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Map 1: Overall Ratings: The Strength of State Protections for Family Finances

or'S

Has strong protections in all five categories (no states) @
® v
Has strong protections in most categories (5 states & Puerto Rico) PR <

. @ Has many gaps and weaknesses (17 states & the District of Columbia)
. @ Has weak protections (19 states & the Virgin Islands)
. @ Has extremely weak protections (9 states)

For detail, see protection of wages, the home, the family car, a basic amount in a bank account, and

household goods. See the State Summaries for state-by-state explanations of these ratings.

INTRODUCTION

State exemption laws, which protect income and property from seizure by creditors, debt
buyers, and the debt collectors they hire, are a fundamental safeguard for families. These
laws are designed to protect consumers and their families from poverty and to preserve their
ability to be productive members of society and achieve financial rehabilitation.
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These protections are critically important today. Families are reeling from the impact of
historically high inflation on their budgets, especially rising rent and food costs, and are
facing a surge in debt collection lawsuits."

Exemption laws protect cars, work tools, and other property that consumers need to stay in
the workforce. When individuals lose their jobs, the consequences fall not just on them and
their families, but also on landlords, local merchants, and other creditors that the consumer
might have paid.

Exemption laws provide a floor for economic stability. Yet not one jurisdiction meets five
basic standards:

= Preventing creditors from seizing so much of the debtor’s wages that the debtor is
pushed below a living wage;

= Allowing the debtor to keep a used car of at least close to average value;
= Preserving the family’s home—at least a median-value home;

= Preserving a basic amount in a bank account so that the debtor’s funds to pay essential
costs such as rent, utilities, and commuting expenses are not cleaned out; and

= Preventing seizure and sale of the debtor’s necessary household goods.

BEST STATES: While no states achieve an ‘A’ grade for 2025, Arizona, California,
Massachusetts, New Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Texas achieve ‘B’ grades.

WORST STATES: At the opposite end of the scale are several states whose exemption laws
reflect indifference to struggling debtors. These states allow creditors—or the debt collectors
they hire—to seize nearly everything a debtor owns, even the minimal items necessary for
the debtor to continue working and providing for a family. Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey, Utah, and Wyoming have long been the
worst states, garnering ‘F’ grades. In Michigan, both the House and Senate passed a bill

in 2024 that would have improved its laws enough to remove the state from this list, but

the House failed to send it to the Governor for signature—a question now before the state
supreme court.

This report details the extent to which states protect families in each of these five areas. It
grades the states on each protection, and determines each state’s overall average.
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Debt Collector Seizes Paycheck of Mother of Three To Repay Old
Medical Bills

Stacey Knoll thought the court summons she received was a scam. She didn’t remember
getting any medical bills from Montrose Regional Health, a nonprofit hospital, after a 2020
emergency room visit.

So she was shocked when, three years after the trip to the hospital, her employer received
court orders requiring it to start funneling a chunk of her paychecks to a debt collector for an
unpaid $881 medical bill — which had grown to $1.155.26 from interest and court fees.

The timing was terrible. After leaving a bad marriage and staying in a shelter, she had just
gotten full custody of her three children, steady housing in Montrose, Colorado, and a job at
a gas station.

“And that's when | got that garnishment from the court,” she said. “It was really scary. I'd
never been on my own or raised kids on my own.”

Source: Rae Ellen Bichell, “Worker’s Wages Siphoned Off to Pay Medical Bills, Despite Consumer Protections,”

KKF Health News (Oct. 2, 2025), https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/colorado-wage-garnishment-health-care-
medical-debt-collections-medicaid/

WHY EXEMPTION LAWS ARE
IMPORTANT

State exemption laws are a fundamental protection for families. Without exemption laws,
once a creditor obtained a ruling from a court that a consumer owed it a sum of money, the
creditor could seize the debtor’s entire paycheck, bank account, car, and household goods,
and sell the debtor’s home.

Exemption laws place limits on these seizures. They are designed to protect consumers and
their families from poverty, and to preserve their ability to be productive members of society
and regain financial stability.

Families already reeling from an affordability crisis and the highest inflation rates in a
generation are now facing mass layoffs by many employers, soaring numbers of debt
collection suits,? and historic levels of household debt.® These conditions make strong
exemption laws particularly important.

Without exemption laws, seizures by debt collectors drain away the wages and resources
that families need—and that the local economy needs them to be spending at Main Street
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businesses. Reform of exemption laws not only
protects families from destitution but can also act as
an economic stimulus tool that steers money into state
and local communities. By protecting families from
impoverishment, exemption laws also save costs that
taxpayers would otherwise have to bear for services
such as emergency shelter and foster care.

Exemption laws also deter predatory lending. Creditors
are less likely to make unaffordable loans if they know
they will have to rely on the consumer’s ability to repay
the debt, not on seizure of the consumer’s essential
property. The gaps in exemption laws also give debt

Exemption laws deter
predatory lending.
Creditors are less likely
to make unaffordable
loans if they know they
will have to rely on

the consumer’s ability
to repay the debt,

not on seizure of the
consumer’s essential
property.

collectors enormous leverage. By threatening to take a debtor’s essential personal property,
such as the family car or household goods, a debt collector may persuade a debtor to use
the money needed for rent or medicine to pay an old credit card bill instead.

Exemption laws are primarily an area of state authority. Federal law requires employers to
protect a small amount of a debtor’s wages from creditors: 75% of wages or 30 times the
federal minimum wage per week. At the current minimum wage of $7.25 an hour, the federal
protection does not even reach the poverty level, but states can protect more.

In addition, federal bankruptcy law provides its own set of exemptions for debtors

who file bankruptcy. However, states are allowed to opt out and replace the federal
bankruptcy exemptions with their own, and many have done so. Moreover, since only a
small percentage of consumers in financial distress file for bankruptcy,* most distressed
consumers depend on the rules that apply in state debt collection lawsuits, not the rules
that apply in bankruptcy court, for their protection. Accordingly, while this report includes
some federal recommendations, it focuses on the laws that apply to debtors who do not

file bankruptcy.

A full analysis of state exemption laws and their interpretation can be found in the National
Consumer Law Center’s Collection Actions (6th ed. 2024). An appendix to that book

includes detailed summaries of each state’s exemption laws.
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Toxic Mix: How the Wealth Gap Creates a Bigger Debt Burden for
Black and Latino/Hispanic Families

The extent to which states protect consumers’ income and assets from seizure by creditors
is particularly important for Black and Latino communities, as weak exemption laws build on,
and widen, the racial wealth divide. Communities of color are disproportionately burdened by
debt,’ and disproportionately subject to judgments in collection lawsuits® and wage seizure.”

These disparities are not surprising, given the country’s vast racial wealth divide,
perpetuated by discrimination in credit and housing markets, residential segregation, and
other systemic factors. Disparities in median income also continue to contribute to the
racial wealth divide. The median income for white households in 2024 was about $87,000,
compared to about $56,700 for Black households, and just under $72,600 for Hispanic or
Latino households.?

Differences in assets are even more stark. When hit with challenging financial times,

Black and Hispanic households have less of a safety net to draw on. While white families
had a median wealth of $285,000 in 2022, Black families had just $44,900, and Hispanic
families just $61,600.° A typical white family had $8,100 in reserve for emergencies in 2019,
compared to just $1,500 for Black families, and $2,000 for Hispanic families.®

Not only do Black and Latino communities have fewer assets to cushion financial shocks,
but they are also more likely to experience those shocks or to have income so low that
even small bumps are mountains. Black and Latino households also disproportionately
experience unemployment' and are disproportionally represented in the poverty population
compared to their share of the total population.'?

Significant enduring disparities were fueled by
systematic, government-sponsored exclusion of
Black families from homeownership opportunities,
the most significant form of wealth-building and
financial stability for most Americans. For example,
when the federal government first embarked on a
program of long-term federally backed mortgage

Significant enduring
disparities were fueled by
systematic, government-
sponsored exclusion

of Black families

from homeownership

loans in the 1930s to enable Americans to opportunities, the
become homeowners, it systematically excluded most significant form
Black neighborhoods.'® Today, Black households of wealth-building and
and Latino households of any race have far financial stability for
lower homeownership rates compared to white most Americans.
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households. At the end of Q2 2025, the homeownership rate for white households was
74%,'* while Black households and Latino households of any race had rates of just 44%?"°
and 49% respectively.'® Black and Latino borrowers who do own homes pay hundreds of
millions of dollars more, collectively, on their mortgages every year, due to higher average
interest rates."”

Households of color often must spend more on everyday expenses, as well. For instance,
Black households pay hundreds of dollars more a year on their energy bills than white
households,' and families in predominantly non-white urban neighborhoods pay more

for food." Black borrowers owe, on average, $25,000 more in student loans than white
borrowers,?° and are charged higher interest rates on car loans and more for car insurance.?'
Neighborhoods of color are also disproportionately targeted by predatory lenders.?

HOW STATE EXEMPTION LAWS WORK

Exemption laws come into play when a creditor goes to court and obtains a judgment
against a consumer. A judgment is a decision from the court that the consumer owes a
specific sum of money. The creditor can then take steps to seize the consumer’s wages

or property to pay the debt. Typically, the creditor asks the court or an official, such as a
sheriff, to seize property (attachment), order the consumer’s employer to withhold a portion
of the consumer’s wages (wage seizure or wage garnishment), or order a bank to pay the
consumer’s funds to the creditor (bank account seizure or garnishment). The creditor can
also place a “judgment lien” on the consumer’s real estate and then foreclose on that lien,
forcing sale of the home. The state’s exemption laws specify how much of the consumer’s
wages and property the creditor can seize and how much it cannot seize.

As discussed later in this report, a growing number of states make a protection for the
debtor’s bank account “self-executing:” in other words, the court instructs the bank to protect
the exempt amount. In addition, most aspects of the states’ protections for a debtor’s wages
are self-executing—the garnishment papers that the employer gets instruct the employer to
calculate the amount that is protected from seizure and to turn over only any wages above
that amount to the creditor. However, some states include a protection that depends on
some individual characteristic of the debtor, such as hardship, the number of dependents,

or whether the debtor has recently received public assistance. Creditors or employers may
ignore these important protections unless the debtor goes to court or takes some other
affirmative step to claim them.
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Regardless of the size of an exemption, it is much more Regardless of

likely to be effective if it is structured to be self-executing, the size of an

so that the court instructs the bank or employer to protect exemption, it is
the exempt amount without the debtor having to take any much more likely
action with the court. If a debtor has to file papers to claim an to be effective if
exemption, or take time off work to attend court hearings, the it is structured to
percentage of debtors who actually benefit from the protection be self-executing.

the legislature created is likely to be very small.? These steps

are often daunting for consumers, who are typically left to

navigate the judicial system on their own without attorneys. Many people face barriers,
such as work, child care obligations, transportation difficulties, or health issues, that

make court appearances difficult or impossible. In addition, state exemption laws and the
law and procedures for asserting exemptions can be highly technical, burdensome, and
difficult for a lay person to access. Consequently, exemptions that are not self-executing are
often largely illusory.?*

Many states provide earmarked exemptions for particular types of property. For example,
Arizona exempts a home worth up to $425,200, a car worth $16,000, $5,400 in a bank
account, and $16,000 in household goods.

Other states provide a wildcard exemption—one that the debtor can use to protect a variety
of types of property. For example, Mississippi protects a home worth $75,000, but then
provides a $10,000 wildcard exemption to cover the debtor’s car, bank account, household
goods, and all other property. Since different debtors will choose to apply a wildcard
exemption in different ways, it is hard to compare the level of protection that a state provides
for a particular type of property. In this report we have therefore assumed that a debtor will
apply most of a wildcard first to protect a family car, then to protect a basic amount in a bank
account, and then, if any of the wildcard is left, to protect household goods. This approach
standardizes the treatment of the wildcard and avoids double-counting it.

Because of inflation and changes in society, exemption laws can become irrelevant simply
due to the passage of time. For example, Michigan’s exemption for “10 sheep, 2 cows,

5 swine, 100 hens, 5 roosters” and the hay or grain to feed them for six months?® has no
relevance for most debtors in 2025. Pennsylvania’s $300 exemption—the only exemption the
state provides for the debtor’'s home, car, bank account, and household goods—may have
been generous when the statute was enacted in 1849,%6 but is all but meaningless today.

States can reduce the erosion of these critical protections by building in automatic inflation
adjustments. Laws in Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, California, Indiana, Maine, Maryland,
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Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia,

and Washington provide for automatic inflation adjustments to one or more of their
exemptions.?” It is surprising that more states have not adopted this simple, yet fair and
effective approach. But states that adopt this common sense reform need to make sure that
the changes actually take place. Alaska’s statute mandates that the dollar amounts in its
exemption law should be adjusted every second year to reflect changes in the Consumer
Price Index, but they do not appear to have been adjusted in years.

PROTECTION OF WAGES: CAN A CREDITOR REDUCE A
DEBTOR TO BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL?

Protection of wages is one of the most important roles of exemption laws. When creditors
seize a worker’s wages, the employer is required to take the money from the worker's
paycheck and send it to the creditor. The worker never sees that money and cannot use it
to pay higher-priority obligations, such as rent, food, and childcare. Instead, the money goes
to pay old credit card debts, written-off medical bills, or the amount still owed after a car
was repossessed and sold. The wages of over 1.5 million workers are seized to pay debts
every month.%

Wage seizure can doom a family’s efforts to stay afloat. In most states, an employer may fire
a worker whose wages are seized for more than one debt.?

Since 1970, federal law has protected 75% of a wage earner’s paycheck or 30 times the
federal minimum wage, whichever is greater. This means that wage seizure will not reduce
a debtor’s weekly paycheck below $217.50 (30 times the current federal minimum wage of
$7.25 an hour). But a weekly paycheck of $217.50 places even a single individual who has
no dependents below the federal poverty level.*® For a family of four, $217.50 per week is
barely a third of the federal poverty guideline ($618).%' Even if it were doubled, the federal
minimum wage would still be far below a living wage for most families.*?

Federal law gives states the option of protecting a larger portion of a debtor’s paycheck if
they choose. Yet only 14 jurisdictions protect even a poverty-level wage for a family of four,
and eight jurisdictions do not go beyond the federal minimum at all.
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Map 2: State Protection of Wages
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. @ Protects at least the poverty level for family of 4 (for 2024 this would be $600) (7 states & the District of Columbia)

. @ Protects at least $300/wk (half of a C grade) (25 states, Puerto Rico, & the Virgin Islands)

. @ Protects less than $300 per week (12 states)

Table 1 lists the states that fall into each category. See our Rating Criteria for details and our
State Summaries for state-by-state information.

THE BEST STATES: Four states ban wage seizure entirely for typical consumer debts:

= North Carolina

= Pennsylvania (but with a major weakness that allows wage seizure for debts arising out
of residential leases®?)

= South Carolina

= Texas
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In addition, one state, Alabama, protects $1,000 a week in wages through a constitutional
wildcard exemption for personal property that courts apply to wages.

These five states earn an ‘A’ rating for protection of wages. Arizona protects $882 and is the
only state to receive a ‘B’ rating.

THE WORST STATES: Twelve jurisdictions—Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, lowa, Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Wyoming—are
rated ‘F.” They protect no more of a worker’s wages than $300 per week, and eight of
these states—all but Indiana, lowa, Oklahoma, and Tennessee—only protect the federal
minimum: $217.50 a week, only 35% of the poverty level for a family of four.

