APPENDIX B

State Summaries

This appendix shows, for each state plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands, how well the jurisdiction protects a family’s basic income and assets from
seizure by creditors and debt collectors. It analyzes the jurisdiction’s exemption laws from
the perspective of a consumer who is supporting two children and working full-time at
minimum wage. It includes the overall grade for the state, and the grades for each of the
five elements we rate: protection of a living wage, the home, a car, a basic amount in a bank

account, and household goods.

Alabama ........ccccceiieiennnn 2
Alaska.........ccooeiiiiiiiiiinns 3
AriZONa ....cooooviiiiiiiieeeeeee 4
Arkansas...........ccccceeeeenne 5
California ........ccccceeevvinnnnee 6
Colorado.......cccoeeuvvvveeinnen. 7
Connecticut............ccocueeee. 8
Delaware ..........ccccccvvieenen. 9
District of Columbia ......... 10
0 (0] 1T F- 11
Georgia.......cccoveeeeeeeeinnnns 12
Hawaii.......cccceveeeiniiiinee 13
[daho.......ooovviiiiii, 14
MNOIS....vveiiiiiiieiieee 15
Indiana..........cooeiiiiennenn. 16
lowa ... 17
Kansas........cccoceeuuiennnnnee 18
Kentucky.......ccccccceunnnnnnnes 19

No Fresh Start 2023

Louisiana ..........cccoeeuvvnee. 20
Maine.......cccceeveeeiiiiie 21
Maryland..........ccccccceeeene. 22
Massachusetts................. 23
Michigan ..........cccccceuvnnne. 24
Minnesota.............occuueeee. 25
MiSSISSIPPI ..vvvvveeeeiiiiiiiee 26
MiSSOUIi .....vvvveeeeeiiiiiiee 27
Montana.........ccccccovvunnnen. 28
Nebraska ..........cccoeeunnneee 29
Nevada......ccccooeeeiiniinnnnn. 30
New Hampshire............... 31
New Jersey........ccceeunnnee 32
New MexXiCo........ccccuununeee 33
New YOrK ......ccccceevviiunnnnn 34
North Carolina ................. 35
North Dakota ................... 36
(@] 311 J R 37
NCLC.ORG

Oklahoma ........ccccceeeeennne 38
Oregon.........cceeeeeeeee. 39
Pennsylvania................... 40
Puerto Rico............c......... 41
Rhode Island ................... 42
South Carolina................. 43
South Dakota................... 44
Tennessee.......cccccceeeeene 45
TeXaS .evveeeeeiiiiiiieieeeee 46
Utah ..o 47
Vermont.......cccocvviiininnn. 48
Virgin Islands.................... 49
Virginia.....cccooveiviieeeeeenn, 50
Washington...................... 51
West Virginia .........c......... 52
Wisconsin........cccccceeeennn. 53
Wyoming........ccccvveeeeeeennn. 54

© 2023 National Consumer Law Center



ALABAMA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

By statute, state protects just the federal
minimum, 75% of wages or 30 times the
federal minimum wage. However, the state
constitution provides a $1,000 wildcard
Ala. Code §§ for personal property, anc_i gn intermec’iiate
5195.640-7 | State appellate court decision, Renter’s
Ala Gonst. | Realty v.Smith, 522 50.3d 1060 (Ala. Ct. D
. ) Civ. App. 2020), holds that this can be
Art.X,§204 applied to exempt up to $1,000 in wages
in the hands of the debtor’s employer.
While the state supreme court has not
yet spoken, the existence of this decision
justifies raising the state’sratingtoaD.

Weekly wages of... | $217.50

Ala. Code This is 9% of the median home value in the F
§6-10-2 state.

The only exemptions available for a car
are a $9,425 statutory wildcard,* adjusted
triennially for inflation, and a $1,000 C
constitutional wildcard. This uses all but
$1,000 of these wildcards.

This uses the remainder of the wildcards.
Inre Lively, 583 B.R.534 (Bankr. M.D.

