85% of that will be $510.
A $500
wildcard* for
A home worth theheadofa | Del. Code Ann. | Thisis 01% of the median home value in F
familycanbe | tit.10,§4903 | the state.
appliedtoa
homestead
The only exemption available for a car is
Del. Code Ann. | a$500 wildcard, available only if it is not
A carworth... $500 tit. 10,84903 | applied to the home. This uses all of the F
wildcard.
Bank
A bank account c&:l;r?r?cljp :)Z Del. Code Ann. A
worth... e tit. 10, §3502(b)
Delaware
If the wildcard is used to protect a
Hg:::hc::dth " otggti - I?[ﬁl.1%o§:§)n; " | $500 car, nothing will be left to protect F
g worth... P Y household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Jurisdiction protects 40 times the DC.
minimum wage of $17.95/hour. If the
DC.Code §§ | debtor makes more than this, the creditor
Weeklywages of... Sk 16-572,16-572a | can garnish 25% of the wages over that c
amount. More can be exempted upon
showing of undue hardship.
No dollar
capif debtor DC.Code §
A home worth... sthehead | 15-501@)14) | ullvalueof thehome. A
of afamily
This combines an earmarked exemption
$10,500 of $2,575 with an $850 wildcard* that
A car worth if debtor D.C.Code § 15- | is available to the head of a family and c
is head of 501(a)(1), @)(3) | $7,075 of asecond $8,075 wildcard that
afamily is available if the debtor does not use the
homestead exemption.
A bank account $1000 DC.Code§ | This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of c
worth... ’ 15-501(a)(3) | the second wildcard.
$425/item/
$8,625
Household aggregate DC.Code § .
goods worth... ifdebtor | 15-501(a)() | Carmarkedexemption. D
is head of
a family

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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FLORIDA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For head of household, the first $750
Fla. Stat. is exempt; amounts over $750 may be
IR RS G i §22211 | garnished only if debtor has agreedin C
writing.
Fla. Const. art.
A home worth... Nodollarcap | X,§4(a)(1); Fla. | Limiton number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
Stat.§ 222.05
This combines an earmarked exemption
Fla. Const. of $5,000 with a $1,000 constitutional
art.X,§(4)(a) | wildcard* and $3,000 of a $4,000
Acarworthi: $9,000 (2);Fla. Stat. | statutory wildcard that is available to a D
§§222.25 debtor who does not claim or benefit from
the state homestead exemption.
This makes use of the remaining $1,000
of the statutory wildcard. Inre Rodale, 452
B.R.290 (Bankr. M.D.Fla.2011) treats a
HaComiat “financial account” as “personal property”
A batr;‘k account $1,000 )élg (g:;?)g;; that can be protected by the $4,000 C
worth... 222'1 1 22'2 o5 wildcard. See also In re Abbott, 408 B.R.
R 903 (Bankr. S.D.Fla.2009) (applying
the wildcard exemption to a checking
account).
Fla. Const. There is no earmarked exemption. If the
Household No art.X,§(4)(a) | wildcards are used to protect a $5,000 car F
goods worth... protection (2);Fla.Stat. | and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing will
§§222.25 be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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GEORGIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Ga. Code Ann State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 § 18-4-5 " | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
Ga.Code Ann. | Thisis 6% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... $21,500 §44-134 . F
Ga.Code Ann The only exemption available for acaris a
A car worth... $4,000 : " | $5,000 wildcard.* This uses all but $1,000 F
§ 4441341 :
of the wildcard.
Since the wildcard can be used only for
“real or personal property,” it is unclear
A bank account No Ga.Code Ann. | whether any part of it can be applied to F
worth... protection § 441341 protect a bank account, so the remaining
$1,000 of the wildcard will be applied to
household goods.
Household Ga. Code Ann. . . .
goodsworth... $1,000 § 44131 This uses the remainder of the wildcard. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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HAWAII

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects all but 5% of the first $100 in
Haw. Rev. Stat wages, all but 10% of next $100, and all but
Weekly wages of... $473 §6 5 24) ('a) ( 4)' 20% of remainder. Calculation assumes D
40 hours at state minimum wage ($14/
hour).
$30,000
A home worth for head Haw. Rev. Stat. | Thisis 3% of the median home value in the F
of family §651-92 state.
orelder
Haw. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $2,575 §6511221(2) Earmarked exemption. F
A bank account No F
worth... protection
REIEEEE No dollar caj s A S All necessary furnishings, appliances, etc
goods worth... Pl s651121(1) ry gs,app etc.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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IDAHO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

Idaho Code | State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 Ann. §§ 11- 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F

207, 11-712 minimum wage.