Table 1: State Protection of Wages

NCLC's Model Family Financial Protection Act Recommendation: $1,000 of disposable
income (to be adjusted for inflation); if debtor earns more than this amount, 10% of
excess (15% if weekly disposable income exceeds $1,200)

AMOUNT
PROTECTED

STATUTE PROTECTS (per week for

full-time minimum
wage worker)

"A" States Ban Wage Garnishment for Most Debts or Protect at Least $1,000 a Week

Statute protects only the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times the federal minimum
wage. However, the state constitution provides a
$1,000 wildcard for personal property, and a state
Alabama appellate decision, Renter's Realty v. Smith, 322 $1,000
So. 3d 1060 (Ala. Ct. App. 2000), holds that this
can be applied to exempt up to $1,000 in wages
in the hands of the debtor's employer. Advocates
report that this exemption is being widely applied.

Wages earned within previous 60 days are exempt

et Sl if necessary for debtor's support of a family.

All wages exempt

All wages exempt for most debts (but with a major  All wages exempt

Pennsylvania loophole for landlord-tenant debt). for most debts

A debtor's earnings for personal services cannot be

South Carolina applied to a judgment debt.

All wages exempt

Current wages are exempt from seizure except for

child support. All wages exempt

Texas
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STATUTE PROTECTS

AMOUNT
PROTECTED

(per week for
full-time minimum

"B" States Protect at Least $800 per Week

Arizona

State protects 60 times the applicable minimum
wage (federal, state ($14.70/hr.), or local,
whichever is highest), or 90% of wages. Protection
may be increased to 95% in case of “extreme
economic hardship” to debtor or family.

wage worker)

$882

"C" States Protect Enough Wages So That Paycheck Does Not Drop Below the

Poverty Level ($600 per week for family of four)

Alaska

California

Connecticut

District of Columbia

Florida

Illinois

Massachusetts

State protects $743 (adjusted biennially for
inflation) if the debtor is the sole support of a
household.

State protects 80% of disposable earnings or 48
times the state minimum wage ($16.50/hour).

If debtor earns more than 48 times the state
minimum wage, 40% of the amount in excess of 48
times the state minimum wage can be seized.

State protects 75% or 40 times the state minimum
wage of $16.35

Jurisdiction protects 40 times the D.C. minimum
wage of $17.95/hour. If the debtor makes more
than this, the creditor can garnish 25% of the
wages over that amount. More can be exempted
upon showing of undue hardship.

For head of household, the first $750 is exempt;
amounts over $750 may be garnished only if debtor
has agreed in writing.

State protects 85% of gross wages or 45 times the
federal or state minimum wage ($15/hour).

State protects 85% of gross wages or 50 times the
greater of the federal or state minimum wage ($15/
hour).

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org
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$792

$654

$718
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$675

$750

No Fresh Start




Wisconsin

STATUTE PROTECTS

The federal poverty amount, based on family size,
is exempt. Wage seizure can also be reduced in
case of hardship.

"D" States Protect at Least $300 a Week

AMOUNT
PROTECTED

(per week for
full-time minimum
wage worker)

$618

Arkansas

Colorado

Delaware

Hawaii

Maine

Maryland

Michigan

Minnesota

No Fresh Start

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
wages or 30 times federal minimum wage, but
since worker will be paid at the state minimum
wage, $11/hour, 75% of that will be $330.

State protects 40 times state minimum wage of
$14.81 or 80% of disposable income, whichever
is greater.

State protects 85% of wages. Since worker will be
paid at state minimum wage, $15/hour, 85% of that
will be $510.

State protects all but 5% of the first $100 in wages,
all but 10% of next $100, and all but 20% of
remainder. Calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($14/hour).

State protects 75% of wages or 40 times the state
minimum wage of $14.65/hour or the federal
minimum wage, whichever is higher.

State protects 75% of wages or 30 times the state
minimum wage of $15/hour.

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
wages or 30 times federal minimum wage. Since
worker will be paid at state minimum wage, $12.48/
hour, 75% of that will be $374.40.

State protects 40 times the state minimum wage of
$11.13/hour, with amount garnishable above that
going up as income goes up.

$330

$592.40

$450.50

$473

$586

$450

$374.40

$445
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STATUTE PROTECTS

AMOUNT
PROTECTED

(per week for
full-time minimum

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Dakota

State protects 90% of wages for head of family.
Since worker will be paid at state minimum wage,
$13.75/hour, 90% of that will be $495.

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
wages or 30 times federal minimum wage. Since
worker will be paid at state minimum wage, $10.55/
hour, 75% of that will be $316.50.

State protects 85% of wages for head of
household. Since worker will be paid at state
minimum wage, $13.50/hour, 85% of that will be
$459.

State protects 82% of wages or 50 times the
federal minimum wage. Since worker will be paid at
state minimum wage, $12/hour, 82% of that will be
$393.60.

State protects 50 times the federal minimum wage.

State protects 90% of wages if under 250% of
poverty. Since worker will be paid at state minimum
wage, $15.49/hour, 90% of that will be $557.64.

State protects 75% of wages or 40 times the
highest applicable minimum wage. State minimum
wage is $12/hour.

State protects 90% of gross wages, or 30 times
the federal or state minimum wage ($16.50/hour

in NYC area, less in other locations). In addition,
state does not allow seizure of the wages of a
person who receives public assistance, or would
be qualified to receive public assistance if the
amount of the wage seizure were deducted from
their earnings. Percentage calculation assumes 40
hours at state minimum wage.

State protects 75% of wages or 40 times the
federal minimum wage, plus $20 per dependent.
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$495

$317

$459

$393.60

$362.50

$557.64

$480

$594

$330
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AMOUNT
PROTECTED
STATUTE PROTECTS (per week for

full-time minimum
wage worker)

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
wages or 30 times federal minimum wage. Since
worker will be paid at state minimum wage, $10.70/
hour, 30 times that will be $321.

Ohio $321

State protects the greater of 75% of wages or, as of
Jan. 1, 2025, $305/week. Since worker will be paid
at state minimum wage ($16.30/hour in Portland
metro area), 75% of that will be $489.

Oregon $489

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
wages or 30 times federal minimum wage, but
percentage calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($10.50/hour).

Puerto Rico $315

State protects just the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times federal minimum
wage, but percentage calculation assumes
40 hours at state minimum wage ($15/hour).
State also prohibits wage seizure for one
year after receipt of public assistance.

Rhode Island $450

State protects 80% of wages, or 40 times the
South Dakota federal or state minimum wage ($11.50/hour) plus $510
$25 per dependent.

For debt arising from consumer credit transaction,
state protects 85% of wages or 40 times federal
Vermont minimum wage; more if debtor shows need. $476.34
Percentage calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($14.01/hour).

The jurisdiction protects 90% of wages exceeding
Virgin Islands $30. Percentage calculation assumes 40 hours at $381
state minimum wage ($10.50/hour).

State protects 75% of wages or 40 times the
federal or state ($12.41/hour) minimum wage. If
household income does not exceed $1,750/month,
the state provides an additional exemption of $34/
week for one dependent child, $52/week for two,
and $66/week for three or more.

Virginia $496
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AMOUNT
PROTECTED

STATUTE PROTECTS (per week for

full-time minimum
wage worker)

For consumer debts, the state protects 80% of
disposable earnings or 35 times the state minimum

tiesnhiglor) wage ($16.66/hour); otherwise, 75% of wages or $563.10
35 times state minimum wage.
State protects 80% of wages or 50 times the

West Virginia federal minimum wage. More can be exempted $362.50

in case of hardship if debt arises from consumer
credit sale, consumer lease, or consumer loan.

"F" States Protect Less Than $300 a Week

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Georgia

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Idaho

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage,
except that garnishment can be reduced to as low
as 10% of wages upon a showing of good cause.

Indiana $217.50

For debts arising from consumer contract, the state
protects 75% of disposable earnings or 40 times
the federal minimum wage. In addition there is an
annual cap: for a debtor at the poverty level the
cap is $1,500 per year, and wage seizure can be
reduced in case of hardship.

lowa $290

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Kansas

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Kentucky

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Louisiana

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Mississippi
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AMOUNT
PROTECTED

STATUTE PROTECTS (per week for

full-time minimum
wage worker)

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of
Oklahoma wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage, but $217.50
court can protect more in case of hardship.

State protects 75% of wages or 30 times the
Tennessee federal minimum wage, plus $2.50 per week for $222.50
each dependent child under age 16.

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

SiEl wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage.

$217.50

State protects just the federal minimum, 75% of

wages or 30 times the federal minimum wage. $217.50

Wyoming

Note: In calculating the amount protected, we assume that the debtor is the head of household, has
two dependent children, and is working 40 hours a week at the state or federal minimum wage,
whichever is higher.

NCLC’s Model Family Financial Protection Act suggests protecting at least $1,000 per week
of wages (to be adjusted for inflation).3* If the debtor nets more than that amount, 10% of
the excess amount can be seized. The model law thus allows creditors to make use of wage
seizure, but it protects a debtor from a disastrous reduction in the income necessary to meet
daily expenses. In a few states, $1,000 per week might be sufficient to protect close to a
living wage, but states with high costs of living should consider protecting more.

PROTECTING THE FAMILY HOME FROM CREDITORS

Protection of the family home from creditors is one of the fundamental purposes of
exemption laws. Loss of the home can mean a loss of support networks. It can also mean
loss of a job if the family cannot find replacement housing within commuting distance. For
a farm family, loss of the home means loss of their source of income. Losing the family
home is particularly hard on children, as it often means that they must change schools and
leave friends and relatives behind. The mere existence of a judgment lien— the first step
toward seizing a home—can be an obstacle to selling or refinancing a home or financing
repairs to it.%
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Map 3: Protection of the Family Home
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Protects the family home regardless of value, or protects a median-priced home in the state @ ~*@D
(13 states, the District of Columbia, & Puerto Rico) on /V'

Protects a home worth 75% to 99% of state median price (3 states)
. @ Protects a home worth 50% to 74% of state median price (4 states & the Virgin Islands)
. @ Protects a home worth 25% to 49% of state median price (11 states)
. @ Provides little or no protection for the family home (19 states)

Table 2 lists the states that fall into each category. See our Rating Criteria for details and our
State Summaries for state-by-state information.

BEST STATES: Fifteen jurisdictions receive an ‘A’ rating because they protect at least

the median value of a home. Nine of these jurisdictions protect the family home regardless
of value: Arkansas, the District of Columbia, Florida, lowa, Kansas, Oklahoma,

Puerto Rico, South Dakota, and Texas. All of these jurisdictions except the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico place limits on the number of acres that the exempt homestead

can include.
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The remaining six jurisdictions that achieve an ‘A’ rating—Arizona, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Nevada, Rhode Island,*® and Washington—have a dollar cap on the amount
of the homestead exemption, but the cap is high enough that a median-priced home in that
state is exempt.

Three states—California, Montana, and Ohio—rate a ‘B.” Montana went from an ‘A’ to
a ‘B” because, even though state law requires the homestead exemption to be increased
by 4% every year, inflation resulted in median home prices increasing by more than that.
Ohio had slipped from a ‘B’ to a ‘C’ in 2024 because the median home price in the state
had increased but the homestead exemption did not. Ohio has now made its triennial
inflation adjustment to the exemption amount, and the result is that the state once again
qualifies for a ‘B’

WORST STATES: Nineteen jurisdictions—Alabama, Alaska, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii,
lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia—rate an’ F.’
These states protect less than 25% of the median home value in their state. Their exemption
amounts are so small that they are likely to save only a very heavily mortgaged home.

Seven of this final group of states—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan,

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia—are especially deserving of an ‘F’ grade
because they provide no realistic protection at all for the family home. Pennsylvania, for
example, provides a wildcard exemption of just $300. The debtor can apply this exemption
to a car, household goods, a home, or other property. Delaware allows the head of a
household to apply a $500 wildcard exemption to the family home. Only if the debtor

files bankruptcy is a realistic homestead exemption ($200,000) available, but even that is
barely half the median home value in the state. Maryland provides a $6,000 homestead
exemption; Kentucky and West Virginia allow $5,000; and Michigan’s exemption is just
$3,500. New Jersey provides no exemption at all that can be applied to a home.

Table 2: Protection of the Family Home

NCLC's Model Family Financial Protection Act Recommendation: median house price

STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION
"A" States that Protect the Family Home Regardless of Value

Arkansas Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

District of Columbia  No dollar cap if head of family

Florida Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap
lowa Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap
Kansas Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap
Oklahoma Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap
Puerto Rico No dollar cap

South Dakota Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap
Texas Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap

"A" States that Protect a Home of at Least Median Value

Arizona $425,200

Massachusetts $1,000,000

Minnesota $510,000

Nevada $605,000

Rhode Island $500,000

Washington $125,000 or county median sale price, whichever is greater

"B" States that Protect a Home Worth 75% to 99% of State Median Price

Median home value in county or $361,479, whichever is greater,

California capped at $722,507
Montana $409,450
Ohio $182,625

"C" States that Protect a Home Worth 50% to 74% of State Median Price

Connecticut $250,000
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STATE
Maine
New Mexico
North Dakota

Virgin Islands

$188,550
$150,000
$150,000

$300,000

AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

"D" States that Protect a Home Worth 25% to 49% of State Median Price

Colorado

Idaho
Mississippi
Nebraska

New Hampshire
New York
Oregon

South Carolina
Vermont
Wisconsin

Wyoming

$250,000
$175,000
$75,000

$120,000

$120,000

$204,825 for 10 counties in NYC area, less for other counties

$150,000
$76,125
$125,000
$75,000

$100,000

"F" States that Provide Little or No Protection for the Family Home

Alabama
Alaska
Delaware
Georgia

Hawaii

No Fresh Start

$18,800
$72,900
$500

$21,500

$30,000

NCLC.org
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

Illinois $50,000
Indiana $22,750
Kentucky $5,000
Louisiana $35,000
Maryland $6,000
Michigan $3,500
Missouri $15,000
New Jersey No protection
North Carolina $35,000
Pennsylvania $300
Tennessee $35,000
Utah $52,400
Virginia $56,000
West Virginia $5,000

*A "wildcard" exemption is one that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used
to protect items of the debtor's choice.

Older adults who have lived in a home for a long time and have paid down their mortgages
are particularly likely to face loss of their homes in states that have low homestead
exemptions. A creditor’s ability to force the sale of a home typically depends on whether

the debtor’s equity in it is less than the exemption amount. Accordingly, a home with a large
mortgage debt may be exempt even if the home’s market value would exceed the exemption
amount. If the creditor forced the sale of a mortgaged home, the proceeds would go first to
pay off the mortgage debt and only the amount left after that would go toward the creditor’s
debt. By contrast, a homeowner who owns their home outright or has a low mortgage
balance, as is the case with many older homeowners, will be more vulnerable to a forced
sale of the home.
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Some states—even some states that provide little or no other protection for the home—
recognize a doctrine called “tenancy by the entireties” under which a home owned by a
married couple cannot be subjected to a forced sale by a creditor unless both spouses
owe the debt. This legal doctrine protects some homes, but it has limited application since
often both spouses owe the debt. In addition, it provides no protection at all to surviving
spouses, or to divorced or single parents who incur debts, even though they may be most
in need of protection.