Ala. 2017), the court treated the statutory
A bank account $1.000 Ala. Code wildcard as available to protect a sum C
worth... ’ § 6-10-6 of money that a state court was holding

for the debtor, so it appears that it can
probably be used to protect a bank
account.

A home worth... $18,850

Ala. Code

Acar worth... $9425 §6-10-6

If the wildcards are used to protect a
Household No Ala.Code $9,425 car and $1,000 in a bank account, F
goods worth... protection § 6-10-6 nothing will be left to protect household
goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2023 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.ORG No Fresh Start 2023




ALASKA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Alaska Stat.
§%g gg %ggo State protects $743 (adjusted biennially
Weekly wages of... | $743 Alas.ka A dmi,n for inflation) if the debtor is the sole B
: tofah hold.
Codetit.8, support of a household
§95.030
$72.900 Alaska Stat.
Ah (adjusted § 09'38'019; This is 22% of the median home value in
ome worth... - Alaska Admin. F
biennially Codetit 8 the state.
for inflation) o
§95.030
f:refgr’:ﬂ 7 Alaska Stat.
t0$27000 § 09.38.020;
A car worth... @ djus’;e d Alaska Admin. | Earmarked exemption. D
biennially %oggct;;g,
for inflation) ’
Earmarked exemption. It also appears
that wages remain exempt after payment.
Inre Henrickson, 2007 WL 703620
Foraperson (Bankr. D. Alaska Mar. 5,2007), holds that
whois not AlaskaStat. | assets that can be traced back to wages
earning §09.38.030; | are exempt. In addition, the protection
A bat';lk SRl regular Alaska Admin. | of $743 of the debtor’s wages applies to B
G wages, Codetit. 8, “earnings,” defined as “money received by
$2970is §95.030 anindividual...” (emphasis added). Miller
protected. v.Monrean, 507 P.2d 771 (Alaska 1973),
was based on an earlier version of the
statute but expresses a strong view that
deposited wages should remain exempt.
Alaska Stat.
HDED §09.38.030;
Household (adjusted ) .
goods worth biennially Alaska Admin. | Earmarked exemption. D
for inflation) Codetit.8,
§95.030

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ARIZONA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
A B S’Fa’Fe protects 60 times the applicable
Stat. Ann. §§ minimum wage (federal, state, or local,
Weekly wages of... | $831 15429310 ® whichever is highest), or 90% of wages. B
33 11‘ 31 ’ | May be reduced to 5% in case of “extreme
i economic hardship” to debtor or family
Ariz. Rev. Stat. | Thisis 99% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $400000 | )1 e 231101 | the state. B
$15,000 .
A car worth... ($25,000if Pz i L Earmarked exemption. A
; Ann. §33-1125
disabled)
A bank account Ariz. Rev. Stat. .
worth... $5,000 Ann. §33-1126 Earmarked exemption. A
Household Ariz. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $15,000 Ann.§ 331123 Earmarked exemption. B

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ARKANSAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 I EEE AL minimum wage, but since worker will be D

§16-66-208 paid at state minimum wage, $11/hour, 75%
of that will be more than federal minimum..
he dpllar Ark.Const.
eIl art.9,§§34,5
A home worth... married S " | Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap A
or head of Ark.Code Ann.
household GilrseEld

The only exemption available for acaris a
A car worth... $500 $500 wildcard* for a head of household. F
This uses all of that wildcard.

Abank account No If the wildcard is used to protect a $500

. car, nothing will be left to protect a bank F
worth... protection account.
If the wildcard is used to protect a
H::::Ix)c:?th Nr(())tection $500 car, nothing will be left to protect F
g P household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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CALIFORNIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects 80% of disposable
Cal.Civ. earnings or 48 times the state minimum

wage ($15.50/hour). If debtor earns more
Weekly wagesof... | $744 Prggéc(;) 5d g than 48 times the state minimum wage, B
§ : 40% of the amount in excess of 48 times
the state minimum wage can be seized.
Median home
value in county
or $313’ — el This is 95% of the average median home
Ahome worth... whichever Proc.Code | = cate B
is greater, §704.730 '
capped at
$678,391
225&?‘3 ; Cal.Civ.
A car worth... s Proc.Code | Earmarked exemption. C
triennially for 204.010
inflation) S,
$2,080 self-
executing

protection;in
addition, 100%
of wages Cal.Civ.
remainexempt | Proc.Code | Earmarked self-executing exemption. B
after deposit §704.220
if garnished
before deposit;
otherwise
75% exempt.