Idaho Code NI : ]
A home worth... $175,000 §§ 11001 This is 39% of the median home value in D

the state.
to 111003
Idaho Code § | This combines a $10,000 earmarked
Acarworth... $1,500 11-605(3), (10) | exemption with a $1,500 wildcard.* c
None, but
A bank account waggs Idaho Code There is r)o earmgrked exempthn, anq the
orth remain §11-713 wildcard is unavailable because it applies F
w exempt after only to tangible personal property.
deposit

Household $7500 Idaho Code | Earmarked exemption: $750 for any single D
goods worth... ’ §11-605(1) item, capped at $7,500 in the aggregate.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ILLINOIS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
7351ll. Comp.

Stat. §5/12- | State protects 85% of gross wages or 45
Weekly wages of... $675 803;7401ll. | times the federal or state minimum wage C

Comp. Stat. ($15/hour).

§170/4
PPYS ; ;

A home worth... $50,000 7351ll. Comp. | Thisis 18% of the median home value in F

Stat. §5/12-901 | the state.
This combines an earmarked exemption of

73511l. Comp. . .
$3,600 (increased from $2,400 effective
Acar worth... $6,600 Stat. §5/12- |7 "5 006) with $3.000 of 4 $4,000 D
1001(b), (c) wildcard.”

This makes use of the remaining $1,000
of the second wildcard. This amount is

Abank account e It automatically protected, but only until the
$1,000 Stat. § 5/12- . : C
worth... 1001(b) return date of the garnishment, at which
time the judgment debtor must claim the
exemption or loseit.
All
household
goods are
ST All household goods are exempt, but
but may 7351ll. Comp. ) S
Household . creditor may seek court permission to levy
obtaincourt | Stat.§5/12- . ; A
goods worth... L onitem worth more than $5,000 (effective
permission 1001(b)
Jan.1,2026)
tolevyon
item worth
more than
$5,000

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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INDIANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

Weekly wages of...

A home worth...

A car worth...

A bank account
worth...

Household
goods worth...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Ind.Code § 75% of wages or 30 times the federal
$217.50 ) minimum wage, except that garnishment F
24-45-5105
can be reduced to as low as 10% of wages
upon a showing of good cause.
Ind. Code §§
$22,750 34-55-10-2(c),
(adjusted 34-55-10-2.5, | Thisis 9% of the median home value in the F
everyByears | 34-55-10-14; | state.
forinflation) | 750 Ind. Admin.
Code § 1-11
The only exemption available for acaris a
$1100 Ind. Code § 34- | $12,100 wildcard* (adjusted every 6 years c
’ 55-10-2(c)(2) | forinflation) for tangible personal property.
This uses all but $1,000 of the wildcard.
$450 Ind. Code §34-
(adjusted 55-10-2(c)(3); .
every6years | 750 Ind. Admin. SEEEE SEm e F
for inflation) Code § 1-1-1
Ind. Code § 34- | Thereis no earmarked exemption. This

$1,000

55-10-2(c)(2)

uses the remaining $1,000 of the wildcard.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of

the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center
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IOWA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For debts arising from consumer contract,
the state protects 75% of disposable
lowa Code earnings or 40 times the federal minimum
Weekly wages of... $290 §§537.5105, | wage.Inaddition there is an annual cap: F
642.21 for a debtor at the poverty level the cap is
$1,500 per year, and wage seizure can be
reduced in case of hardship.
A home worth... No dollar cap Iogvggozde Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
lowa Code This combines a $7,000 earmarked
LA 000 §6276(9) | exemption with a$1,000 wildcard.* D
A bank account None lowa Code § F
worth... 642.21(3)
Household lowa Code .
goods worth... $7,000 §626.6(5) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center
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KANSAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

Kan. Stat. Ann State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 s 6 0_2é 10 " | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.

Kan. Stat. Ann.

A home worth... No dollar cap §60-2301 Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
Kan. Stat. Ann. .

A car worth... $20,000 § 60-2304(c) Earmarked exemption. A

A bank account No F

worth... protection

Household No dollar ca Kan. Stat. Ann. | Allreasonably necessary household A

goods worth... P | §60-2304(a) |goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




KENTUCKY

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Ky.Rev. Stat State protects just the federal minimum,
.Rev. . o )
Weekly wages of... $217.50 Ann.§ 427010 75 /o of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
Ky.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 2% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... $5000 | , §427060 | state. F
Ky. Rev.
A car worth... $2,500 Stat. Ann.§ Earmarked exemption. F
427.010(1)
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Ky.Rev.
Hou:eholdth $3,000 Stat. Ann.§ | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... 427010(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




LOUISIANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
La. Rev. Stat State protects just the federal minimum,
.Rev. . o )
Weekly wages of... $217.50 Ann. § 13:3881 75 /o of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
$35,000
(100% of
value for
expenses
of certain
: La. Rev. Stat. P2 ] !
A home worth... gatastroph|c Ann.§§ 2011, Thisis 16% of the median home value in F
illness; may the state.
: 13:38511
not be seized
for consumer
credit card
debt, butlien
is created)
$7’.5.O o La.Rev.
(additional Stat. Ann
A car worth... $7,500if : . Earmarked exemption. D
§13:3881(A)
adapted for (7).(8)
disability) ’
A bank account No F
worth... protection
La. Rev. Stat.
Household Ann.§§ Extensive list of household goods used by
goods worth... NoEalEmE 13:3881(A) debtor or family. A
(3), (A)(4)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of

the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




MAINE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
. State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
MEITBIFEY the state minimum wage of $14.65/hour
Weekly wages of... $586 Stat. Ann. it. he federal minimum it D
9-A§5105(2) or t. e federal minimum wage, whichevel
is higher.
$188,550
for elder,
disabled,
orif minor
dependents
reside with
debtor
($94,300 | Me.Rev. Stat. - . .
Ahomeworth... | individual; for | Ann.tit. 14, ihists S9%ofthe median home valuein C
jointowners, | §4422(1) ’
the greater of
$894,300 or
the debtor’s
ownership
share
multiplied by
$188,550)
Me. Rev. Stat. . . .
. This combines an earmarked exemption of
Acar worth... SEA0Y < ffé'éﬁgfﬁ’@ $11,800 with a $600 wildcard.* C
vAv:;:l‘l-(“account $3,550 Earmarked exemption. C
Household goods are exempt without
an aggregate dollar cap; thereis acap
H No A Rey. Stat. of $500 per item for most items, but if
ousehold Ann. tit. 14,
goods worth... aggregate §4422(3) the debfcor does not use the homestegd _ A
dollar cap ©),(8). (1 6’) exemption a $6,000 wildcard exemptionis
e available and can be used to protect more
expensive items.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




MARYLAND

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Md. Code Ann. o .
Weekly wages of... $450 Com. Law State prote.c'Fs 75% of wages or 30 times D
the state minimum wage of $15/hour.
§15.6011
$6,000
wildcard* Md. Code Ann. 10 . .
A home worth... canbe Cts. & Jud. ;’tr:f e|s1 % of the median home value in the F
appliedto Proc.§11-504 ’
real property
The only exemption available for a car
Md.Code Ann. | . . . . .
isa $6,000 wildcard that is available if
A carworth... el Cts. & Jud. Proc. the debtor does not use the homestead D
§11-504(b)(5) .
exemption.
Md. Code Ann. .
vAv b:lt?‘k account $500 Cts. & Jud. Proc. :Xti]c)otizilf—executlng earmarked C
orth... §11-504(b)(5) ption.
Household Md. Code Ann.
ds worth $1,000 Cts. &Jud. Proc. | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... §11-504(b)(4)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




MASSACHUSETTS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Mass. Gen. State protects 85% of gross wages or 50
Weekly wages of... $750 Laws Ch. times the greater of the federal or state C
246,§28 minimum wage ($15/houir).
Mass. Gen. Tr o : ,
A home worth... $1,000,000 Laws Ch. Thisis 165% of the median home valuein A
(if declared) the state.
188,81
Mass. Gen. This combines an earmarked exemption of
A car worth... $13,500 Laws Ch.235, | $7,500 with $1,000 of ageneral wildcard* C
§§34(16), (17) | and $5,000 of certain unused exemptions.
Mass. Gen.
A bank account Laws Ch. 235, . .
T $2,500 §34(15), Ch. Earmarked self-executing exemption. B
246,§ 28A
Household Mass. Gen.
oods worth $15,000 Laws Ch.235, | Earmarked exemption. C
g §34(1),(2), (12)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




MICHIGAN

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Mich.Comp. | 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $374.40 Laws § minimum wage. Since worker will be paid D
600.5311 at state minimum wage, $12.48/hour, 75%
of that will be $374.40.

Mich. Comp.
Laws §§ 10 . .
A home worth... $3500 6006023, ;’tr:f e|s1 % of the median home value in the F
600.6024, ’
559.214

Earmarked exemption for a motor
Mich.Comp. | vehicle “to enable a personto carryon

A car worth... $1,000 Laws the profession, trade, occupation, or F
§600.6023(1) | businessin which the personis principally
engaged.”

Abank account No F
worth... protection

Mich. Comp.
Houdsef‘:\:)l:ith $1,000 Laws § Earmarked exemption. F
goods worih... 600.6023(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




MINNESOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
. State protects 40 times the state
Minn. Stat. §§ . .
Weekly wages of.. $445 550.37(13), m|n|r_num wage of $11.13/h9ur, with e_lmount D
garnishable above that going up asincome
571.922
goes up.
$510,000
($1,200,000 .
Minn. Stat. §§ . o . .
A home worth... for_afarm), 510,01, 510.02, This is 148% of the median home value in A
adjusted the state.
o 550.37(12)
biennially
for inflation
$10,000
($100,000if
modified for .
A car worth... disability), AL S (S Earmarked exemption. C
) 550.37(12a)
adjusted
biennially
for inflation
A bank account None Minn. Stat. § F
worth... 550.37(13)
$12,510
Household (adjusted Minn. Stat. § .
goods worth... biennially for 550.37(4) ST ST e, D
inflation)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