As noted above, some states protect the debtor’s home regardless of its value, usually with
a limit on acreage, such as a half-acre in an urban area or 160 acres in a rural area. This
approach most clearly recognizes the importance of the home. However, this approach has
engendered controversy because of occasional attempts by wealthy individuals to

shield all their assets from creditors by moving to one of these states and investing all

their assets in an exempt home. While these cases are exceedingly rare, they may have
made states reluctant to adopt uncapped homestead exemptions. NCLC’s Model Family
Financial Protection Act recommends a homestead exemption tied to the median home
price in the state.

Exempting the family home does not leave the creditor empty- Exempting the
handed. Typically, homestead exemption laws are structured family home does
so that a judgment creditor—a creditor that has obtained a not leave the

court ruling that the debtor owes a specific sum—can place creditor empty-

a lien on the family home. Some states preclude execution
on this lien (that is, they prevent the judgment creditor from
forcing a sale of the home). However, when the family sells
the home, the creditor can take any proceeds that exceed the
exempt amount. The creditor may even be able to take the
exempt amount if the debtor does not use the sale proceeds
promptly to buy a new home. Alternatively, if the home is not
sold while the judgment debtor is alive, the creditor is paid
when the homeowners die. the family home.

handed. Typically,
homestead
exemption laws
are structured so
that a judgment
creditor can
place a lien on

THE FAMILY CAR: CAN A BREADWINNER CONTINUE TO
GET TO WORK?

For many workers, a car is essential to employment. Many wage earners have to work
substantial distances from their homes. Public transportation may be unavailable, so
infrequent that it is difficult to use, or closed on evenings and weekends when they need to
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work. Even those whose jobs are near public transportation may be unable to work unless
they have a car to take children to and from daycare.

Loss of a car can place a family on a downward trajectory that leads to job loss and

a cascade of unpaid utility bills, deferred medical care, unpaid rent, and eviction or
foreclosure. The effect of allowing creditors to seize the family car has wide ramifications,
hurting not just the debtor and the debtor’s family but also the debtor’s landlord, the local
utility provider, and other creditors that the debtor would like to pay.

Map 4: Protection of the Family Car

o

@ Protects a car worth at least $20,000 (4 states & Puerto Rico) @ \@
Protects a car worth between $15,000 and $19,999 (7 states) PR <
. @ Protects a car worth between $10,000 and $14,999 (8 states & the District of Columbia)
. @ Protects a car worth between $5,000 and $9,999 (19 states)
. @ Protects a car worth less than $5,000 (12 states & the Virgin Islands)
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Table 3 lists the states that fall into each category. The ratings for AL, AR, CT, DE, DC, FL, GA, ID,
IL, IN, IA, ME, MD, MA, MS, MO, NE, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, ND, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, VT, VA, and
WV are based in whole or in part on use of a wildcard (an exemption that can be used to protect
items of the debtor's choice). See our Rating Criteria for details, and our State Summaries for

state-by-state information.

NCLC’s Model Family Financial Protection Act gives a debtor a $20,000 exemption for a
car, and our grading standards use $20,000 as the standard for an ‘A’ grade. Even with this
update, this is still less than the average $25,512 retail price for a used vehicle.>” However,
since that average is based on all vehicles, reducing it to $20,000 might be sufficient in at
least some circumstances to protect a low- or mid-priced vehicle that a struggling debtor is
more likely to be driving.

In states that provide wildcard exemptions, there are complexities

in evaluating whether a state meets this standard. A wildcard A wildcard is
is an exemption that is not earmarked for a particular category an exemption
of property. Instead, the debtor has some choices about which that is not
property to apply it to. For example, lllinois provides a $3,600 earmarked for
exemption for a car and a $4,000 wildcard exemption, but no a particular
exemption for a bank account or household goods. A debtor could category of
use the $4,000 wildcard to increase the protection for the car to property.

$7,600, or to protect some household goods or a basic amount in a
bank account.

To treat these wildcards in a uniform way so that state-to-state comparisons are possible,
this report assumes that any wildcard is used first to increase the exemption for a car to

as close to $15,000 as possible. However, if the wildcard is at least $3,000 and there is no
other protection for a bank account or household goods, we have set aside $1,000 of it for
those purposes. If there is any remaining amount, it is used to protect a small bank account,
and then any remainder after that is used to protect household goods. If there is still some
unused portion of the wildcard after protecting $17,000 in household goods, we apply up

to $5,000 more to the car. If the state makes the wildcard available only to a debtor who
does not claim a homestead exemption, this report treats it as available. Details about these
protocols are found in our Rating Criteria.

BEST STATES: Only five jurisdictions achieve an ‘A’ under our grading criteria: Kansas
($20,000), New Mexico ($20,000), North Dakota ($20,000), Puerto Rico (no cap if the car
is “considered the working tool of its owner”), and Texas ($20,000). Seven jurisdictions rate
a ‘B’ grade: Arizona ($16,000), Colorado ($15,000), Nevada ($15,000), New Hampshire
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($15,000), South Carolina ($15,200), Virginia ($15,000), and Washington ($15,000).
(The amounts for New Mexico, North Dakota, Texas, New Hampshire, South Carolina, and
Virginia are based in whole or in part on use of a wildcard exemption).

WORST STATES: Thirteen jurisdictions only protect a car worth less than $5,000 and are
rated ‘F’: Alaska ($4,050), Arkansas ($500), Delaware ($500), Georgia ($4,000), Hawaii
($2,575), Kentucky ($2,500), Michigan ($1,000), Montana ($4,000), New Jersey ($1,000),
Pennsylvania ($300), Utah ($3,000), the Virgin Islands ($0), and Wisconsin ($4,000).

Table 3: Protection of the Family Car

NCLC's Model Family Financial Protection Act Recommendation: $15,000 car ($25,000 if
adapted for disability), plus $10,000 wildcard

STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

"A" States that Protect a Car Worth $20,000 or More

Kansas $20,000

New Mexico $20,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)

North Dakota $20,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)

Puerto Rico No cap if car is "considered the working tool of its owner"
Texas $20,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)

"B" States that Protect a Car Worth Between $15,000 and $19,999

Arizona $16,000
Colorado $15,000
Nevada $15,000
New Hampshire $15,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
South Carolina $15,200 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Virginia $15,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Washington $15,000
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STATE AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

"C" States that Protect a Car Worth Between $10,000 and $14,999

District of Columbia $10,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)

Idaho $11,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Indiana $11,100 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Maine $12,400 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Massachusetts $13,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Minnesota $10,000

Nebraska $10,940 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Oregon $10,000

Rhode Island $12,000

Alabama $9,400 (amount includes a wildcard*)
California $8,625

Connecticut $8,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Florida $9,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
lllinois $6,600 (amount includes a wildcard*)
lowa $8,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Louisiana $7,500

Maryland $6,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Mississippi $9,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Missouri $5,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
New York $6,825 (amount includes a wildcard*)
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

North Carolina $7,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Ohio $5,025
Oklahoma $7,500
South Dakota $6,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Tennessee $9,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Vermont $9,900 (amount includes a wildcard*)
West Virginia $6,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Wyoming $5,000

"F" States that Provide No Realistic Protection for the Debtor's Car

Alaska $4,050

Arkansas $500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Delaware $500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Georgia $4,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Hawaii $2,575

Kentucky $2,500

Michigan $1,000 if necessary for debtor to carry on trade or occupation
Montana $4,000

New Jersey $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Pennsylvania $300 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Utah $3,000

Virgin Islands No protection

Wisconsin $4,000
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*This table assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption (one that is not limited to a
particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the debtor’s choice), the debtor will
apply all or most of it first to protect a car up to $15,000 in value.

PROTECTING A BASIC AMOUNT IN A BANK ACCOUNT

Even if a state’s exemption laws protect a debtor’s wages, home, and car, a debtor needs
access to a basic amount of cash to commute to work, buy groceries, and make the
upcoming rent or mortgage payment or the next payment on the family car. A debtor who is
left without cash may also be unable to pay for transportation, daycare, utility service, and
other necessities. An additional cushion is necessary to handle irregular expenses such as
car repairs and medical expenses, potential income shocks such as unemployment or a cut
in hours, and savings needed for retirement.

Every state except Delaware gives a creditor the right to seize funds in a bank account in
the debtor’s name once the creditor has obtained a judgment from a court determining that
the debtor owes a debt. Many states allow the creditor to clean out the account completely,
protecting at most a few special types of accounts such as college savings accounts or

a few types of funds such as state benefits. Only a few states set a fixed amount that the
creditor cannot touch.
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Map 5: Protection of Family Bank Accounts
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@ Protects at least $12,000 ($3000 if self-executing) in a bank account (3 states) ﬂ:) . \@
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Protects at least $5,000 ($1000 if self-executing) in a bank account (9 states) PR <

. @ Protects at least $1000 ($500 if self-executing) in a bank account (16 states & the District of Columbia)
. @ Protects at least $500 (any amount if self-executing) (3 states)
. @ Protects less than $500 in a bank account (19 states, Puerto Rico, & the Virgin Islands)

* The protections in CA, CT, DE, MD, MA, NM, NV, NY, OH, OR, PA, WA, and WI are self-executing.

Table 4 lists the states that fall into each category. The ratings for AL, DC, FL, IL, NE, NV, NH,

NM, NC, ND, PA, SC, SD, TN, VA, and WA are based in whole or in part on use of a wildcard (an
exemption that can be used to protect items of the debtor's choice). See our Rating Criteria for details
and our State Summatries for state-by-state information.

Protecting bank accounts is particularly important in light of the fact that 92% of workers in
the United States are paid by direct deposit.3® If a creditor can clean out the debtor’s bank
account, this can amount to seizure of 100% of the debtor’s wages, in effect nullifying the
federal and state limits on wage seizure. Some state wage seizure laws are interpreted to
protect wages even after they are deposited in a bank account, but typically these laws are

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start




not self-executing: the debtor must go to court and present evidence tracing the funds on
deposit to specific wage deposits. Many debtors will not know about this protection, and
even if they do, this process can take weeks and will be daunting for many debtors. In the
meantime, the account is frozen, so the debtor cannot pay the rent, transportation costs,

car payment, or mortgage payment, and any outstanding checks will bounce. The resulting
overdraft fees that will be imposed when the next paycheck is deposited are likely to
undermine the debtor’s ability to pay the next month’s bills, creating a rapid downward spiral.

The same result can occur for day laborers and workers in the gig economy. In some states,
their earnings are not protected by the wage seizure laws. If those earnings are deposited
into a bank account, the entire amount is vulnerable to seizure by a creditor.

The Importance of Self-Executing Protections

Legal protection on paper is meaningless if it does not

apply in practice. Self-executing protections, which do Self-executing

not rely on a debtor knowing the law, going to court, or protections, which do
having access to an attorney, are the best way to ensure not rely on a debtor
that the law is enforced.*® knowing the law,

going to court, or
having access to an
attorney, are the best
way to ensure that
the law is enforced.

In 2010, a group of federal agencies led by the U.S.
Department of the Treasury addressed the problem of
protecting federal benefits, such as Social Security, that
are direct-deposited into the beneficiary’s bank account.
Even though federal law makes Social Security and other
similar federal benefits immune from seizure for most
purposes except child support, creditors were seizing those funds once they were deposited.
To reverse the seizure of the benefits, the beneficiary had to navigate the court system and
prove the source of the funds. In the meantime, the beneficiary had no access to these
essential benefits, and any checks the beneficiary had written—for rent or anything else—
were bouncing.

In 2010, the Treasury Department adopted a rule that requires a bank that receives a
garnishment order to determine whether the bank account contains electronically
deposited exempt federal benefits. If it does, the bank must protect the last two months of
those deposits.*°

The beauty of the Treasury rule’s protection is that it is self-executing. The bank protects the
funds. No action on the part of the beneficiary is necessary—the beneficiary does not have
to know their rights, file papers in court, attend court hearings, or present evidence about
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the source of the funds. The account is not frozen while the beneficiary tries to navigate the
judicial system.

Thirteen states—California, Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada,
New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Washington, and Wisconsin—
have taken the Treasury rule’s approach and explicitly applied it to all funds in a bank
account. These states have created a self-executing protection for a specified amount
ranging from $400 in Nevada to $5,000 in Wisconsin, or, in the case of Delaware, have
banned bank account seizure altogether. In Pennsylvania a court rule makes its exemption
self-executing, and in Wisconsin this is accomplished by a court form. In the other states
the self-executing nature of the protection is statutory. (A forthcoming NCLC report will
provide more details about self-executing protections for bank accounts).

A self-executing protection for a specified dollar amount, without regard to the source of the
funds, ensures that the exemption will achieve its purpose of protecting the debtor, saves
time and money for the legal system, and relieves banks of the need to do complicated
accounting or assist the debtor in tracing the source of the funds. These states serve as
models for the nation in how to make an exemption for a bank account effective at achieving
its goal of protecting the funds that families need to survive.

How The States Rate

Our analysis of states’ protection of bank accounts is from the point of view of a debtor who
is supporting a family and renting a home or apartment. When a family’s bank account is
cleaned out, that often means that the rent money is gone, as well as the money the family
set aside for other essential monthly bills and future needs.

Some states provide a targeted exemption for a bank account, while others provide a
wildcard that can be used to protect a bank account. When a state takes the wildcard
approach, we have assumed, for purposes of uniformity, that the debtor will apply the
wildcard first to the extent necessary to protect a car, and then, if possible, will protect a
basic amount in a bank account. However, some states provide wildcards that can only be
used for tangible personal property, not for a bank account, and some states provide no
means at all to exempt a basic amount in a bank account. Table 4 describes how we applied
wildcards to bank accounts, and our State Summaries provide state-by-state explanations of
how we applied wildcards and other exemptions. More detail about how we apply wildcard
exemptions can be found above in the discussion of protection of the family car and in our

Rating Criteria.
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Under our rating criteria, we award a state an ‘A’ if it either protects $12,000 in a bank
account or provides a self-executing protection for at least $3,000. NCLC’s Model
Family Financial Protection Act recommends a self-executing exemption of $3,000 in a
bank account.

We give a state a ‘B’ if it protects at least $5,000 ($1,000 if self-executing), and a ‘C’ if it
protects at least $1,000 ($500 if self-executing). States that protect at least $500 (or any
amount if self-executing) rate a ‘D,” and states that provide a non-self-executing protection of
less than $500 rate an ‘F.’

BEST STATES: Delaware is the top state, banning all bank account seizures. New York,
with a self-executing protection of $3,960,*' and Wisconsin, with a self-executing protection
of $5,000, are the only other states with an ‘A’ under our grading system. Nine states earn
‘B’ grades: Arizona, California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Nevada, New Mexico,
Oregon, South Carolina, and Washington. All of them protect at least $5,000 (or at least
$1,000 if self-executing).

WORST STATES: Twenty-one jurisdictions—Arkansas, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana,
lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, Texas, Utah, the Virgin Islands, and
Wyoming- protect less than $500 in a bank account (and all of them except Indiana provide
no protection at all). These states rate an ‘F’ grade. Pennsylvania, while it protects just
$300, earns a ‘D’ grade because it at least makes this minimal protection self-executing.