A bank account
worth...

Ordinary and reasonably necessary
Cal.Civ. household goods are exempt. ltems of
Household Nocelkrens Proc ’ Coae extraordinary value may be sold, but the A
goods worth... §7 0'4 020 portion of the proceeds that is needed to

: purchase a replacement item of ordinary
value is exempt.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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COLORADO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Colo.Rev. Stat. | State protects 80% of disposable income
VEEEYEIE | EEAE §13-54-104 | or 40 times state minimum wage of $13.65. C
$250,000
Ahome worth ($350,000 | Colo.Rev.Stat. | Thisis 47% of the median home valuein D
elder or §38-41-201 | thestate.
disabled)
$15,000
($25,000 Colo.Rev. Stat. .
A carworth... ifelderly or §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption. A
disabled)
A bank account $2.500 Colo.Rev. Stat. Earmarked Exemption B
worth... ’ §13-54-102 P
Household Colo. Rev. Stat. .
goodsworth... $6,000 §13-54-102 Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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CONNECTICUT

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Conn.Gen. 0 .
Weekly wagesof... | $600 Stat.§ 52- St.a’Fe protects 75% or 40 times the state B
minimum wage of $15.
361a(f)
Conn.Gen. oo . ,
Ahomeworth..  [$250000 | Statg§s2- | e r2%crthemedanfhomevaluein C
352Db(t) ’
Conn.Gen. . .
Acarworth... $8,000 SenEEe. || MiSClneRHI00 CEnIELEs C
- exemption with a $1,000 wildcard.
352b(j), (r)
The first
$1,000in
A bank account the account Cann. Len,
. Stat. § 52- C
worth... is automat-
. 376b
ically
exempt.
Conn. Gen.
Household No dollar Stat. §§ . P :
e . 50-352a, Necessary” furniture, appliances, etc. A
52-352b(a)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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DELAWARE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 85% of wages. Since
Weekly wages of... | $399.50 Dtﬁl' 1%0; ié{gn' worker will be paid at state minimum wage, D
T $11.75/hour, 85% of that will be $399.50.
A$500
wildcard*
Ahome worth gzraer:lf’ad Del.Code Ann. | This s 0.001%of the median home valuein | =
Y| 1it.10,§4903 |thestate.
canbe
appliedtoa
homestead.
The only exemption available for a caris
Del. Code Ann. | a$500 wildcard, available only if it is not
e $500 tit. 10, §4903 | applied to the home. This uses all of the F
wildcard.
Bank
accounts Del.Code If the wildcard is used to protect a $500
vAv:;?‘k geccl cannot be Ann. it. 10, car, nothing will be left to protect a bank A
garnishedin §3502(b) account.
Delaware.
If the wildcard is used to protect a
Hou:eholdth o tecti Dt.?l' 1%Odj§)n; " | $500 car, nothing will be left to protect F
goods worth... protection it.10,§ household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Jurisdiction protects 40 times the D.C.
DC.Code minimum wage of $17/hour. If the debtor
o makes more than this, the creditor can
Weekly wages of... | $680 §1§61 2_75272’ garnish 25% of the wages over that B
oY amount. More can be exempted upon
showing of undue hardship.
No dollar
capifdebtor [ D.C.Code §
Ahomeworth... | isthehead | 15-501(a)(14) A
of a family
This combines an earmarked exemption
$10,500 of $2,575 with an $850 wildcard* that
Acarworth if debtor D.C.Code § 15- | is available to the head of a family and B
is head of 501(a)(1), (a)(3) | $7,075 of a second $8,075 wildcard that
afamily is available if the debtor does not use the
homestead exemption.
A bank account $1,000 D.C.Code§ | This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of c
worth... ’ 15-501(a)(3) | the second wildcard.
$425/item/
$8,625
Household aggregate D.C.Code § .
goods worth... if debtor 15-501(a)(2) SUETLCRIC T el C
is head of
afamily

