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■ This webinar is being recorded.

■ Recording, slides, and materials will be available 
at: www.nclc.org/annual-conferences/webinars/

■ Add questions in the chat.

INFORMATION BEFORE WE START

https://www.nclc.org/annual-conferences/webinars/
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IMPORTANT LINKS

Resources discussed today
■ No Fresh Start - https://www.nclc.org/resources/no-fresh-start-2023/
■ State Debt Collection Litigation Laws - https://lawatlas.org/datasets/debt-

collection-litigation-laws
■ Justice Index: Consumer Debt Litigation - https://ncaj.org/state-

rankings/consumer-debt

Other debt policy resources
■ State Policy Resources: Consumer Debt Collection - nclc.org/debt-

collection-policy-resources/

https://www.nclc.org/resources/no-fresh-start-2023/
https://lawatlas.org/datasets/debt-collection-litigation-laws
https://lawatlas.org/datasets/debt-collection-litigation-laws
https://ncaj.org/state-rankings/consumer-debt
https://ncaj.org/state-rankings/consumer-debt
http://www.nclc.org/debt-collection-policy-resources/
http://www.nclc.org/debt-collection-policy-resources/


State Debt Collection Litigation 
Laws Dataset: Exploring the Legal 
Landscape

Katie Moran-McCabe, JD 
Center for Public Health Law Research, Temple University Beasley School of Law

MARCH 14, 2024National Consumer Law Center Webinar



Center for 
Public Health 
Law Research

Temple University Beasley School of Law

● Founded in 2009 

● Advancing the use of policy 
surveillance data, methods 
development and training, and tools 
to elevate the field of legal 
epidemiology to achieve better 
health and greater health equity 

● Building a transdisciplinary 
community of individuals interested 
in laws that influence health



Methods & Scope
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The Policy Surveillance Process

The systematic collection, 
analysis, and dissemination of 

laws and policies across 
jurisdictions or institutions, 

and over time.
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Debt Collection Litigation Laws 
dataset - Scope

● Overview of state statutes, regulations, and court rules governing 
debt collection lawsuits that were in effect as of January 1, 2023

● Covers all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia

● Variables captured include requirements related to: statutes of 
limitation, notice, service, answer, default judgment, and judgment 
enforcement  

● Primary focus on lawsuits involving lower dollar amounts heard in 
small claims or limited jurisdiction courts



Navigating the Dataset 
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Dataset Homepage 
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Query by Variable - Map
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Query by Variable - Table
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Query by Jurisdiction
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Caution Notes
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Dataset Resources 
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Dataset Resources



Select Findings
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High Level Overview

● 41 states and DC have at least one law that specifically governs debt 
collection lawsuits

○ 10 states have debt-specific laws that govern just one distinct 
aspect of debt collection lawsuits

○ 10 states have debt-specific laws that govern two distinct 
aspects of debt collection lawsuits

○ 21 states and DC have debt-specific laws governing three or 
more aspects of debt collection lawsuits
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Requirements to Provide Debt Claim 
Information
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Jurisdictions requiring evidence to 
be sworn under penalty of perjury

22 Jurisdictions
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Requirement to file debt claim as a small 
claims action if under a specified amount

8 Jurisdictions
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Select Small Claims Restrictions
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We Have the Data – Now What?

● Conduct policy landscape analyses and state comparisons

● Identify opportunities for reform

● Evaluate existing laws and reforms to better understand 
impact
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Explore the Data & Stay Tuned for an 
Update!

https://lawatlas.org/datasets/debt-collection-litigation-laws 

https://lawatlas.org/datasets/debt-collection-litigation-laws


Thank You!
Katie Moran-McCabe (she/her)
Lead Law and Policy Analyst
Center for Public Health Law Research,
Temple University Beasley School of Law
Email: kathleen.mccabe@temple.edu

● Visit phlr.org,  LawAtlas.org, and 
PDAPS.org

● Sign up for our bi-weekly newsletter: 
https://bit.ly/CPHLRemail

● Follow us on social media

○ Instagram: @templelegalepi 

○ Twitter/X: @PHLR_Temple

○ Facebook

○ LinkedIn

○ YouTube

Newsletter sign up

http://phlr.org/
http://lawatlas.org/
https://pdaps.org/
https://bit.ly/CPHLRemail
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