Table 4: Protection of Family Bank Accounts

NCLC's Model Family Financial Protection Act Recommendation: $12,000 in a
bank account

STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

"A" States Protect $12,000 or More or Have a Self-Executing Protection for at

Least $3,000

Delaware Prohibits garnishment of bank account
New York $3,960 self-executing protection
Wisconsin $5,000 self-executing protection
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AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

"B" States Protect At Least $5,000 or Have a Self-Executing Protection for at
Least $1,000

Arizona $5,400

California $2,244 self-executing protection
Connecticut $1,000 self-executing protection
Massachusetts $2,500 self-executing protection

$10,400, of which $400 is self-executing, and the remainder is a

Nevada $10,000 wildcard*

New Mexico $2,400 self-executing protection; uses part of a wildcard*
Oregon $2,500 self-executing protection

South Carolina $7,600 (amount includes a wildcard*)

Washington $3,000 wildcard*, of which $2,000 is self-executing

"C" States Protect at Least $1,000 or Have a Self-Executing Protection for at

Least $500

Alabama $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)

Alacka $2,970 is protected if a person who is supporting a family does not
receive regular wages

Colorado $2,500

District of Columbia $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)

Florida $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
lllinois $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Maine $3,550
Maryland $500 self-executing protection
Nebraska $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
New Hampshire $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

North Carolina $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
North Dakota $3,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Ohio $625 self-executing protection

South Dakota $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Tennessee $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Virginia $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
West Virginia $1,100

"D" States Protect at Least $500 or Have a Self-Executing Protection for Any Amount

Pennsylvania $300 self-executing protection (uses a wildcard*)
Rhode Island $500
Vermont $700
Arkansas No protection
Georgia No protection
Hawaii No protection
Idaho No protection
Indiana $450

lowa No protection
Kansas No protection
Kentucky No protection
Louisiana No protection
Michigan No protection
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

Minnesota No protection
Mississippi No protection
Missouri No protection
Montana No protection
New Jersey No protection
Oklahoma No protection
Puerto Rico No protection
Texas No protection
Utah No protection
Virgin Islands No protection
Wyoming No protection

*This table assumes that, if the state allows a "wildcard" exemption (one that is not limited to a
particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the debtor's choice), the debtor will
apply all or most of it first to protect a car up to $15,000 in value, and then the remainder to protect up
to $3,000 in a bank account if the state does not provide an earmarked exemption for a bank account.
In some states, the wildcard exemption is also the only exemption available to protect a home. See
our Rating Criteria for details and our State Summaries for state-by-state information.

STOPPING CREDITORS FROM THREATENING SEIZURE OF
A DEBTOR’S HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Household goods usually have little resale value. Seizing them and selling them does little to
pay off a debt. The costs of seizure and sale can even exceed the proceeds of the sale. Yet,
while the consumer’s household goods are of little use to the creditor, they are of enormous

value to families. Without beds, tables, chairs, a stove, a refrigerator, and other furniture and
appliances, parents cannot maintain a household for themselves and their families.

Threats to seize household goods are often merely a debt collector’s harassment tactic
rather than an actual way of recovering debts. Yet the mere threat to take a consumer’s
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household goods, even when the creditor rarely or never follows through, places
tremendous pressure on families. The threat can induce consumers to pay old written-off
credit card and other low-priority debts rather than high-priority obligations such as rent and
utility bills.

Some states provide strong protection to families by protecting all household goods from
seizure. Other states allow the debtor to exempt household goods up to a dollar amount.
Often a wildcard—an exemption that can be applied to protect items chosen by the debtor,
up to a certain aggregate dollar amount—comes into play as well. In this report we have
assumed, for the sake of uniformity, that the debtor would apply any wildcard first to protect
a car and a basic amount in a bank account (see our Rating Criteria), and apply any
remaining amount to protect up to $17,000 in household goods. However, debtors would
have to make their own individual choices. Some states also provide a separate exemption
for certain specified household items, such as beds or certain appliances, so in those
states a general exemption for household goods or a wildcard exemption may stretch a
little further.

We give a state an ‘A’ rating if it protects all household goods, a ‘B’ rating if it protects
household goods worth $17,000 or more, a’ C’ rating if it protects between $13,000 and
$16,999, a ‘D’ rating if it protects between $7,000 and $12,999, and an ‘F’ rating if the state
protects less than $7,000 in household goods.
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Map 6: Protection of Family Household Goods

@ Protects all necessary household goods (9 states & Puerto Rico) @
Protects household goods worth $17,000 or more (3 states) PR
. @ Protects household goods worth between $13,000 and $16,999 (3 states)
B @ Protects household goods worth between $7,000 and $12,999 (10 states & the District of Columbia)
. @ Protects household goods worth less than $7,000 (25 states & the Virgin Islands)

Table 5 lists the states that fall into each category. The ratings for GA, IN, NM, NC, ND, TX and WA
are based in whole or in part on use of a wildcard (an exemption that can be used to protect items
of the debtor's choice). In a number of other states, the wildcard was exhausted by applying it to a
car or bank account. See our Rating Criteria for details and our State Summaries for state-by-state

information.

BEST STATES: The strongest approach is to protect all of a consumer’s necessary
household goods and appliances. Eight jurisdictions—California, Connecticut, Hawaii,
lllinois, Kansas, Maine (with a cap on the amount of any individual item), Oklahoma, and
Puerto Rico (with caps on some items)—follow this approach. Two additional jurisdictions—
Louisiana and New York— achieve a similar result by exempting lists of household goods
that include all or almost all of the essential items a family is likely to have. We have given
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each of these ten jurisdictions an ‘A’ rating. Illinois formerly did not provide an earmarked
exemption for household goods, but only allowed a debtor to apply a small wildcard ($4,000)
to household goods or other property. The state significantly improved its protections in 2025
by creating an exemption for all household goods, with the proviso that a creditor can seek
court permission to levy on an item worth more than $5,000. Because of this change, it now
rates an ‘A’ rather than an ‘F’

New Mexico, North Dakota, and Texas do not protect all household goods, but each of
these states provides an earmarked exemption or wildcard that can be used to protect
more than $17,000 in household goods. This approach is less likely to be self-executing
than simply exempting all household goods, but still means that families probably have an
avenue to protect the household goods they need. These states rate a ‘B’

WORST STATES: Twenty-six jurisdictions—Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oregon, Pennsylvania,

South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virgin Islands, Virginia,
and Wyoming—protect less than $7,000 in household goods, and are rated ‘F.’ Some of
these states protect virtually none of the debtor’s household goods. For example, Arkansas
provides a $200 exemption ($500 if the debtor is married or the head of a household),
which must cover all personal property. Delaware provides just a $500 exemption for all
personal property except work tools, clothing, and bedding. (Under our grading criteria these
small sums would be applied first to an automobile.) This shocking indifference to debtors
and their families means that creditors can clean out a family’s home even though used
household goods typically have little or no resale value.

Table 5: Protection of Household Goods

NCLC's Model Family Financial Protection Act Recommendation: all household goods, but
creditor can seek court order to seize any item worth over $3,000

STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

"A" States that Protect All Necessary Household Goods

California All necessary household goods
Connecticut All necessary household goods
Hawaii All necessary household goods
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

All household goods are exempt, but creditor may seek court

lllinoi
nots permission to levy on item worth more than $5,000
Kansas All necessary household goods
. No dollar cap for extensive list of household goods used by debtor
Louisiana ,
or family
Maine No aggregate dollar cap; up to $600 per item
Extensive list of household goods, including all furniture, with no
New York
dollar cap
Oklahoma All household and kitchen furniture
Puerto Rico All necessary household goods, but with $100 or $200 cap on some

items

"B" States that Protect Household Goods Worth $17,000 or More

New Mexico $80,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
North Dakota $19,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Texas $80,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)

"C" States that Protect Household Goods Worth Between $13,000 and $16,999

Arizona $16,000
Massachusetts $15,000
Ohio $16,850 aggregate, $800 per item

"D" States that Protect Household Goods Worth Between $7,000 and $12,999

District of Columbia $8,625 aggregate, $425 per item

Idaho $7.500 aggregate, $1000 per item
lowa $7,000

Minnesota $12,510

Montana $7,000 aggregate, $1,250 per item
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

Nevada $12,000

North Carolina $7,000 (amount includes a wildcard)
Rhode Island $9,600

Washington $7,500 (amount includes a wildcard*)
West Virginia $8,000

Wisconsin $12,000

"F" States that Protect Less than $7,000 in Household Goods

Alabama No protection

Alaska $4,050

Arkansas No protection

Colorado $6,000

Delaware No protection

Florida No protection

Georgia $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Indiana $1,000 (amount includes a wildcard*)
Kentucky $3,000

Maryland $1,000

Michigan $1,000

Mississippi No protection

Missouri $3,000

Nebraska $3,582

New Hampshire $3,500

New Jersey $1,000
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STATE | AMOUNT OF PROTECTION

Oregon $3,000
Pennsylvania No protection
South Carolina $6,100
South Dakota No protection
Tennessee No protection
Utah $4,000
Vermont $2,500
Virgin Islands $3,000
Virginia $5,000
Wyoming $4,000

*This table assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption (one that is not limited to a
particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the debtor’s choice), the
debtor will apply all or most of it first to protect a car up to $15,000 in value, second to protect up
to $3,000 in a bank account, and third to protect household goods if the state does not provide an
earmarked exemption for them. See our Rating Criteria for details and our State Summaries for

state-by-state information.

Some states allow a married couple to preserve jointly owned personal property, such as
household goods or a car, from creditors if only one of the two spouses owes the debt.
This rule, called “tenancy by the entireties,” ameliorates the harshness of low exemptions
for household goods in some states, but only when just one of two spouses owes the
debt. It provides no help to widows, widowers, divorced parents, or single individuals who
incur debts.

NCLC’s Model Family Financial Protection Act protects all the debtor’s household goods
but allows the creditor to ask a court to allow sale of any item worth more than $4,000. This
approach ensures that a family will not be stripped of essential items needed for daily life,
yet at the same time does not protect high-cost luxury items.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start



https://www.nclc.org/resources/model-family-financial-protection-act/

SEVERAL STATES MADE PROGRESS SINCE 2024, BUT
MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE

Not one state rates an ‘A’ grade in each of the five There is no state where
areas of protection: wages, bank account, family a person struggling

means that there is no state where a person
struggling to make ends meet is fully protected from
seizure of their car, a home of median value, their
reasonably necessary household goods, a basic
amount in a bank account, and a disproportionate
amount of their wages. However, several states made
significant progress in 2025.

fully protected from
seizure of their car,

a home of median
value, their reasonably
necessary household
goods, a basic amount
in a bank account, and

Arizona amended its homestead exemption to a disproportionate
explicitly include many non-traditional homes: park amount of their wages.
model trailers, motor homes, travel trailers, fifth wheel

trailers, houseboats, manufactured homes, and other

forms of shelter in which the person resides, plus the land on which that shelter is located.*?
The same bill also adds an exemption for federal or state earned income tax credits or child
tax credits.

Arkansas amended its homestead exemption to allow exemptions for homes owned by an
LLC, if the LLC has only two members who are a married couple, or only one member who
is a natural person who is married or a head of household.*® This amendment is likely to help
family farmers, who often form LLCs to own and operate the farm.

Idaho revised an exemption statute to allow each spouse to claim the state’s $175,000
homestead exemption.*

lllinois made major improvements to its exemption laws, effective January 1, 2026.4 The
new law exempts all household goods, except that a creditor can seek court permission

to levy on any item worth more than $5,000. Formerly the state exempted only clothing,

a bible, school books, and family pictures. The new law creates a new exemption for

one piece of jewelry worth up to $5,000. In addition, it increases the state’s homestead
exemption from $15,000 to $50,000 ($100,000 if there are two or more owners), for a car
from $2,400 to $3,600, for work tools and professional books from $1,500 to $2,250, and
for a payment to compensate for personal bodily injury from $15,000 to $22,500. It also
provides that $1,000 of an existing $4,000 wildcard exemption is to be automatically applied
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to a bank account. However, the debtor still must file an exemption claim, and the automatic
protection lasts only until the hearing on the claim.

South Dakota increased the amount of proceeds of an execution sale of the homestead
that remain exempt for a year. The new cap is $100,000, up from $60,000. (The amount is
$170,000 if the debtor is 70 years old or the unmarried surviving spouse of such a debtor).*®

Washington made its entire $2,000 exemption for consumer bank accounts automatic.
Formerly only the first $1,000 was automatically exempt.*” The same bill requires that the
$2,000 figure be adjusted every three years to reflect inflation.

Arizona, California, Minnesota, Montana, Ohio, and Utah adjusted one or more
exemptions upward to account for inflation, as required by statutes in those states.

These changes are detailed in the State Summaries, and an appendix to NCLC’s Collection
Actions summarizes state exemption laws in more detail.*® All of these changes have been
included in our ratings, even if the changes have not yet taken effect.

In 2024, the Michigan legislature—both the House and the Senate—passed two bills that
would have made significant improvements in Michigan’s protections for families’ income
and property. One of the bills would have, among other things, improved the state’s
protections for wages, increased the exemption for household goods from $1,000 to
$5,000, created a self-executing exemption for $800 in a bank account and a $5,000
exemption for a car, increased the exemption for work tools from $1,000 to $10,000,
created a new $5,000 exemption for computers, and increased the homestead exemption
from $3,500 to $120,000 ($200,000 if the debtor or one of their dependents is 65 years of
age or older or is disabled). The bills also would have created a $10,000 exemption for farm
animals and crops, replacing the existing archaic exemption for 10 sheep, 2 cows, 5 swine,
100 hens, and 5 roosters, and would have improved the exemptions available for debtors
who file bankruptcy.

These family-friendly bills were inexplicably not sent to the governor for signature before

the end of the session, and the new House leadership has refused to send them to the
governor for signature. The Michigan Supreme Court has now agreed to determine whether
the House’s refusal was unlawful, making it possible that these important bills could become
law. If they do, they will be reflected in our 2026 report.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
What States Can Do to Protect Family Finances

States have good reason to be concerned about protecting their residents from overly
aggressive collection of judgments for consumer debts. The growing wealth gap, the high
volume of collection lawsuits filed around the country,*® and the soaring costs of necessities
are straining families to the breaking point and will make them increasingly vulnerable to
seizure of essential wages and property.

State exemption laws should:

= Protect a living wage—at least $1.000 per week, but more in high-cost states—for
working debtors, including those paid as independent contractors, so that families can

meet basic needs and maintain a safe, decent standard of living within the community.

= Automatically protect a reasonable amount of money on deposit so that debtors
have a cushion to cover several months of basic needs such as rent, daycare, utility
bills, and commuting expenses.

= Preserve the debtor’s ability to work, by protecting a working car, work tools, and
work equipment.

= Protect the family’s housing and necessary household goods.

= Protect retirees from destitution by restricting creditors’ ability to seize
retirement funds.

= Automatically update exemption laws for inflation.

= Close loopholes that enable some lenders to evade exemption laws. For example,
states that allow lenders to take household goods as collateral enable these lenders to
avoid state protections of household goods.

= Be self-enforcing to the extent possible, so that the debtor does not have to file
complicated papers or attend court hearings.