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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FLORIDA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For head of household, the first $750
Fla. Stat. is exempt; amounts over $750 may be
Weekly wagesof... | $750 §22211 garnished only if debtor has agreedin B
writing.
No dollar Fla.Const. art.
A home worth... ca X, 8§ 4(a)(1); Fla. | Limiton number of acres, but no dollar cap A
P Stat.§ 222.05
This combines an earmarked exemption
Fla. Const. of $1,000 with a $1,000 constitutional
art. X,§ (4)(a) | wildcard* and $3,000 of a $4,000
LA $5000 (2); Fla. Stat. | statutory wildcard that is available to a C
§8§222.25 debtor who does not claim or benefit from
the state homestead exemption.
This makes use of the remaining $1,000
$1,000.In of the statutory wildcard. Inre Rodale, 452
= bat?‘k sEERL \rN?Eeli )é|§ (g',z (?)(2); that can be protected by the $4,000 C
e emal t aft 5 2;'1 1 2a 2'2§2§5 wildcard. See also In re Abbott, 408 B.R.
exemptafter 1, 222.25 | 903 (Bankr. S.D. Fla. 2009) (applying
deposit. the wildcard exemption to a checking
account).
Fla. Const. There is no earmarked exemption. If the
Household No art. X,§ (4)(a) | wildcards are used to protect a $5,000 car F
goods worth... protection (2);Fla.Stat. | and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing will
§8§222.25 be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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GEORGIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Ga. Code Ann State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 ) 18-4-5 " | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
§ minimum wage.
Ga.Code Ann. | Thisis 7% of the median home value in the
A home worth... $21500 §44131 | state. =
The only exemption available for acaris a
Acar worth... $4,000 Ga. Cé&‘f%ﬁ””' $5,000 wildcard.* This uses allbut$1000 | D
§ of the wildcard.
Since the wildcard can be used only for
“real or personal property,” it is unclear
Abank account No Ga.Code Ann. | whether any part of it can be applied to F
worth... protection § 4413 protect a bank account, so the remaining
$1,000 of the wildcard will be applied to
household goods.
Household Ga.Code Ann. . . .
goods worth... $1,000 § 44134 This uses the remainder of the wildcard. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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HAWAII