MISSISSIPPI

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Miss. Code State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 ! 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
Ann. § 85-3-4 -
minimum wage.
Miss. Code /YR ] .
Ahome worth... $75000 | Ann.§85-3- mss'tsafe%"f themedian home valuein D
21,85-3-1(d) ’
Miss. Code The only exemption available for a car
A car worth... $9,000 Ann § 85-31 isa$10,000 wildcard.” This uses all but D
' $1,000 of the wildcard.
There is no earmarked exemption for a
bank account, and a Mississippi Supreme
A bank account None Miss. Code Court decision, Cartwright v. Deposit Guar. F
worth... Ann.§ 85-3-1 | Nat|Bank, 675 So. 2d 847 (Miss. 1996),
holds that the wildcard cannot be used to
protect a bank account.
. If the wildcard is used to protect a $9,000
H::ds:f‘:;::?th rotggtion A'\:';’séggd;_ ;| car and $1000 in abank account, nothing F
g P ’ will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




MISSOURI

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of wages for head of
Mo. Rev.Stat. | family. Since worker will be paid at state
IR RS G S §525.030 | minimum wage, $13.75/hour, 90% of that D
willbe $495.
Mo.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 6% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... $15,000 §5(3475 | state. F
This combines an earmarked exemption of
Mo.Rev. Stat. | $3,000 with a $600 general wildcard,* an
§§513.430(1) | additional $1,250 wildcard that is available
Acarworth... $5.550 (3), (M (B), to adebtor whois the head of a household, D
513440 and two exemptions of $350 that are
available for each dependent child.
A bank account
worth... NS F
Household Mo. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $3,000 §513430(1)(1) Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




MONTANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Mont.Code | 75% of wages or 30 times federal

Weekly wages of... $317 Ann. § 25- minimum wage. Since worker will be paid D
13-614 at state minimum wage, $10.55/hour, 75%
of that will be $316.50.

Mont. Code A GYED) ] :

Ahome worth... $409450 | Ann.§§70-32- mss'tsaff % of the median home valuein B
101,70-32-104 ’

Mont. Code

A car worth... $4,000 Ann. §25- Earmarked exemption. F
13-609(2)
A bank account
None
worth... F
$7,000 Mont. Code

Household ’ ;
goods worth... aggregate; Ann. §25- Earmarked exemption. D

$1250/item 13-609(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




NEBRASKA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 85% of wages for head of
Neb. Rev. Stat. | household. Since worker will be paid at
HeSivigaose i GASE §25-1558 state minimum wage, $13.50/hour, 85% of D
that will be $459.
Neb. Rev. State NI : ,
A home worth... $120,000 §§ 40101, This is 46% of the median home value in D
the state.
40-102
$10,940 (to
be adjusted
e fuEie s Nl e This combines an earmarked exemption of c
A car worth... every five §8§ 25-1556(4), ) . N
TS 254550 $5,970 with $4,970 of a $5,970 wildcard.
beginning
in2023)
A bank account s, st e This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
th e §§254552, |6 wildcard C
worth... 254560 :
$3,582
(adjusted
Household fz\r:rf;afklc;n Neb. Rev. Stat. Earmarked exemption F
goods worth... §25-1556(4) '
years
beginning
in2023)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




NEVADA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
o .
HeSivigaose i HEEEIED ?%2;0222(;) will be paid at state minimum wage, $12/ D
9)SLe992 | hour, 82% of that will be $393.60.
Nev.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 133% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $605,000 SH5010 | thestate A
Nev. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $15,000 §21090(1)(f) Earmarked exemption. B
This makes use of a $400 self-executing
A bank account Nev. Rev. Stat. protection, plus a $10,000 wildcard.*
$10400 | §§21.090(1)(g) " , B
worth... In addition, wages remain exempt after
(2),(2),21105 .
deposit.
Household Nev. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $12,000 §21090(1)(b) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




NEW HAMPSHIRE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
N.H.Rev. Stat. | State protects 50 times the federal
Weeklywages of... $362.50 Ann.§512:21 | minimum wage. D
N.H.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 26% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $120,000 Ann.§4801 | thestate. D
This combines an earmarked exemption
of $10,000 with a $1,000 general
wildcard.” In addition, a second wildcard
consists of up to $7,000 of certain unused
MR exemptions. If the debtor does not use
Acar worth... $15,000 Stat Amn.§ | pons. o B
511:2(XVI), (XVII) the $5,000 exemption for tools of the
’ ’ trade, that amount will be available for
this second wildcard. If the debtor uses
$4,000 of this second wildcard, a car
worth $15,000 can be protected.
ank account This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
th $1.000 Stat. Ann. § the second wildcard C
Lo 511:2 (XVII) '
N.H. Rev. Stat.
Household $3,500 Ann.§511:2(Il) | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... to (VI), (XX)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