Model language for states to achieve these goals is provided in the National Consumer Law
Center’s Model Family Financial Protection Act.

By updating their exemption laws, states can prevent creditors and debt buyers from
reducing families to poverty. These protections also benefit society at large, by helping
families regain their financial footing and contribute to the economy, keeping workers in the
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work force, helping families stay together, reducing the demand on funds for unemployment
compensation and social services, and keeping money in local communities where it will aid
economic stability and growth.

What Congress Can Do

This report has focused on state laws because states are the primary source of protections
for debtors. But the federal government has an important role, too.

Since 1968, when the Consumer Credit Protection Act was passed, a federal law has
placed a limit on how much a debt collector can take from a worker’s wages.* This limit is
shockingly low —a full-time worker earning the federal minimum wage can be left with just
$217.50 a week, barely one-third of the poverty level for a family of four and nowhere close
to a living wage. Another significant flaw in the federal law is that it provides no protection
for wages after they are deposited in the worker’s bank account, even if they are direct-
deposited. Thus, even that $217.50 could be seized from a bank account. (Fortunately, the
federal law allows states to provide greater protections for workers’ wages, and, as detailed
earlier in this report, more than three-quarters of the states have done so).

It is time for Congress to improve this basic protection. Congress should:

= Increase the federal protection against wage seizure to $1.000, with annual

adjustments for inflation, to protect a living wage.

= Enact a self-executing protection of $3.000 in a bank account from seizure (also
adjusted annually for inflation), so that families can cover several months of expenses to
address income or expense shocks or preserve some funds for retirement.

Congress also writes the nation’s bankruptcy laws and controls how the government collects
its own debts. Congress should also:

= Restore the viability of bankruptcy as a fresh start by simplifying the bankruptcy
process, increasing asset and homestead protections, and giving student loan borrowers
and those struggling with unaffordable criminal justice fines and fees the same fresh
start opportunity as others.

= |nstruct the federal government to stop seizing federal safety net payments, including
the Earned Income Tax Credit, the Child Tax Credit, veterans’ benefits, and Social
Security benefits to repay government debts or old child support payments owed to
state governments.
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APPENDIX A
Rating Criteria

Our grading criteria for each protection are discussed in the text of this report. The text
below describes the methodology used to arrive at each grade. Going forward, we plan to
make inflation adjustments to the dollar amounts in our criteria every three years.

FAMILY OF FOUR. For purposes of this report, we assume that the debtor is the head of a
family of four. Thus, if a state provides a higher exemption amount for a person who is the
head of a family, we have used that amount in our ratings. A few states also provide small
increases in their protection of wages or property when the debtor has dependent children.
In those states, we have assumed that the debtor has two children.

CARS AND “TOOLS OF THE TRADE.” Several jurisdictions provide an exemption for

a car only if the debtor uses it to get to work. Since this exemption would be available for
the typical working family, we have included those exemptions in this report. In some other
states, an exemption for “tools of the trade” may apply to a car, but often the courts require
the car to be used for more work-related functions than just getting to and from work. In this
report we have assumed that any exemption for tools of the trade is not interpreted to be
flexible enough to exempt a car that is used for commuting, unless the statutory language is
more specific about applying a “tools” or “working tool” exemption to a car.

STRUCTURE OF STATE EXEMPTION LAWS AND USE OF WILDCARDS. Some state
exemption laws provide a list of property that debtors can preserve from their creditors,
with a dollar cap for each category. Others provide a “wildcard” exemption of a certain
dollar amount. Then the debtor chooses what specific items to protect. Some wildcards
are limited to certain kinds of property, and some are available only if the debtor does not
take advantage of some other exemption, usually the homestead exemption. Many states’
exemption schemes combine both a list of earmarked exemptions and a wildcard.

In order to treat these states uniformly, so that their results for debtors can be compared

on a state-by-state basis, this report employs certain assumptions. We assume that, if a
wildcard is available, the debtor will apply it first to preserve a car worth up to $15,000,
because for so many debtors a working car is necessary to keep a job, buy groceries, and
get health care. However, if the wildcard exemption is at least $3,000 and the state does not
offer an earmarked exemption for a bank account or household goods, we reserve $1,000
of the wildcard for those purposes. If any amount of a wildcard remains after applying it to
preserve a car worth up to $15,000, we apply it next to a bank account, if the state allows

it to be used for this purpose and if the state did not provide an earmarked exemption for a
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bank account. If any amount remains after preserving up to $3,000 in a bank account, we
apply the remainder to the debtor’s household goods, up to $17,000. If any amount remains
after preserving $17,000 in household goods, we then apply up to an additional $5,000 to
the debtor's car.

In some states, a wildcard is available only if the debtor does not claim some other
exemption, typically a homestead exemption. For purposes of our ratings of the state’s
protection of a car, a bank account, and household goods, we have assumed that the debtor
has not claimed a homestead exemption. A few states offer a wildcard in the amount of any
unused portion of certain earmarked exemptions for types of personal property. In these
states, we have assumed that the debtor has not used an exemption for tools of the trade or
crops, but has used the full exemption for a car, a bank account, and household goods.

WAGE SEIZURE CALCULATIONS. In calculating the amount of wages protected from
seizure, we have assumed that the debtor is working full-time at minimum wage and is

the head of a four-person household that includes two dependent children. If the state

law explicitly requires the state minimum wage rather than the federal minimum wage to

be used in a particular calculation, we have done so. In the few states that provide that a
calculation is to be based on the larger of the state or local minimum wage, we have used
the state minimum. If the state minimum wage varies by region within the state or by the
size of the employer, we use the highest minimum wage. For Vermont, which protects more
of a worker’s wages if the debt arose from a consumer credit transaction, we assume that it
did. For simplicity, our wage seizure calculations are based on gross wages, not net wages.
In drafting a wage seizure limit, however, the distinction between net and gross wages is
important, because the exact calculations can make a significant difference.

Many wage seizure laws protect the higher of two calculations—one based on a flat amount,
such as $750 or 30 times the federal or state minimum wage, and the other based on a
percentage of the worker's weekly earnings. In a state with a higher minimum wage than the
federal minimum, we assume that a full-time worker is earning 40 times the state minimum
wage, and our percentage of earnings calculation is based on that figure.

MEDIAN HOME VALUES. Our rating of the state’s protection of the debtor’s home is based
on the extent to which the state’s homestead exemption protects a median-priced home in
the state. We base median home values on the U.S. Census Bureau’s most recent American
Community Survey. This report is usually released in the fall and reflects the previous year’s
median prices, broken down by state.®' For this report we used the most recent values
available when researching this report, i.e. 1-year estimates for 2024.
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In New York, where the exempt amount ranges from $102,400 to $204,825 depending on
the county, we have chosen the highest exemption amount ($204,825), which applies to 10
counties in the New York City area. The average of those 10 counties’ median home values
was $720,930 in 2024.52

For the Virgin Islands, a 2020 figure® is the latest available. To estimate the 2024 median,
we determined the average percentage increase in median values across the United States
between 2020 and 2024. (For 2024, we used the 2024: ACS 1-Year Estimates (B25077)).
We calculated the percentage increase for each state by dividing the 2024 estimates by the
2020 estimates and then took the average of all the state increases. Our final step was to
apply this average percentage increase to the 2020 Virgin Islands median value. The result
was a median home value of $455,177.

OTHER RULES. Some states provide higher exemption amounts for debtors who are older
or have disabilities. In this report we have not used these higher amounts.

Some states allow married debtors to “stack” their exemptions. For example, if a state
allowed a $2,000 exemption for a car, each spouse might be able to exempt that amount
and save a car worth $4,000. The figures in this report are based on the individual
exemption amounts unless otherwise stated.

Some states make a homestead exemption dependent in whole or in part on filing of a
document declaring that the home is the debtor’'s homestead. In those states, we have
assumed that the debtor has filed the required declaration.

HOW WE DEAL WITH AMBIGUITIES IN EXEMPTION LAWS. When there are ambiguities
in state exemption laws, we have generally interpreted them in favor of a broader rather
than a narrower exemption. For example, some states’ exemption laws are not clear about
whether a wildcard exemption, such as one that applies to “any real or personal property,”
can be used to protect a bank account. If we could find any cases that treated such a
wildcard as available to protect a bank account, we treated it as available. If we have
overlooked any decisions or statutes that address these or other questions, please bring
them to our attention.

Interpreting ambiguous exemption laws broadly is in line with the general principle that state
exemption laws are to be interpreted liberally in favor of the debtor. But it also means that,
even in states that we rate highly, the exemption law may need improvements to make it
clear that the broader reading is correct.
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APPENDIX B
State Summaries

This appendix shows, for each state plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands, how well the jurisdiction protects a family’s basic income and assets from
seizure by creditors and debt collectors. It analyzes the jurisdiction’s exemption laws from
the perspective of a consumer who is supporting two children and working full-time at
minimum wage. It includes the overall grade for the state, and the grades for each of the
five elements we rate: protection of a living wage, the home, a car, a basic amount in a bank
account, and household goods.

Alabama ..........ccccveeeeeenn. 52  Louisiana........ccccceeeeennn. 70  Oklahoma........ccccceeennnnnee 88
Alaska......cccccceveeveeeeiennnnnn. 53 Maine........ccoeeieiiil 71 Oregon......cccccevvvvvevvnnnnnnns 89
Arizona .......coovviiiiiieenen, 54  Maryland...........ccceeeeeennn. 72  Pennsylvania................... 90
Arkansas...........cccceeeeeennn. 55 Massachusetts................. 73  Puerto Rico........ccccevvnnnneee 91
California .......cccccceeeinnns 56  Michigan........cccccccceennnnns 74 Rhode lsland ................... 92
Colorado.......cccecuvvevenene 57 Minnesota........cccccceeunenen. 75  South Carolina................. 93
Connecticut..................... 58  MisSiSSIPPi....uvvvrrerrrrnninnnns 76  South Dakota................... 94
Delaware ..........cccoeeuuveeeee. 59  MiSSOUM .....ccovviivviiiiennnnn. 77  Tennessee.......ccccccevrnnnee 95
District of Columbia ......... 60 Montana..........ccoceeeeiinnnnn. 78  Texas....cocccovveeeiiinnenn, 96
Florida........ccccceeiiiiiiine 61 Nebraska ..........cccoeeuvnnee. 79 Utah....oois 97
Georgia..........ccceeeeeeeeen. 62 Nevada.........oooceeveevennnnn. 80 Vermont...........cceveevinnnnn. 98
Hawaii........cccceeeeiiiiiine, 63 New Hampshire............... 81  Virginlslands................... 99
[daho.......covviiiiiiiiee, 64 New Jersey.......ccooceeeeennnn. 82  Virginia.......cccoevvviienennn. 100
1 TgToT [ T 65 New Mexico.........cccuu.... 83  Washington.................... 101
Indiana........cccoooviviieeennnn. 66 NewYork......ooocooovveeennnn. 84  West Virginia ................. 102
lowa ..o, 67  North Carolina.................. 85  Wisconsin........ccccvveennn. 103
Kansas........cccocceevviininnnnn. 68  North Dakota ................... 86 Wyoming........oooovvvieeennn. 104
Kentucky.......cccccuvvvvvnnnnnnns 69 Ohio.....ooceeiiiiii, 87
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ALABAMA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

Statute protects only the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times the federal
minimum wage. However, the state
constitution provides a $1,000 wildcard for
personal property, and a state appellate
decision, Renter's Realty v. Smith, 322 So. A
3d 1060 (Ala. Ct. App.2000), holds that
this can be applied to exempt up to $1,000
in wages in the hands of the debtor's
employer. Advocates report that this
exemption is being widely applied.

Ala. Const.

Weekly wages of... $1,000 Art.X.§ 204

Ala.Code This is 8% of the median home value in the F
§ 6-10-2 state.

The only exemptions available for a car
are a $9,400 statutory wildcard,* adjusted
triennially for inflation, and a $1,000 D
constitutional wildcard. This uses all but
$1,000 of these wildcards.

This uses the remainder of the wildcards.
Inre Lively, 583 B.R.534 (Bankr. M.D.

Ala. 2017), the court treated the statutory
Abank account $1000 Ala.Code wildcard as available to protect a sum c
worth... ’ § 6-10-6 of money that a state court was holding

for the debtor, soit appears that it can
probably be used to protect a bank
account.

A home worth... $18,800

Ala. Code

A car worth... $9,400 §6-10-6

If the wildcards are used to protect a
Household No Ala.Code $9,400 car and $1,000 in a bank account, F
goods worth... protection § 6-10-6 nothing will be left to protect household
goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ALASKA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Alaska Stat.
§%g gg %ggo State protects $743 (adjusted biennially
Weekly wages of... $743 Alas.ka A dmi’n for inflation) if the debtor is the sole c
Codetit 8 " | support of a household.
§95.030
$72.900 Alaska Stat.
Ah (adjusted § 09'38'01(.); This is 19% of the median home value in
ome worth... SO Alaska Admin. F
biennially for . the state.
inflation) Gt
§95.030
cfr“\;\/oof;?hlzp Alaska Stat.
t0$27000 § 09.38.020;
A car worth... (@ djuéte d Alaska Admin. | Earmarked exemption. F
biennially for 20556 3;08 ’
inflation) ’
For aperson
W;;::Ot §A Ioags g%sotgé_ Earmarked exemption. It also appears that
A bank account o ulagrj Alask.a A dmin, wages remain exempt after payment. Inre C
worth... 9 AMIN- | Henrickson, 2007 WL 703620 (Bankr. D.
ST, Codetit.8, | A\ skaMar.5,2007)
$2,970is §95.030 o )
protected
$4,050 Alaska Stat.
Household (adjusted SUREEE, .
et Alaska Admin. | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... biennially for Code it 8
inflation) §95030

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ARIZONA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 60 times the applicable
Ariz.Rev. minimum wage (federal, state ($14.70/
Stat. Ann.§§ | hr.), or local, whichever is highest), or 90%
Weekly wages of... $682 12-159810(F), | of wages. Protection may beincreased B
33-1131 to0 95% in case of “extreme economic
hardship” to debtor or family.
Ariz.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 100% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $425200 | - 5331101 | the state. A
$16,000 .
A car worth... ($26,700 if Ariz. Rev. Statt Earmarked exemption. B
. Ann. § 33-1125
disabled)
Abank account Ariz. Rev. Stat. .
worth... $5,400 Ann.§ 331126 Earmarked exemption. B
Household Ariz. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $16,000 Ann.§ 331123 Earmarked exemption. C

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ARKANSAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Ark.Code Ann 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $330 ' " | minimum wage, but since worker will be D
§16-66-208 . o
paid at the state minimum wage, $11/hour,
75% of that will be $330.

Nodollarcap | Ark.Const.art.
if married 9,8§§34,5. Ark.
or head of Code Ann. §
household 16-66-210

A home worth... Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A

The only exemption available for acaris a
A car worth... $500 $500 wildcard* for a head of household. F
This uses all of that wildcard.

If the wildcard is used to protect a $500

vAv:ft?\k B rotlzgtion car, nothing will be left to protect a bank F
P account.