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects all but 5% of the first $100 in
wages, all but 10% of next $100, and all but
Weekly wages of... | $409 Haé/\\‘/_). 2(?)\2 S);[Z; " | 20% of remainder. Calculation assumes C
§ e 40 hours at state minimum wage ($12/
hour).
$30,000
A home worth for head Haw. Rev. Stat. | Thisis 4% of the median home value in the F
of family §651-92 state.
orelder
Haw. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $2,575 § 6511221(2) Earmarked exemption.
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Household No dollar Haw. Rev. Stat. furnishi .
goods worth... cap §651-121(1) All necessary furnishings, appliances, etc.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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IDAHO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Idaho Code | State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 Ann. §§ 11- 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
207,11-712 minimum wage.
Idaho Code e , ,
AR, $175,000 §§ 114001 This is 40% of the median home value in D
the state.
to11-1003
Idaho Code § | This combines a $10,000 earmarked
Acarworth... S0 11-605(3), (10) | exemption with a $1,500 wildcard.* B
None, but : .
wages There is no earmarked exemption, and the
A bank account : Idaho Code | wildcard is unavailable because it applies
remain , C
worth... t aft §11-713 only to tangible personal property, but
exemp arter wages remain exempt after deposit.
deposit.
Household $7500 Idaho Code | Earmarked exemption: $750 for any single D
goods worth... ’ §11-605(1) item, capped at $7,500 in the aggregate.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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ILLINOIS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
73511l. Comp.
Stat.§5/12- | State protects 85% of gross wages or 45
Weekly wages of... | $585 803;7401ll. | times the federal or state minimum wage B
Comp.Stat. | ($13/hour).
§170/4
7351ll. Comp. oo . :
A home worth... $15,000 Stat.§ ;’tr;f e|s6 % of the median home value in the F
5/12-901 '
73511l. Comp.
This combines an earmarked exemption of
I HeAle Stat- §5/12- | 65 400 with $30000fa$4.000widcard* | &
1001(b), (c)
A bank account $1000 7;{2,:'%%3:2?' This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of c
worth... ’ : the second wildcard.
1001(b)
7351Il. Comp. | If the wildcard is used to protect a $5,400
Hg:::r\:\z?th Nrcc))t ection Stat.§ 5/12- | carand $1,000 in a bank account, nothing F
9 P 1001(b) will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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INDIANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 30
Ind. Code § times the federal minimum wage, but
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 5 4_"1 55105 garnishment can be reduced to as low as D
) 10% of wages upon a showing of good
cause.
Ind. Code §§
sz?ugg d 34-55-10-2(c),
Ahome worth cvery 6 34-55-10-2.5, | Thisis 11% of the median home value in the F
ear;’ o 34-5510-14; | state.
i{maﬁon) 750 Ind. Admin.
Code § 1-1-1
The only exemption available for acaris a
Ind. Code § 34- | $12,100 wildcard* (adjusted every 6 years
LA witiog 55-10-2(c)(2) | forinflation) for tangible personal property. B
This uses all but $1,000 of the wildcard.
?ﬁfste 4 | nd.Codesas-
FlEE SEEEET evejr 6 SSAACNEE | 2ot cveraian D
worth... year;’ oo | 750Ind. Admin. AT
inflation) CEieyHH
Household $1.000 Ind. Code § 34- | Thereis no earmarked exemption. This F
goods worth... ’ 55-10-2(c)(2) | usesthe remaining $1,000 of the wildcard.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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IOWA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For debts arising from consumer contract,
the state protects 75% or 40 times the
lowaCode | minimum wage. In addition thereis an
Weekly wages of... | $290 §§537.5105, | annual cap:for adebtor at the poverty D
642.21 level the cap is $1,500 per year, and
wage seizure can be reduced in case of
hardship.
No dollar lowa Code o
A home worth... cap §5612. Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap A
lowa Code This combines a $7,000 earmarked
G $8,000 §627.6(9) exemption with a $1,000 wildcard.* C
None, but lowa Codet§ 64’[fr2]2t1(3) pr_gtects e
A bank account deposited lowa Code § compensationthat s paid or payable
th wages are 642.21(3) MidAmerica Savings Bank v. Miehe, C
Ctole: ; : 438 NW.2d 837 (lowa 1989) holds that
SR deposited wages are protected.
Household lowa Code .
goods worth... $7,000 §6266(5) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




KANSAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,

Kan. Stat. Ann. 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F

Weekly wages of... | $217.50

§60-2310 minimum wage.
No dollar Kan.Stat. Ann. |, . .
A home worth... cap §60-2301 Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
Kan. Stat. Ann. .

Acarworth... $20,000 §60-2304(c) Earmarked exemption. A
A bank account No F
worth... protection

Household No dollar Kan. Stat. Ann. | Allreasonably necessary household A
goods worth... cap §60-2304(a) | goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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KENTUCKY

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Kv. Rev. Stat State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 AnSrl; 8 4'27 0 1'0 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
: : minimum wage.
Ky.Rev. Stat. | Thisis 3% of the median home value in the
LT = Sl Ann.§427.060 | state. F
Ky. Rev.
A car worth... $2,500 Stat. Ann.§ | Earmarked exemption. D
427.010(1)
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Ky. Rev.
H::ds:r\:\z:‘:th $3,000 Stat. Ann.§ | Earmarked exemption. D
9 427.010(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




LOUISIANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
La. Rev. Stat State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 : i .. | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
Ann. §13:3881 -
minimum wage.
$35,000
(100% of
value for
expenses
of certain
catastrophic | La.Rev. Stat. . . .
A home worth... iiness; Ann. §§ 2041, 'Sl'tt;ts els 17% of the median home value in the F
may not be 13:38511 '
seized for
consumer
credit card
debt, but lien
is created)
$7,5(_)_O La.Rev.
(additional Stat. Ann
A car worth... $7,500if Y- | Earmarked exemption. C
§13:3881(A)
adapted for (7),(8)
disability) ’
A bank account No F
worth... protection
La. Rev. Stat.
Household No dollar Ann.§§ Extensive list of household goods used by A
goods worth... cap 13:3881(A) | debtor or family.
(3), (A)4)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2023 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.ORG No Fresh Start 2023




MAINE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Maine Rev. .
Weekly wages of... | $552 Stat. Ann.tit. | S0 Proteots ﬁ/"“?;g‘,’veagfe;gg&ﬂ?js C
9-A §5-105(2) ' '
$160,000
for elder,
disabled,
or if minor
dependents
reside with
debtor.
.($8.O.’OOO Me. Rev. Stat. . . .
individual; . This is 55% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... ) Ann. tit. 14, C
for joint the state.
§4422(1)
owners, the
greater of
$80,000 or
the debtor’s
ownership
share
multiplied by
$160,000))
Me. Rev. Stat.
. This combines an earmarked exemption of
DA e 000 . Af\:;étg')?é’s) $10,000 with a $500 wildcard.*
A bank account $3,000 Earmarked exemption (operates as a self- A
worth... executing protection).
Household goods are exempt without
an aggregate dollar cap; thereis acap
H No e Rey. Sz of $500 per item for most items, but if
ousehold Ann. tit. 14,
aggregate the debtor does not use the homestead A
CrEE i dollar cap. §4422(3), exemption a $6,000 wildcard exemptionis
(6),(8), (16) available and can be used to protect more
expensive items.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




MARYLAND

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Md. Code Ann. o .
Weekly wages of... | $397.50 Com.Law | Stateprotects 75%of wages or 30 times D
the state minimum wage of $13.25/hour.
§15.6011
$6,000
wildcard*
canbe el SR This is 2% of the median home value in the
Ahome worth... applied Cts.&Jud. |0 F
ol Proc. § 11-504 '
toreal
property.
The only exemption available for a car
mi' %?:Z is a$6,000 wildcard thatis available f
A car worth... $5,000 Jud. Proc s the debtor does not use the homestead C
1 5(') 4 ‘5 exemption. This uses all but $1,000 of the
-504(b)(5) wildcard.
Md. Code
A $500 self-executing earmarked
R $1,500 Ann. Cts. & exemption and the remaining $1,000 of the C
worth... Jud.Proc. § wildcard
11-504(b)(5) '
Md. Code
Household Ann.Cts. & .
goods worth... $1,000 Jud. Proc.§ Earmarked exemption. F
11-504(b)(4)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MASSACHUSETTS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Mass. Gen. State protects 85% of gross wages or 50
Weekly wages of... | $750 Laws Ch. times the greater of the federal or state B
246,§ 28 minimum wage ($15/houir).
$500,000 e This is 94% of the median home value in
A home worth... . Laws Ch. B
(if declared) the state.
188,§1
Mass.Gen. | This combines an earmarked exemption of
A car worth... $13,500 Laws Ch.235, | $7,500 with $1,000 of a general wildcard* B
§834(16), (17) | and $5,000 of certain unused exemptions.
Mass. Gen.
A bank account Laws Ch. 235, .
el $2,500 §34(15).Ch, Earmarked exemption. B
246,§ 28A
Household Mass. Gen.
goods worth $15,000 Laws Ch. 235, | Earmarked exemption. B
§34(1), (2), (12)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




MICHIGAN

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
Mich. Comp. | 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... | $303 Laws § minimum wage. Percentage calculation D
600.5311 assumes 40 hours at state minimum wage
($10:10/hour).
Mich. Comp.
Laws §§ oo . .
A home worth... $3.500 600.6023, 'Sl'tt;ts e|s2 % of the median home value in the F
600.6024, '
559.214
Earmarked exemption for a motor
Mich.Comp. | vehicle “to enable apersonto carry on
A car worth... $1,000 Laws the profession, trade, occupation, or F
§600.6023(1) | businessinwhich the personis principally
engaged.”
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Mich. Comp.
H::::Ix)c:?th $1,000 Laws § Earmarked exemption. F
9 600.6023(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MINNESOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
Minn. Stat. §§ | the state ($10.59/hour) or federal minimum
Weekly wages of... | $423.60 550.37(13), | wage. It also exempts wages of anyone C
571922 whois, or was within the last 6 months,
eligible for public assistance.