NEW JERSEY

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of wages if under
N.J. Stat. Ann. | 250% of poverty. Since worker will be paid
IR RS G tres § 2A:17-56 at state minimum wage, $15.49/hour, 90% D
of that will be $557.64.
No
A home worth... T F
N.J.Stat. Ann. | The only exemption available for acaris a
A carworth... $1,000 § 2A:17419 $1,000 wildcard* for all personal property. F
A bank account No N.J. Stat. Ann. F
worth... protection § 2A:17419
Household N.J. Stat. Ann. .
goods worth... $1,000 § 2A:26-4 Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




NEW MEXICO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
Weekly wages of... $480 NS the highest applicable minimum wage. D
§35-12-7 . i
State minimum wage is $12/hour.
N.M.Stat. Ann. | Thisis 54% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $150,000 §42100 | the state. C
This combines an earmarked exemption
N.M. Stat. Ann. | of $10,000 with $10,000 of a $15,000
A car worth... $20,000 §§ 42-10, personal property wildcard* that is A
4241010 available to a debtor who does notown a
homestead.
This makes use of $2,400 from a second
A bank account N.M. Stat. Ann. $15’000. W'ldca.rd’ rr STy o Vel oy
th $2,400 § 42104 adepository or investment account. By B
worti... statute, this $2,400 protection is self-
executing.
Uses $75,000 earmarked exemption for
household goods and furnishings, plus the
Hg::::z:fth $80,000 N"‘gf;tbﬁ”” remaining $5,000 of the $15,000 personal | B
g property wildcard* that is available for a
person who does not claim a homestead.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




NEW YORK

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of gross wages, or
30 times the federal or state minimum
wage ($16.50/hourin NYC area, lessiin
NY.CPLR. other Iocathns). In addition, state does
§5231:NY. not allow seizure of the wages of a person
Weekly wages of... $594 Soc S,er;/ ’ who receives public assistance, or would D
- ’ be qualified to receive public assistance
Law§137-a | . :
if the amount of the wage seizure were
deducted from their earnings. Percentage
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage.
$204,825 for
10 counties
iNnNYC area,
lessforother | NY.CPL.R.§§ | Thisis 28% of the median home value in
AEOUE counties; 5206,5253 | those counties. D
adjusted
triennially
for inflation
$6,825 NY. CPLR This combines an earmarked exemption
(adjusted | of $5,500 with a wildcard* of $1,325 that is
A carworth... e §§5205(a) : D
triennially available to a debtor who does not use the
At (8),(9),5253 .
for inflation) homestead exemption.
A self-executing protection for a bank
account containing 240 times the greater
vAv:ft:k account $3,960 N'g gZPZIéR of the federal or state minimum wage. The A
minimum wage is $16.50/hour for in the
NYC area, $15.50 in other locations.
Household NY.CPLR. State protects an extensive |IStl of goods,
oods worth Nodollarcap | §5205(a)(1) including all stoves, home heating A
g to (5),5253 equipment, furniture, and one refrigerator.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NORTH CAROLINA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Wages earned within previous 60 days are
Allwages N.C. Gen. . .
Weekly wages of... SETH Stat. § 1-362 exempt .|f necessary for debtor's support A
of afamily.
$35,000
($60,000
A home worth forcertain | N.C.Gen. Stat. § | Thisis 11% of the median home value in the F
elderly 1C-1601(a)(1), (e) | state.
surviving
spouses)
This combines an earmarked exemption
N.C. Gen. Stat. .
of $3,500 with all but $1,000 of a $5,000
A carworth... $7.500 § 1((32_;6;2)1 (a) wildcard* that is available to a debtor who D
’ does not use the homestead exemption.
N.C.Gen.
81000 | S8 e
A bank account (deposited P 9 | This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
wages earned : C
worth... wages also ithi the wildcard.
rotected) B[S
P 60 days),
1C-1601(a)(2)
Earmarked exemption of $5,000 plus two
Hou:ehOId h $7,000 é\l i%_%e& (2;[?:) exemptions of $1,000 (one for each of two D
goods worth... dependent children).