If the wildcard is used to protect a
H::ds:r\:\z:?th rotl;lgtion $500 car, nothing will be left to protect F
g P household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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CALIFORNIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 80% of disposable
Cal.Civ earnings or 48 times the state minimum
Weekly wages of... $792 Proc.Code wage ($1.6 SUSL deptp rearns more C
§706.050 than 48 times the state minimum wage,
’ 40% of the amount in excess of 48 times
the state minimum wage can be seized.
Median home
value in county
or $?’61’O76‘ Cal i This is 95% of the average median home
Ahome worth... whichever Proc.Code | " " state B
is greater, §704.730 ’
capped at
$722,507
8,625 .
(f djl:ISte d Cal.Civ. .
A car worth... S Proc.Code | Earmarked exemption. D
triennially for
) . §704.010
inflation)
$2,244 self-
executing
protection;in
addition, 100%
of wages Cal.Civ.
A bank account . . .
worth remainexempt | Proc.Code | Earmarked self-executing exemption. B
after deposit §704.220
if garnished
before deposit;
otherwise
75% exempt
Ordinary and reasonably necessary
Cal.Civ household goods are exempt. ltems of
Household L extraordinary value may be sold, but the
Nodollarcap | Proc.Code . . A
goods worth... portion of the proceeds that is needed to
§704.020 . .
purchase areplacement item of ordinary
value is exempt.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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COLORADO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Colo. Rev. Stat State protects 40 times state minimum
Weekly wages of... $592.40 S " | wage of $14.810r 80% of disposable D
§13-54-104 |. i .
income, whichever is greater.
$250,000
A home worth ($350,000 | Colo.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 44% of the median home value in D
elderor §38-41-201 | the state.
disabled)
15,000
($25,000 Colo. Rev. Stat. .
Acarworth... itelderty.on §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption. B
disabled)
A bank account Colo. Rev. Stat. ,
worth... $2,500 §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption
Household Colo. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $6,000 §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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CONNECTICUT

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Conn. Gen. Stat. | State protects 75% or 40 times the state
Weekly wages of... $654 §52-361a(f) | minimum wage of $16.35 c
Conn.Gen. Stat. | This is 63% of the median home valuein
A home worth... $250000 | "¢ 55 amoni) | the state. C
Conn. Gen. . .
Acar worth... $8,000 Stat. §§ 52- Z:;fotrigg'&?;Zg%%%ﬂg;zrrﬁe? D
352b(j), (1) P ’ '
Abank account Conn. Gen. Stat. . .
worth... $1,000 §52-376b Earmarked self-executing protection B
Household Conn. Gen. Stat.
Nodollarcap | §§52-352a, | “Necessary”furniture, appliances, etc. A
goods worth... 52-352b(a)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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DELAWARE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Del. Code Ann State protects 85% of wages. Since
Weekly wages of... $450.50 tit ’ 10,§ 4913 " | worker will be paid at state minimum wage, D
T $15/hour, 85% of that will be $510.
A $500
wildcard* for
A home worth theheadofa | Del. Code Ann. | Thisis 01% of the median home value in F
familycanbe | tit.10,§4903 | the state.
appliedtoa
homestead
The only exemption available for a car is
Del. Code Ann. | a$500 wildcard, available only if it is not
A carworth... $500 tit. 10,84903 | applied to the home. This uses all of the F
wildcard.
Bank
A bank account c&:l;r?r?cljp :)Z Del. Code Ann. A
worth... e tit. 10, §3502(b)
Delaware
If the wildcard is used to protect a
Hg:::hc::dth " otggti - I?[ﬁl.1%o§:§)n; " | $500 car, nothing will be left to protect F
g worth... P Y household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Jurisdiction protects 40 times the DC.
minimum wage of $17.95/hour. If the
DC.Code §§ | debtor makes more than this, the creditor
Weeklywages of... Sk 16-572,16-572a | can garnish 25% of the wages over that c
amount. More can be exempted upon
showing of undue hardship.
No dollar
capif debtor DC.Code §
A home worth... sthehead | 15-501@)14) | ullvalueof thehome. A
of afamily
This combines an earmarked exemption
$10,500 of $2,575 with an $850 wildcard* that
A car worth if debtor D.C.Code § 15- | is available to the head of a family and c
is head of 501(a)(1), @)(3) | $7,075 of asecond $8,075 wildcard that
afamily is available if the debtor does not use the
homestead exemption.
A bank account $1000 DC.Code§ | This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of c
worth... ’ 15-501(a)(3) | the second wildcard.
$425/item/
$8,625
Household aggregate DC.Code § .
goods worth... ifdebtor | 15-501(a)() | Carmarkedexemption. D
is head of
a family

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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FLORIDA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For head of household, the first $750
Fla. Stat. is exempt; amounts over $750 may be
IR RS G i §22211 | garnished only if debtor has agreedin C
writing.
Fla. Const. art.
A home worth... Nodollarcap | X,§4(a)(1); Fla. | Limiton number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
Stat.§ 222.05
This combines an earmarked exemption
Fla. Const. of $5,000 with a $1,000 constitutional
art.X,§(4)(a) | wildcard* and $3,000 of a $4,000
Acarworthi: $9,000 (2);Fla. Stat. | statutory wildcard that is available to a D
§§222.25 debtor who does not claim or benefit from
the state homestead exemption.
This makes use of the remaining $1,000
of the statutory wildcard. Inre Rodale, 452
B.R.290 (Bankr. M.D.Fla.2011) treats a
HaComiat “financial account” as “personal property”
A batr;‘k account $1,000 )élg (g:;?)g;; that can be protected by the $4,000 C
worth... 222'1 1 22'2 o5 wildcard. See also In re Abbott, 408 B.R.
R 903 (Bankr. S.D.Fla.2009) (applying
the wildcard exemption to a checking
account).
Fla. Const. There is no earmarked exemption. If the
Household No art.X,§(4)(a) | wildcards are used to protect a $5,000 car F
goods worth... protection (2);Fla.Stat. | and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing will
§§222.25 be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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GEORGIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Ga. Code Ann State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 § 18-4-5 " | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
Ga.Code Ann. | Thisis 6% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... $21,500 §44-134 . F
Ga.Code Ann The only exemption available for acaris a
A car worth... $4,000 : " | $5,000 wildcard.* This uses all but $1,000 F
§ 4441341 :
of the wildcard.
Since the wildcard can be used only for
“real or personal property,” it is unclear
A bank account No Ga.Code Ann. | whether any part of it can be applied to F
worth... protection § 441341 protect a bank account, so the remaining
$1,000 of the wildcard will be applied to
household goods.
Household Ga. Code Ann. . . .
goodsworth... $1,000 § 44131 This uses the remainder of the wildcard. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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HAWAII

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects all but 5% of the first $100 in
Haw. Rev. Stat wages, all but 10% of next $100, and all but
Weekly wages of... $473 §6 5 24) ('a) ( 4)' 20% of remainder. Calculation assumes D
40 hours at state minimum wage ($14/
hour).
$30,000
A home worth for head Haw. Rev. Stat. | Thisis 3% of the median home value in the F
of family §651-92 state.
orelder
Haw. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $2,575 §6511221(2) Earmarked exemption. F
A bank account No F
worth... protection
REIEEEE No dollar caj s A S All necessary furnishings, appliances, etc
goods worth... Pl s651121(1) ry gs,app etc.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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IDAHO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

Idaho Code | State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 Ann. §§ 11- 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F

207, 11-712 minimum wage.

Idaho Code NI : ]
A home worth... $175,000 §§ 11001 This is 39% of the median home value in D

the state.
to 111003
Idaho Code § | This combines a $10,000 earmarked
Acarworth... $1,500 11-605(3), (10) | exemption with a $1,500 wildcard.* c
None, but
A bank account waggs Idaho Code There is r)o earmgrked exempthn, anq the
orth remain §11-713 wildcard is unavailable because it applies F
w exempt after only to tangible personal property.
deposit

Household $7500 Idaho Code | Earmarked exemption: $750 for any single D
goods worth... ’ §11-605(1) item, capped at $7,500 in the aggregate.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ILLINOIS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
7351ll. Comp.

Stat. §5/12- | State protects 85% of gross wages or 45
Weekly wages of... $675 803;7401ll. | times the federal or state minimum wage C

Comp. Stat. ($15/hour).

§170/4
PPYS ; ;

A home worth... $50,000 7351ll. Comp. | Thisis 18% of the median home value in F

Stat. §5/12-901 | the state.
This combines an earmarked exemption of

73511l. Comp. . .
$3,600 (increased from $2,400 effective
Acar worth... $6,600 Stat. §5/12- |7 "5 006) with $3.000 of 4 $4,000 D
1001(b), (c) wildcard.”

This makes use of the remaining $1,000
of the second wildcard. This amount is

Abank account e It automatically protected, but only until the
$1,000 Stat. § 5/12- . : C
worth... 1001(b) return date of the garnishment, at which
time the judgment debtor must claim the
exemption or loseit.
All
household
goods are
ST All household goods are exempt, but
but may 7351ll. Comp. ) S
Household . creditor may seek court permission to levy
obtaincourt | Stat.§5/12- . ; A
goods worth... L onitem worth more than $5,000 (effective
permission 1001(b)
Jan.1,2026)
tolevyon
item worth
more than
$5,000

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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INDIANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

Weekly wages of...

A home worth...

A car worth...

A bank account
worth...

Household
goods worth...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Ind.Code § 75% of wages or 30 times the federal
$217.50 ) minimum wage, except that garnishment F
24-45-5105
can be reduced to as low as 10% of wages
upon a showing of good cause.
Ind. Code §§
$22,750 34-55-10-2(c),
(adjusted 34-55-10-2.5, | Thisis 9% of the median home value in the F
everyByears | 34-55-10-14; | state.
forinflation) | 750 Ind. Admin.
Code § 1-11
The only exemption available for acaris a
$1100 Ind. Code § 34- | $12,100 wildcard* (adjusted every 6 years c
’ 55-10-2(c)(2) | forinflation) for tangible personal property.
This uses all but $1,000 of the wildcard.
$450 Ind. Code §34-
(adjusted 55-10-2(c)(3); .
every6years | 750 Ind. Admin. SEEEE SEm e F
for inflation) Code § 1-1-1
Ind. Code § 34- | Thereis no earmarked exemption. This

$1,000

55-10-2(c)(2)

uses the remaining $1,000 of the wildcard.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of

the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start

NCLC.org
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IOWA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For debts arising from consumer contract,
the state protects 75% of disposable
lowa Code earnings or 40 times the federal minimum
Weekly wages of... $290 §§537.5105, | wage.Inaddition there is an annual cap: F
642.21 for a debtor at the poverty level the cap is
$1,500 per year, and wage seizure can be
reduced in case of hardship.
A home worth... No dollar cap Iogvggozde Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
lowa Code This combines a $7,000 earmarked
LA 000 §6276(9) | exemption with a$1,000 wildcard.* D
A bank account None lowa Code § F
worth... 642.21(3)
Household lowa Code .
goods worth... $7,000 §626.6(5) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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KANSAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

Kan. Stat. Ann State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 s 6 0_2é 10 " | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.

Kan. Stat. Ann.

A home worth... No dollar cap §60-2301 Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
Kan. Stat. Ann. .

A car worth... $20,000 § 60-2304(c) Earmarked exemption. A

A bank account No F

worth... protection

Household No dollar ca Kan. Stat. Ann. | Allreasonably necessary household A

goods worth... P | §60-2304(a) |goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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KENTUCKY

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Ky.Rev. Stat State protects just the federal minimum,
.Rev. . o )
Weekly wages of... $217.50 Ann.§ 427010 75 /o of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
Ky.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 2% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... $5000 | , §427060 | state. F
Ky. Rev.
A car worth... $2,500 Stat. Ann.§ Earmarked exemption. F
427.010(1)
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Ky.Rev.
Hou:eholdth $3,000 Stat. Ann.§ | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... 427010(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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LOUISIANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

Weekly wages of...

A home worth...

A car worth...

A bank account
worth...

Household
goods worth...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
La. Rev. Stat State protects just the federal minimum,
.Reuv. . o )
$217.50 Ann. § 13:3881 75 /o of wages or 30 times the federal F
minimum wage.
$35,000
(100% of
value for
expenses
of certain
catastrophic ,I&i'nRg\é gga: This is 16% of the median home value in F
illness; may ' | the state.
. 13:38511
not be seized
for consumer
credit card
debt, but lien
is created)
$7’.5.O o La.Rev.
(additional Stat. Ann
$7,500if . . Earmarked exemption. D
§13:3881(A)
adapted for (7).(8)
disability) ’
No
protection F
La. Rev. Stat.
Ann.§§ Extensive list of household goods used by
Nedelareny 13:3881(A) debtor or family. A

(3),(A)4)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of

the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start

NCLC.org
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MAINE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
. State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
MEITBIFEY the state minimum wage of $14.65/hour
Weekly wages of... $586 Stat. Ann. it. he federal minimum it D
9-A§5105(2) or t. e federal minimum wage, whichevel
is higher.
$188,550
for elder,
disabled,
orif minor
dependents
reside with
debtor
($94,300 | Me.Rev. Stat. - . .
Ahomeworth... | individual; for | Ann.tit. 14, ihists S9%ofthe median home valuein C
jointowners, | §4422(1) ’
the greater of
$894,300 or
the debtor’s
ownership
share
multiplied by
$188,550)
Me. Rev. Stat. . . .
. This combines an earmarked exemption of
Acar worth... SEA0Y < ffé'éﬁgfﬁ’@ $11,800 with a $600 wildcard.* C
vAv:;:l‘l-(“account $3,550 Earmarked exemption. C
Household goods are exempt without
an aggregate dollar cap; thereis acap
H No A Rey. Stat. of $500 per item for most items, but if
ousehold Ann. tit. 14,
goods worth... aggregate §4422(3) the debfcor does not use the homestegd _ A
dollar cap ©),(8). (1 6’) exemption a $6,000 wildcard exemptionis
e available and can be used to protect more
expensive items.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MARYLAND

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Md. Code Ann. o .
Weekly wages of... $450 Com. Law State prote.c'Fs 75% of wages or 30 times D
the state minimum wage of $15/hour.
§15.6011
$6,000
wildcard* Md. Code Ann. 10 . .
A home worth... canbe Cts. & Jud. ;’tr:f e|s1 % of the median home value in the F
appliedto Proc.§11-504 ’
real property
The only exemption available for a car
Md.Code Ann. | . . . . .
isa $6,000 wildcard that is available if
A carworth... el Cts. & Jud. Proc. the debtor does not use the homestead D
§11-504(b)(5) .
exemption.
Md. Code Ann. .
vAv b:lt?‘k account $500 Cts. & Jud. Proc. :Xti]c)otizilf—executlng earmarked C
orth... §11-504(b)(5) ption.
Household Md. Code Ann.
ds worth $1,000 Cts. &Jud. Proc. | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... §11-504(b)(4)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MASSACHUSETTS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Mass. Gen. State protects 85% of gross wages or 50
Weekly wages of... $750 Laws Ch. times the greater of the federal or state C
246,§28 minimum wage ($15/houir).
Mass. Gen. Tr o : ,
A home worth... $1,000,000 Laws Ch. Thisis 165% of the median home valuein A
(if declared) the state.
188,81
Mass. Gen. This combines an earmarked exemption of
A car worth... $13,500 Laws Ch.235, | $7,500 with $1,000 of ageneral wildcard* C
§§34(16), (17) | and $5,000 of certain unused exemptions.
Mass. Gen.
A bank account Laws Ch. 235, . .
T $2,500 §34(15), Ch. Earmarked self-executing exemption. B
246,§ 28A
Household Mass. Gen.
oods worth $15,000 Laws Ch.235, | Earmarked exemption. C
g §34(1),(2), (12)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MICHIGAN

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Mich.Comp. | 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $374.40 Laws § minimum wage. Since worker will be paid D
600.5311 at state minimum wage, $12.48/hour, 75%
of that will be $374.40.