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




NORTH DAKOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
Weekly wages of... $330 N§DSC2:-e(;]s; 1?83 © | the federal minimum wage, plus $20 per D
’ dependent.
N.D.Cent.Code | This is 56% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $150,000 §4718-01 | the state. C
N.D.Cent This combines an earmarked exemption
Co.de' s§ 22'3_ of $10,000 with $5,000 of a $7,500
A car worth... $20,000 22.031(). (2) wildcard* thatis available to the head of A
28-é2-65 > | ahousehold, and $5,000 of a $25,000in
lieu of homestead wildcard.*
This makes use of $3,000 of a $25,000
. bat?‘k Sgzellt $3,000 l\égg?zegfo%?g;a wildcard* that is available to a person who C
el ’ does not claim a homestead.
Household $19.500 N.D. Cent. Code | This makes use of the remainder of the
goods worth... ’ §28-22-031(1) | two wildcards.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OHIO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Ohio Rev. 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $321 Code Ann.§ | minimum wage. Since worker will be paid D
2329.66(A)(13) | at state minimum wage, $10.70/hour, 30
times that will be $321.
$182,625
A home worth (adjusted Ohio Rev. Code | Thisis 76% of the median home value in B
triennially | Ann.§2329.66 | the state.
for inflation)
$5,025 Ohio Rev.
(adjusted Code Ann.§§ .
A car worth... trisnnially 2320.66(A)(2), Earmarked exemption. D
for inflation) 2329.661(B)
$625 OhioRev.
A bank account (adjusted Code Ann. §§ . .
worth... triennially 232966(A)(3), Earmarked self-executing exemption. C
for inflation) 2329.661(B)
$16,850
aggn:oggte, Ohio Rev.
Household peritem Crslsii gy Earmarked exemption C
goods worth... i 2329.66(A)(4), '
o 2329.661(B)
triennially
for inflation)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




OKLAHOMA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Weekly wages of... $217.50 tit. 12, § 1171 tit. | > 9 F
minimum wage, but court can protect
318§§1(18),11 . .
more in case of hardship.
No dollar
cap, except
that urban
homestead
is capped
at$5,000 | Okla.Stat. Ann. |, . .
A home worth... if loss than tit. 31,68 1,2 Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
75% of
parcelis
used as
principal
residence
Okla. Stat. Ann. .
A car worth... $7,500 tit. 31.§1(13) Earmarked exemption. D
A bank account None Okla. Stat. Ann. F
worth... tit. 31,§1(18)
Household No dollar ca Okla. Stat. Ann. | Allhousehold furniture, including a A
goods worth... P it 31,§1(3),(6) | personal computer.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OREGON

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects the greater of 75% of
wages or, as of Jan. 1,2025, $305/week.
Or.Rev. Stat
Weekly wages of... $489 § 18 385 " | Since worker will be paid at state minimum D
’ wage ($16.30/hour in Portland metro
area), 75% of that will be $489.
Or.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 30% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $150,000 §18.395 N D
Or. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $10,000 §18.345(1)(a) Earmarked exemption. C
A bank account Ol e Sitzi, Self-executing $2,500 earmarked
worth £ 2500 SSi:sas(l) exemption adjusted annually for inflation B
(p),18.348 ’
Household Or.Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $3,000 §18.345()(f) Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




PENNSYLVANIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages 42 Pa.Cons. .
Weekly wages of... exempt for Stat. Ann. :LﬁﬁﬁgfxﬁgggT;g%%?gi;g%‘ggg A
most debts §8127 J P ’
42 Pa.Cons. | A$300 wildcard* can be applied to home,
A home worth... $300 Stat. Ann. representing 1% of the median home value F
§8123 in the state.
42 Pa.Cons. | The only exemption available for acaris
A car worth... $300 Stat. Ann. the $300 wildcard, but it is automatically F
§8123 applied to abank account.
Abank account No 42Pa.Cons. | By court.rule, the $300 wildcardis '
worth protection Stat. Ann. automatically applied to protect $300ina D
§8123 bank account.
Household No 42 Pa.Cons. | Ifthewildcardis usedto protecta
d th rotection Stat. Ann. $300 car, nothing will be left to protect F
goods wortn... P § 8123 household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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PUERTORICO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
PR Laws Ann 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $315 o " | minimum wage, but percentage D
tit. 32, § 1130 .
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($10.50/hour).
PR.Laws Ann.
A home worth... Nodollar cap | . 31,§1858 A
No cap
“Cc;;z?c;:asred Hrblaug
A car worth... . Ann.tit.32,§ A
the working 1130(4)(a)
tool of its
owner”
Abank account
worth... e F
PR.Laws Necessary household furniture, plus
Household . . .
oods worth Nodollarcap | Ann.tit.32,§ | cappedearmarked exemptions for certain A
g 1130(2), (14) appliances.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2025 NCLC.org © 2025 National Consumer Law Center




RHODE ISLAND

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times federal
R Gen.Laws minimum wage, but percentage
Weekly wages of... $450 - ’ calculation assumes 40 hours at state D
§9-26-4 i

minimum wage ($15/hour). State also
prohibits wage seizure for one year after
receipt of public assistance.

A home worth Z??lcl)flg(a)r?t R..Gen.Laws | Thisis110% of the median home value in A
aniii §9-26-41 | thestate.
exceptions)
A car worth $12,000 Rl Gen. Laws Earmarked exemption C
’ §9-26-4(13) ’
A bank account R..Gen.Laws .
worth... $500 §9-26-4(18) Earmarked exemption. D
Household R..Gen.Laws .
goods worth.. $9,600 §9.26.4(3) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages Sl Cat, A debtor's earnings for personal services
Weekly wages of... §8§ 15-39-410, . . A
exempt cannot be applied to a judgment debt.
15-39-420
$76,125
(multiple
owners S.C.Code NI : ]
A home worth... $152,250; | Ann.§15-41- mss';f: o OO D
updated 30(A)(1), (B) :
biennially for
inflation)
This combines a $7,600 earmarked
SC.Code exemption with a $7,600 wildcard* that
A car worth... $15,200 Ann.§15-41- | isavailable to the extent that the debtor B
30(A)(2),(7) | does not use the homestead exemption or
certain other exemptions.
SC.Code This makes use of a $7,600 exemption for
A bank account N cash or liquid assets that is available to a
$7,600 Ann. § 15-41- B
worth... debtor who does not use the homestead
30(A)(5) .
exemption.
Household foCode
d th $6,100 Ann.§15-41- | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... 30(A)(3)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
o State protects 80% of wages, or 40
Weekly wages of... $510 LS\.NDSI g;?jg% 1 times the federal or state minimum wage D
($11.50/hour) plus $25 per dependent.
S.D. Codified
A home worth... No dollar cap | Laws §§ 43-31-1 | Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
t043-31-4
The only exemption available for a caris
S.D.Codified | a$7,000 wildcard* that is available to the
AT $6000 || 843454 | head of afamily, This uses all but $10000f | 1D
the wildcard.
Abank account $1,000 S.D. Codified This uses the remainder of the wildcard C
worth... ’ Laws § 43-45-4 '
If the wildcard is used to protect a $6,000
Hg:::h(::dth rotggtion car and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing
g worth... P will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start 2025




TENNESSEE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Tenn. Code State protects 75% of wages or 30 times
) the federal minimum wage, plus $2.50 per
Weekly wages of... $22250 Ann. §§ 26-2- . F
106. 26-24107 week for each dependent child under age
’ 16.
$35,000if
supporting
A home worth minor child, Tenn. Code Thisis 10% of the median home value in F
orifboth Ann. § 26-2-301 | the state.
owners over
age 62
The only exemption available for a car
Tenn.Code . : .
A car worth... $9,000 Ann.§ 26-2103 is 2 $10,000 wildcard.* This uses all but
’ $1,000 of the wildcard.
Abank account Tenn.Code . . .
worth... $1,000 Ann. § 26-2103 This uses the remainder of the wildcard.
If the wildcard is used to protect a $9,000
H::ds:r\:\z(rjth rotzgtion car and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing
g P will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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TEXAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages | Tex.Prop.Code | Current wages are exempt from seizure
Weekly wages of... exempt Ann.§42.001 | except for child support. A
Tex. Const. art.
16, § 50; Tex. -
A home worth... No dollar cap Fios, Sl Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
§41.002
Tex. Prop. A wildcard* of $100,000 for a family
A car worth... $20,000 Code Ann.§§ | ($50,000 for a single adult) is available. A
42.001,42.002 | Thisuses $20,000 of the wildcard.
A bank account No No garmarked exemption. The wildcard
orth protection applies only to personal property and F
w cannot be used to protect a bank account.
Tex. Prop. . -
:::::P‘;z:?th $80,000 Code Ann.§§ LESCL;ZS the remaining $80,000 of the B
42.001,42.002 ’

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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UTAH

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

Weekly wages of...

A home worth...

A car worth...

A bank account
worth...

Household
goods worth...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Utah Code Ann. o )
$217.50 §70C-7103(2) 75 /o of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
$52,400
(multiple
$(1)\CI)V£(;BSO Utah Code Ann. | Thisis 10% of the median home value in F
o §78B-5-503 | the state.
updated
for inflation
annually)
Utah Code Ann. .
$3,000 §78B-5-506(3) Earmarked exemption. F
No
protection F
JENCEdE Earmarked exemption ($1,000 for each of
$4,000 §§78B-5-505, . F
78B-5-506 four categories of household goods).