Mich. Comp.
Laws §§ 10 . .
A home worth... $3500 6006023, ;’tr:f e|s1 % of the median home value in the F
600.6024, ’
559.214

Earmarked exemption for a motor
Mich.Comp. | vehicle “to enable a personto carryon

A car worth... $1,000 Laws the profession, trade, occupation, or F
§600.6023(1) | businessin which the personis principally
engaged.”

Abank account No F
worth... protection

Mich. Comp.
Houdsef‘:\:)l:ith $1,000 Laws § Earmarked exemption. F
goods worih... 600.6023(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MINNESOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
. State protects 40 times the state
Minn. Stat. §§ . .
Weekly wages of.. $445 550.37(13), m|n|r_num wage of $11.13/h9ur, with e_lmount D
garnishable above that going up asincome
571.922
goes up.
$510,000
($1,200,000 .
Minn. Stat. §§ . o . .
A home worth... for_afarm), 510,01, 510.02, This is 148% of the median home value in A
adjusted the state.
o 550.37(12)
biennially
for inflation
$10,000
($100,000if
modified for .
A car worth... disability), AL S (S Earmarked exemption. C
) 550.37(12a)
adjusted
biennially
for inflation
A bank account None Minn. Stat. § F
worth... 550.37(13)
$12,510
Household (adjusted Minn. Stat. § .
goods worth... biennially for 550.37(4) ST ST e, D
inflation)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MISSISSIPPI

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Miss. Code State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 ! 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
Ann. § 85-3-4 -
minimum wage.
Miss. Code /YR ] .
Ahome worth... $75000 | Ann.§85-3- mss'tsafe%"f themedian home valuein D
21,85-3-1(d) ’
Miss. Code The only exemption available for a car
A car worth... $9,000 Ann § 85-31 isa$10,000 wildcard.” This uses all but D
' $1,000 of the wildcard.
There is no earmarked exemption for a
bank account, and a Mississippi Supreme
A bank account None Miss. Code Court decision, Cartwright v. Deposit Guar. F
worth... Ann.§ 85-3-1 | Nat|Bank, 675 So. 2d 847 (Miss. 1996),
holds that the wildcard cannot be used to
protect a bank account.
. If the wildcard is used to protect a $9,000
H::ds:f‘:;::?th rotggtion A'\:';’séggd;_ ;| car and $1000 in abank account, nothing F
g P ’ will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MISSOURI

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of wages for head of
Mo. Rev.Stat. | family. Since worker will be paid at state
IR RS G S §525.030 | minimum wage, $13.75/hour, 90% of that D
willbe $495.
Mo.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 6% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... $15,000 §5(3475 | state. F
This combines an earmarked exemption of
Mo.Rev. Stat. | $3,000 with a $600 general wildcard,* an
§§513.430(1) | additional $1,250 wildcard that is available
Acarworth... $5.550 (3), (M (B), to adebtor whois the head of a household, D
513440 and two exemptions of $350 that are
available for each dependent child.
A bank account
worth... NS F
Household Mo. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $3,000 §513430(1)(1) Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start
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MONTANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Mont.Code | 75% of wages or 30 times federal

Weekly wages of... $317 Ann. § 25- minimum wage. Since worker will be paid D
13-614 at state minimum wage, $10.55/hour, 75%
of that will be $316.50.

Mont. Code A GYED) ] :

Ahome worth... $409450 | Ann.§§70-32- mss'tsaff % of the median home valuein B
101,70-32-104 ’

Mont. Code

A car worth... $4,000 Ann. §25- Earmarked exemption. F
13-609(2)
A bank account
None
worth... F
$7,000 Mont. Code

Household ’ ;
goods worth... aggregate; Ann. §25- Earmarked exemption. D

$1250/item 13-609(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEBRASKA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 85% of wages for head of
Neb. Rev. Stat. | household. Since worker will be paid at
HeSivigaose i GASE §25-1558 state minimum wage, $13.50/hour, 85% of D
that will be $459.
Neb. Rev. State NI : ,
A home worth... $120,000 §§ 40101, This is 46% of the median home value in D
the state.
40-102
$10,940 (to
be adjusted
e fuEie s Nl e This combines an earmarked exemption of c
A car worth... every five §8§ 25-1556(4), ) . N
TS 254550 $5,970 with $4,970 of a $5,970 wildcard.
beginning
in2023)
A bank account s, st e This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
th e §§254552, |6 wildcard C
worth... 254560 :
$3,582
(adjusted
Household fz\r:rf;afklc;n Neb. Rev. Stat. Earmarked exemption F
goods worth... §25-1556(4) '
years
beginning
in2023)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEVADA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
o .
HeSivigaose i HEEEIED ?%2;0222(;) will be paid at state minimum wage, $12/ D
9)SLe992 | hour, 82% of that will be $393.60.
Nev.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 133% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $605,000 SH5010 | thestate A
Nev. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $15,000 §21090(1)(f) Earmarked exemption. B
This makes use of a $400 self-executing
A bank account Nev. Rev. Stat. protection, plus a $10,000 wildcard.*
$10400 | §§21.090(1)(g) " , B
worth... In addition, wages remain exempt after
(2),(2),21105 .
deposit.
Household Nev. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $12,000 §21090(1)(b) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
N.H.Rev. Stat. | State protects 50 times the federal
Weeklywages of... $362.50 Ann.§512:21 | minimum wage. D
N.H.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 26% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $120,000 Ann.§4801 | thestate. D
This combines an earmarked exemption
of $10,000 with a $1,000 general
wildcard.” In addition, a second wildcard
consists of up to $7,000 of certain unused
MR exemptions. If the debtor does not use
Acar worth... $15,000 Stat Amn.§ | pons. o B
511:2(XVI), (XVII) the $5,000 exemption for tools of the
’ ’ trade, that amount will be available for
this second wildcard. If the debtor uses
$4,000 of this second wildcard, a car
worth $15,000 can be protected.
ank account This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
th $1.000 Stat. Ann. § the second wildcard C
Lo 511:2 (XVII) '
N.H. Rev. Stat.
Household $3,500 Ann.§511:2(Il) | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... to (VI), (XX)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEW JERSEY

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of wages if under
N.J. Stat. Ann. | 250% of poverty. Since worker will be paid
IR RS G tres § 2A:17-56 at state minimum wage, $15.49/hour, 90% D
of that will be $557.64.
No
A home worth... T F
N.J.Stat. Ann. | The only exemption available for acaris a
A carworth... $1,000 § 2A:17419 $1,000 wildcard* for all personal property. F
A bank account No N.J. Stat. Ann. F
worth... protection § 2A:17419
Household N.J. Stat. Ann. .
goods worth... $1,000 § 2A:26-4 Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEW MEXICO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
Weekly wages of... $480 NS the highest applicable minimum wage. D
§35-12-7 . i
State minimum wage is $12/hour.
N.M.Stat. Ann. | Thisis 54% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $150,000 §42100 | the state. C
This combines an earmarked exemption
N.M. Stat. Ann. | of $10,000 with $10,000 of a $15,000
A car worth... $20,000 §§ 42-10, personal property wildcard* that is A
4241010 available to a debtor who does notown a
homestead.
This makes use of $2,400 from a second
A bank account N.M. Stat. Ann. $15’000. W'ldca.rd’ rr STy o Vel oy
th $2,400 § 42104 adepository or investment account. By B
worti... statute, this $2,400 protection is self-
executing.
Uses $75,000 earmarked exemption for
household goods and furnishings, plus the
Hg::::z:fth $80,000 N"‘gf;tbﬁ”” remaining $5,000 of the $15,000 personal | B
g property wildcard* that is available for a
person who does not claim a homestead.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEW YORK

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of gross wages, or
30 times the federal or state minimum
wage ($16.50/hourin NYC area, lessiin
NY.CPLR. other Iocathns). In addition, state does
§5231:NY. not allow seizure of the wages of a person
Weekly wages of... $594 Soc S,er;/ ’ who receives public assistance, or would D
- ’ be qualified to receive public assistance
Law§137-a | . :
if the amount of the wage seizure were
deducted from their earnings. Percentage
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage.
$204,825 for
10 counties
iNnNYC area,
lessforother | NY.CPL.R.§§ | Thisis 28% of the median home value in
AEOUE counties; 5206,5253 | those counties. D
adjusted
triennially
for inflation
$6,825 NY. CPLR This combines an earmarked exemption
(adjusted | of $5,500 with a wildcard* of $1,325 that is
A carworth... e §§5205(a) : D
triennially available to a debtor who does not use the
At (8),(9),5253 .
for inflation) homestead exemption.
A self-executing protection for a bank
account containing 240 times the greater
vAv:ft:k account $3,960 N'g gZPZIéR of the federal or state minimum wage. The A
minimum wage is $16.50/hour for in the
NYC area, $15.50 in other locations.
Household NY.CPLR. State protects an extensive |IStl of goods,
oods worth Nodollarcap | §5205(a)(1) including all stoves, home heating A
g to (5),5253 equipment, furniture, and one refrigerator.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NORTH CAROLINA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Wages earned within previous 60 days are
Allwages N.C. Gen. . .
Weekly wages of... SETH Stat. § 1-362 exempt .|f necessary for debtor's support A
of afamily.
$35,000
($60,000
A home worth forcertain | N.C.Gen. Stat. § | Thisis 11% of the median home value in the F
elderly 1C-1601(a)(1), (e) | state.
surviving
spouses)
This combines an earmarked exemption
N.C. Gen. Stat. .
of $3,500 with all but $1,000 of a $5,000
A carworth... $7.500 § 1((32_;6;2)1 (a) wildcard* that is available to a debtor who D
’ does not use the homestead exemption.
N.C.Gen.
81000 | S8 e
A bank account (deposited P 9 | This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
wages earned : C
worth... wages also ithi the wildcard.
rotected) B[S
P 60 days),
1C-1601(a)(2)
Earmarked exemption of $5,000 plus two
Hou:ehOId h $7,000 é\l i%_%e& (2;[?:) exemptions of $1,000 (one for each of two D
goods worth... dependent children).

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NORTH DAKOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
Weekly wages of... $330 N§DSC2:-e(;]s; 1?83 © | the federal minimum wage, plus $20 per D
’ dependent.
N.D.Cent.Code | This is 56% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $150,000 §4718-01 | the state. C
N.D.Cent This combines an earmarked exemption
Co.de' s§ 22'3_ of $10,000 with $5,000 of a $7,500
A car worth... $20,000 22.031(). (2) wildcard* thatis available to the head of A
28-é2-65 > | ahousehold, and $5,000 of a $25,000in
lieu of homestead wildcard.*
This makes use of $3,000 of a $25,000
. bat?‘k Sgzellt $3,000 l\égg?zegfo%?g;a wildcard* that is available to a person who C
el ’ does not claim a homestead.
Household $19.500 N.D. Cent. Code | This makes use of the remainder of the
goods worth... ’ §28-22-031(1) | two wildcards.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OHIO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Ohio Rev. 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $321 Code Ann.§ | minimum wage. Since worker will be paid D
2329.66(A)(13) | at state minimum wage, $10.70/hour, 30
times that will be $321.
$182,625
A home worth (adjusted Ohio Rev. Code | Thisis 76% of the median home value in B
triennially | Ann.§2329.66 | the state.
for inflation)
$5,025 Ohio Rev.
(adjusted Code Ann.§§ .
A car worth... trisnnially 2320.66(A)(2), Earmarked exemption. D
for inflation) 2329.661(B)
$625 OhioRev.
A bank account (adjusted Code Ann. §§ . .
worth... triennially 232966(A)(3), Earmarked self-executing exemption. C
for inflation) 2329.661(B)
$16,850
aggn:oggte, Ohio Rev.
Household peritem Crslsii gy Earmarked exemption C
goods worth... i 2329.66(A)(4), '
o 2329.661(B)
triennially
for inflation)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start
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OKLAHOMA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Weekly wages of... $217.50 tit. 12, § 1171 tit. | > 9 F
minimum wage, but court can protect
318§§1(18),11 . .
more in case of hardship.
No dollar
cap, except
that urban
homestead
is capped
at$5,000 | Okla.Stat. Ann. |, . .
A home worth... if loss than tit. 31,68 1,2 Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
75% of
parcelis
used as
principal
residence
Okla. Stat. Ann. .
A car worth... $7,500 tit. 31.§1(13) Earmarked exemption. D
A bank account None Okla. Stat. Ann. F
worth... tit. 31,§1(18)
Household No dollar ca Okla. Stat. Ann. | Allhousehold furniture, including a A
goods worth... P it 31,§1(3),(6) | personal computer.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OREGON

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects the greater of 75% of
wages or, as of Jan. 1,2025, $305/week.
Or.Rev. Stat
Weekly wages of... $489 § 18 385 " | Since worker will be paid at state minimum D
’ wage ($16.30/hour in Portland metro
area), 75% of that will be $489.
Or.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 30% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $150,000 §18.395 N D
Or. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $10,000 §18.345(1)(a) Earmarked exemption. C
A bank account Ol e Sitzi, Self-executing $2,500 earmarked
worth £ 2500 SSi:sas(l) exemption adjusted annually for inflation B
(p),18.348 ’
Household Or.Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $3,000 §18.345()(f) Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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PENNSYLVANIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages 42 Pa.Cons. .
Weekly wages of... exempt for Stat. Ann. :LﬁﬁﬁgfxﬁgggT;g%%?gi;g%‘ggg A
most debts §8127 J P ’
42 Pa.Cons. | A$300 wildcard* can be applied to home,
A home worth... $300 Stat. Ann. representing 1% of the median home value F
§8123 in the state.
42 Pa.Cons. | The only exemption available for acaris
A car worth... $300 Stat. Ann. the $300 wildcard, but it is automatically F
§8123 applied to abank account.
Abank account No 42Pa.Cons. | By court.rule, the $300 wildcardis '
worth protection Stat. Ann. automatically applied to protect $300ina D
§8123 bank account.
Household No 42 Pa.Cons. | Ifthewildcardis usedto protecta
d th rotection Stat. Ann. $300 car, nothing will be left to protect F
goods wortn... P § 8123 household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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PUERTORICO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
PR Laws Ann 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... $315 o " | minimum wage, but percentage D
tit. 32, § 1130 .
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($10.50/hour).
PR.Laws Ann.
A home worth... Nodollar cap | . 31,§1858 A
No cap
“Cc;;z?c;:asred Hrblaug
A car worth... . Ann.tit.32,§ A
the working 1130(4)(a)
tool of its
owner”
Abank account
worth... e F
PR.Laws Necessary household furniture, plus
Household . . .
oods worth Nodollarcap | Ann.tit.32,§ | cappedearmarked exemptions for certain A
g 1130(2), (14) appliances.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start




RHODE ISLAND

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times federal
R Gen.Laws minimum wage, but percentage
Weekly wages of... $450 - ’ calculation assumes 40 hours at state D
§9-26-4 i

minimum wage ($15/hour). State also
prohibits wage seizure for one year after
receipt of public assistance.