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of

the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VERMONT

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For debt arising from consumer credit
transaction, state protects 85% of wages
Vt.Stat. Ann. | or 40 times federal minimum wage;
Weeklywages of... SR tit. 12,§ 3170 | more if debtor shows need. Percentage D
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($14.01/houir).
Vt.Stat. Ann. | Thisis 35% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $125,000 {it.27.6101 | the state. D
This combines an earmarked exemption
of $2,500 with a $400 wildcard*and a
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. | second wildcard of up to $7,000 that is
Acarworth... $9.900 12,§ 2740(1), (7) | available to the extent that the debtor does D
not use the exemptions for tools of the
trade, growing crops, and certain others.
A bank account .
worth... $700 Earmarked exemption. D
Vt. Stat. Ann.
Household $2,500 tit. 12,§2740(8) | Earmarked exemption.
goods worth... o (14)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VIRGIN ISLANDS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
The jurisdiction protects 90% of wages
V.I.Code Ann. | exceeding $30. Percentage calculation
IR RS G e tit. 5, § 522 assumes 40 hours at state minimum wage D
($10.50/hour).
V..Code Ann. | Thisis 66% of the median home valuein
A home worth... $300,000 58478 | thestate C
No
Acarworth... protection F
A bank account No F
worth... protection
$3,000
Household (if debtor V.I. Code Ann. Earmarked exemption F
goods worth... is head of tit. 5, §479(3) ption.
household)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VIRGINIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
the federal or state ($12.41/hour) minimum
Va.Code Ann. | wage. If household income does not
Weekly wages of... $496 §§34-29(a), | exceed $1,750/month, the state provides D
34-4.2 an additional exemption of $34/week for
one dependent child, $52/week for two,
and $66/week for three or more.

$56,000
(earmarked
exemption
of $50,000,
plusa
wildcard
consisting of
A home worth $5,000plus | Va.Code Ann. | Thisis14% of the median home value inthe F
$500 per | §§34-4,34-41 | state.
dependent
(additional
amounts
for elders
and certain
disabled
veterans))
Va. Code This combines an earmarked exemption of
A car worth... $15,000 An.§34.4 | 10000 with$5,000 from awildcard for B
’ real or personal property.
This makes use of an addition to the
Abank account $1,000 AVa. C%ie 4 wildcard of $500 per dependent, for a C
worth... T e total of $1,000.
Household Va.Code Ann. .
goods worth... $5,000 §34-26(da) Earmarked exemption

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WASHINGTON

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For consumer debts, the state protects
Wash. Rev. 80% of disposable earnings or 35 times
Weekly wages of... $58310 Code§ 6 o7 1'50 the state minimum wage ($16.66/hour); D
= otherwise, 75% of wages or 35 times state
minimum wage.
$125,000
or county Wash. Rev.
median Code §§ This is 100% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... sale price, 613.010, the state. A
whichever 613.030
is greater
Wash. Rev.
A car worth... $15,000 6?5? g1eo§(1) Earmarked exemption. B
(d) (i), (iii)
Wash. Rev. The statute provides that, in the case of
A bank account $2.000 Code § consumer debts, $2,000 of a $3,000 B
worth... ’ 615.010(1)(d) | wildcard protectionis to be automatically
(iii) (A) (111) applied to abank account.
Household $7500 R:\\//egg;:le Earmarked exemption of $6,500 plus the D
goods worth... ’ ’ .. | remaining $1,000 of the wildcard.
§615.010(1)(d)(i)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WEST VIRGINIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
- -
W.Va. Code State protect's §3O % of wages or 50 times
§§38-5A- the federal minimum wage. More can be
Weekly wages of... $362.50 3 38-5A-6 exempted in case of hardship if debt arises D
’ ’ from consumer credit sale, consumer
46A-2-130
lease, or consumer loan.
$5,000 for
parent or
married
person B Cas This is 3% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... §§38-9-1 F
($7,500 state.
. t038-9-3
for certain
medical
debts)
This combines an earmarked exemption
Acarworth... $6000 | go'o 99 | of$5,000 with awidcard of $1,000 thatis
’ available to the head of a household.
vAv:;rillf.account $1100 ggggﬁ&? Earmarked exemption. C
Household WVa. Code § .
goods worth.. $8,000 38.81@)2) | Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WISCONSIN

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
. The federal poverty amount, based on
Weekly wages of... $618 S EHE family size, is exempt. Wage seizure can C
812.34,812.38 ! .
also be reduced in case of hardship.
Wis. Stat. This is 25% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $75,000 §815.20 N D
Wis. Stat. § .
A car worth... $4,000 81518(3)(q) Earmarked exemption. F
Earmarked exemption; operates as
A bank account $5.000 Wis.Stat.§ | self-executing because mandatory A
worth... ’ 81518(3) (k) garnishment instructions to bank require
banks to protectit.
Household Wis. Stat. § .
12,000 Earmarked exemption.
goods worth... ¢ 81518(3)(d) armar HEmIE D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WYOMING

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Wyo. Stat. Ann. | State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 §§1-15-408, | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
1-15-511 minimum wage.
Wyo. Stat. Ann. . o . .
Ahome worth... $100000 | §t20401 | 1noS29%ofthemedanhomevaluein D
t01-20-104 ’
Wyo. Stat. Ann. .
A car worth... $5,000 §1-20-106(a) () Earmarked exemption. D
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Wyo. Stat.
BT $4,000 Ann.§§1-20- | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... 106(2) i)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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