A home worth Z??lcl)flg(a)r?t R..Gen.Laws | Thisis110% of the median home value in A
aniii §9-26-41 | thestate.
exceptions)
A car worth $12,000 Rl Gen. Laws Earmarked exemption C
’ §9-26-4(13) ’
A bank account R..Gen.Laws .
worth... $500 §9-26-4(18) Earmarked exemption. D
Household R..Gen.Laws .
goods worth.. $9,600 §9.26.4(3) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages Sl Cat, A debtor's earnings for personal services
Weekly wages of... §8§ 15-39-410, . . A
exempt cannot be applied to a judgment debt.
15-39-420
$76,125
(multiple
owners S.C.Code NI : ]
A home worth... $152,250; | Ann.§15-41- mss';f: o OO D
updated 30(A)(1), (B) :
biennially for
inflation)
This combines a $7,600 earmarked
SC.Code exemption with a $7,600 wildcard* that
A car worth... $15,200 Ann.§15-41- | isavailable to the extent that the debtor B
30(A)(2),(7) | does not use the homestead exemption or
certain other exemptions.
SC.Code This makes use of a $7,600 exemption for
A bank account N cash or liquid assets that is available to a
$7,600 Ann. § 15-41- B
worth... debtor who does not use the homestead
30(A)(5) .
exemption.
Household foCode
d th $6,100 Ann.§15-41- | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... 30(A)(3)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
o State protects 80% of wages, or 40
Weekly wages of... $510 LS\.NDSI g;?jg% 1 times the federal or state minimum wage D
($11.50/hour) plus $25 per dependent.
S.D. Codified
A home worth... No dollar cap | Laws §§ 43-31-1 | Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
t043-31-4
The only exemption available for a caris
S.D.Codified | a$7,000 wildcard* that is available to the
AT $6000 || 843454 | head of afamily, This uses all but $10000f | 1D
the wildcard.
Abank account $1,000 S.D. Codified This uses the remainder of the wildcard C
worth... ’ Laws § 43-45-4 '
If the wildcard is used to protect a $6,000
Hg:::h(::dth rotggtion car and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing
g worth... P will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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TENNESSEE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Tenn. Code State protects 75% of wages or 30 times
) the federal minimum wage, plus $2.50 per
Weekly wages of... $22250 Ann. §§ 26-2- . F
106. 26-24107 week for each dependent child under age
’ 16.
$35,000if
supporting
A home worth minor child, Tenn. Code Thisis 10% of the median home value in F
orifboth Ann. § 26-2-301 | the state.
owners over
age 62
The only exemption available for a car
Tenn.Code . : .
A car worth... $9,000 Ann.§ 26-2103 is 2 $10,000 wildcard.* This uses all but
’ $1,000 of the wildcard.
Abank account Tenn.Code . . .
worth... $1,000 Ann. § 26-2103 This uses the remainder of the wildcard.
If the wildcard is used to protect a $9,000
H::ds:r\:\z(rjth rotzgtion car and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing
g P will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start
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TEXAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages | Tex.Prop.Code | Current wages are exempt from seizure
Weekly wages of... exempt Ann.§42.001 | except for child support. A
Tex. Const. art.
16, § 50; Tex. -
A home worth... No dollar cap Fios, Sl Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
§41.002
Tex. Prop. A wildcard* of $100,000 for a family
A car worth... $20,000 Code Ann.§§ | ($50,000 for a single adult) is available. A
42.001,42.002 | Thisuses $20,000 of the wildcard.
A bank account No No garmarked exemption. The wildcard
orth protection applies only to personal property and F
w cannot be used to protect a bank account.
Tex. Prop. . -
:::::P‘;z:?th $80,000 Code Ann.§§ LESCL;ZS the remaining $80,000 of the B
42.001,42.002 ’

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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UTAH

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 SEN@EeATT, 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
§70C-71103(2) -
minimum wage.

$52,400

(multiple

owners . . .

’ Utah Code Ann. | This is 10% of the median home valuein

A home worth... $104,700; §78B-5-503 | the state. F

updated

for inflation
annually)
Utah Code Ann. .

A car worth... $3,000 §78B-5-506(3) Earmarked exemption. F
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Household BahGodenn: Earmarked exemption ($1,000 for each of

$4,000 §§78B-5-505, . F
goods worth... 78B-5-506 four categories of household goods).

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2025 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.org No Fresh Start
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VERMONT

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For debt arising from consumer credit
transaction, state protects 85% of wages
Vt.Stat. Ann. | or 40 times federal minimum wage;
Weeklywages of... SR tit. 12,§ 3170 | more if debtor shows need. Percentage D
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($14.01/houir).
Vt.Stat. Ann. | Thisis 35% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $125,000 {it.27.6101 | the state. D
This combines an earmarked exemption
of $2,500 with a $400 wildcard*and a
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. | second wildcard of up to $7,000 that is
Acarworth... $9.900 12,§ 2740(1), (7) | available to the extent that the debtor does D
not use the exemptions for tools of the
trade, growing crops, and certain others.
A bank account .
worth... $700 Earmarked exemption. D
Vt. Stat. Ann.
Household $2,500 tit. 12,§2740(8) | Earmarked exemption.
goods worth... o (14)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VIRGIN ISLANDS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
The jurisdiction protects 90% of wages
V.I.Code Ann. | exceeding $30. Percentage calculation
IR RS G e tit. 5, § 522 assumes 40 hours at state minimum wage D
($10.50/hour).
V..Code Ann. | Thisis 66% of the median home valuein
A home worth... $300,000 58478 | thestate C
No
Acarworth... protection F
A bank account No F
worth... protection
$3,000
Household (if debtor V.I. Code Ann. Earmarked exemption F
goods worth... is head of tit. 5, §479(3) ption.
household)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VIRGINIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
the federal or state ($12.41/hour) minimum
Va.Code Ann. | wage. If household income does not
Weekly wages of... $496 §§34-29(a), | exceed $1,750/month, the state provides D
34-4.2 an additional exemption of $34/week for
one dependent child, $52/week for two,
and $66/week for three or more.

$56,000
(earmarked
exemption
of $50,000,
plusa
wildcard
consisting of
A home worth $5,000plus | Va.Code Ann. | Thisis14% of the median home value inthe F
$500 per | §§34-4,34-41 | state.
dependent
(additional
amounts
for elders
and certain
disabled
veterans))
Va. Code This combines an earmarked exemption of
A car worth... $15,000 An.§34.4 | 10000 with$5,000 from awildcard for B
’ real or personal property.
This makes use of an addition to the
Abank account $1,000 AVa. C%ie 4 wildcard of $500 per dependent, for a C
worth... T e total of $1,000.
Household Va.Code Ann. .
goods worth... $5,000 §34-26(da) Earmarked exemption

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WASHINGTON

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For consumer debts, the state protects
Wash. Rev. 80% of disposable earnings or 35 times
Weekly wages of... $58310 Code§ 6 o7 1'50 the state minimum wage ($16.66/hour); D
= otherwise, 75% of wages or 35 times state
minimum wage.
$125,000
or county Wash. Rev.
median Code §§ This is 100% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... sale price, 613.010, the state. A
whichever 613.030
is greater
Wash. Rev.
A car worth... $15,000 6?5? g1eo§(1) Earmarked exemption. B
(d) (i), (iii)
Wash. Rev. The statute provides that, in the case of
A bank account $2.000 Code § consumer debts, $2,000 of a $3,000 B
worth... ’ 615.010(1)(d) | wildcard protectionis to be automatically
(iii) (A) (111) applied to abank account.
Household $7500 R:\\//egg;:le Earmarked exemption of $6,500 plus the D
goods worth... ’ ’ .. | remaining $1,000 of the wildcard.
§615.010(1)(d)(i)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WEST VIRGINIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
- -
W.Va. Code State protect's §3O % of wages or 50 times
§§38-5A- the federal minimum wage. More can be
Weekly wages of... $362.50 3 38-5A-6 exempted in case of hardship if debt arises D
’ ’ from consumer credit sale, consumer
46A-2-130
lease, or consumer loan.
$5,000 for
parent or
married
person B Cas This is 3% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... §§38-9-1 F
($7,500 state.
. t038-9-3
for certain
medical
debts)
This combines an earmarked exemption
Acarworth... $6000 | go'o 99 | of$5,000 with awidcard of $1,000 thatis
’ available to the head of a household.
vAv:;rillf.account $1100 ggggﬁ&? Earmarked exemption. C
Household WVa. Code § .
goods worth.. $8,000 38.81@)2) | Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WISCONSIN

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
. The federal poverty amount, based on
Weekly wages of... $618 S EHE family size, is exempt. Wage seizure can C
812.34,812.38 ! .
also be reduced in case of hardship.
Wis. Stat. This is 25% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $75,000 §815.20 N D
Wis. Stat. § .
A car worth... $4,000 81518(3)(q) Earmarked exemption. F
Earmarked exemption; operates as
A bank account $5.000 Wis.Stat.§ | self-executing because mandatory A
worth... ’ 81518(3) (k) garnishment instructions to bank require
banks to protectit.
Household Wis. Stat. § .
12,000 Earmarked exemption.
goods worth... ¢ 81518(3)(d) armar HEmIE D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WYOMING

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Wyo. Stat. Ann. | State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... $217.50 §§1-15-408, | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
1-15-511 minimum wage.
Wyo. Stat. Ann. . o . .
Ahome worth... $100000 | §t20401 | 1noS29%ofthemedanhomevaluein D
t01-20-104 ’
Wyo. Stat. Ann. .
A car worth... $5,000 §1-20-106(a) () Earmarked exemption. D
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Wyo. Stat.
BT $4,000 Ann.§§1-20- | Earmarked exemption. F
goods worth... 106(2) i)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of
the debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2025, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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3. Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Household Debt and Credit Report (Q3 2025),
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American Households (Nov. 2010), https://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/WR810.html.
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pandemic-hit/ (reporting that wages of 2.8% of the 57 million workers in the United States
were being garnished in January 2024; also noting that reinstitution of wage garnishment

for federal student loan debts and growing delinquencies for other kinds of debt are likely

to result in an increase in wage garnishment). See also Paul Kiel and Keith Ernsthausen,
ProPublica, Capital One and Other Debt Collectors are Still Coming for Millions of Americans
(June 8, 2020), https://www.propublica.org/article/capital-one-and-other-debt-collectors-
are-still-coming-for-millions-of-americans; Julia Barnard, Kiran Sidhu, Peter Smith, & Lisa
Stifler, Center for Responsible Lending, Court System Overload: The State of Debt Collection
in California after the Fair Debt Buyer Protection Act at 2, 28-29 (Oct. 2020), https://www.
responsiblelending.org/sites/default/files/nodes/files/research-publication/crl-california-
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https://scholarship.law.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=6627&context=penn_law_review
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debt-oct2020.pdf (California study; finding that 27% of all collection actions end in wage
garnishment).

See 15 U.S.C. § 1674(a) (prohibiting an employer from discharging an employee by reason
of the fact that “his earnings have been subjected to garnishment for any one indebtedness,”
but placing no restriction on discharge by reason of garnishment for more than one
indebtedness).

The 2025 federal poverty level for a one-person household is $15,650 a year or $300.96 per
week. See https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-quidelines.

The 2025 federal poverty level for a four-person household is $32,150 per year or $618 per
week. See https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-quidelines.

See Living Wage calculator, https://livingwage.mit.edu/.

42 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 8127 (allowing seizure of up to 10% of a worker’s net wages for a debt
arising out of a residential lease, but with the limitation that the seizure cannot reduce the
debtor’s net income below the poverty line).

Robert J. Hobbs, April Kuehnhoff, and Chi Chi Wu, National Consumer Law Center, Model
Family Financial Protection Act, Appx. A (June 2012, rev. Nov. 2023).

See, e.g., Jay Hancock, Kaiser Health News, UVA Health System uses thousands of property
liens to get money from patients (Oct. 16, 2020), https://richmond.com/news/state-and-
regional/uva-health-system-uses-thousands-of-property-liens-to-get-money-from-patients/
article_f7221af4-8137-5cb6-8d7f-ee2280a69350.html (documenting how lien placed on
deceased woman’s home for her now-deceased son’s medical treatment prevented her
daughter from selling the home to pay for her children’s education).

Rhode Island falls in this category solely because of the dollar amount its statute protects.
The statute has an enormous gap in that it does not apply at all when the debt is owed to a
bank, another federally-insured deposit-taking institution, or a variety of financial services
providers licensed in the state. R.l. Gen. Laws § 9-26-4.1.

Kelley Blue Book, Average Used Car Price Rises Slightly (July 14, 2025), https://www.kbb.
com/car-news/average-used-car-price-rises-slightly/.

NACHA, Direct Deposit is the Clear Choice on Payday, New Survey Finds (Sept. 16, 2024),
https://www.nacha.org/news/direct-deposit-clear-choice-payday-new-survey-finds.

See Ruth Rosenthal & Giulla Duch Clerici, Pew Charitable Trusts, Simple Solutions Can Help
States Better Handle Debt Cases (Jan. 15, 2025), https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-
analysis/articles/2025/01/15/simple-solutions-can-help-states-better-handle-debt-cases.

31 C.F.R. Part 212.

New York protects 240 times the state minimum wage, which varies depending on the size
of the employer and the location within the state, with the result that the amount protected is
$3,600 to $3,840. See State Summaries for details.

2025 Ariz. Legis. Serv. Ch. 111 (S.B. 1540).
2025 Ark. Laws Act 679 (H.B. 1729).

2025 ldaho Laws Ch. 235 (H.B. 282).

2025 1Il. Legis. Serv. P.A. 104-120 (S.B. 1738).
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2025 South Dakota Laws Ch. 185 (SB 88).
2025 Wash. Legis. Serv. Ch. 391 (S.S.S.B. 5651).

The appendix is available at https://library.nclc.org/nclc/link/ca.ag.01.

Lester Bird and Casey Chiappetta, Pew Charitable Trusts, Debt Collection Lawsuits Surge
to Pre-Pandemic Highs (Sept. 2, 2025), https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/
articles/2025/09/02/debt-collection-lawsuits-surge-to-pre-pandemic-highs.

15 U.S.C. §§ 1673.

See 2024 median home value estimates for each state; https://data.census.gov/table/
ACSDT1Y2024.B25077?0=b25077&g=010XX00US$0400000.

See 2024 median home value estimates for New York counties; https://data.census.gov/table/
ACSDT1Y2024.B25077?t=Housing+Value+and+Purchase+Price&g=050XX00US36005.3604
7.36059,36061,36079,36081,36085,36087,36103,36119.

William Chapin, New 2020 Island Areas Censuses Data Show Homeownership and

Median Home Values in the Four Island Areas (July 20, 2023), https://www.census.gov/
library/stories/2023/07/2020-island-areas-home-values.html; https://data.census.gov/table/
ACSDT5Y2020.B25077?t=Housing+Value+and+Purchase+Price&g=010XX00US$0400000.
See also 2023 median home value estimates for each state; https://data.census.gov/
table?q=b25077&g=010XX00US$0400000.
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