$480,000

($1125,000 .

for afarm), Il SEL 5 Thisis more than 100% of the median
A home worth... . 510.01,510.02, g A

adjusted home value in the state.

o 550.37(12)

biennially

for inflation

$5,200

($52,000if

modified for .
A car worth... disability), LAl Sl Earmarked exemption. C

. 550.37(12a)

adjusted

biennially

forinflation

None, but

wages
A bank account ;?(Zr?qlgt after Minn. Stat. § C
worth... T 550.37(13)

20 daysif

traceable.

$11,700
Household Adjusted Minn. Stat. § .
goods worth... biennially 550.37(4) Earmarked exemption. C

for inflation.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




MISSISSIPPI

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Miss. Code State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 ; 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
Ann. § 85-3-4 -
minimum wage.
Miss. Code N , .
A home worth... $75,000 Ann. § 85-3- ;I;]helzlts;ee et anHvElE D
21,85-3-1(d) '
. The only exemption available for a car
A car worth... $9,000 AMISS' ggfdse_ 1 is a$10,000 wildcard.* This uses all but C
b $1,000 of the wildcard.
. This uses the remaining $1,000 of the
A bank account Miss. Code . i T .
worth... $1,000 Ann. § 85-31 WI|dC?rd, which can be applied to “cash on C
hand.
. If the wildcard is used to protect a $9,000
H::::h(::dth N?)tect'on Ah:fzggfj; 1 car and $1000 in a bank account, nothing F
g worth... pr : ’ will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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MISSOURI

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of wages for head
Mo. Rev. Stat. | of family. Calculation assumes 40 hours
PTG, | S §525.030 | at state minimum wage ($12/hour). Also C
allows reduction in case of hardship.
Mo. Rev. Stat. | Thisis 7% of the median home value in the
A home worth... $15,000 §513475 | state F
This combines an earmarked exemption of
Mo.Rev. Stat. | $3,000 with a $600 general wildcard,* an
§§513.430(1) | additional $1,250 wildcard that is available
LA $5.550 (3), )(5), to adebtor whois the head of a household, c
513440 and two exemptions of $350 that are
available for each dependent child.
None, but .
If the wildcards are used to protect a
wages . )
$5,550 car, nothing will be left to protect a
A bank account appear
th i ; bank account. However, Inre Arnold, 193 C
worth... 0 'emat“”ﬂ B.R. 897 (Bankr. W.D. Mo. 1996), holds that
exem'? L wages on deposit remain protected.
deposit
Household Mo. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... ey §513.430(1)(1) | E&rmarkedexemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




MONTANA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

State protects just the federal minimum,
Mont.Code | 75% of wages or 30 times federal

Weekly wages of... | $298.50 Ann. § 25- minimum wage. Percentage calculation D
13-614 assumes 40 hours at state minimum wage
($9.95/hour).
Mont. Code . o ,
Ahomeworth.. | $378560 | Ann.§§70-32- Ig:f’]'esvrgﬂflah;';ggts ST A
101,70-32-104 ’
Mont. Code
A car worth... $4,000 Ann. §25- Earmarked exemption. D
13-609(2)
None, but
protects
Abank account earnings B CIE D
Ann. § 25-13- C
worth... for 45 days
) 610(2), (3)
after receipt
if traceable
LEETIE iszorce)oate- N/Ix%r:'g;:-e Earmarked exemption D
goods worth... ggregate; ' ption.

$1250/item 13-609(1)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEBRASKA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 85% of wages for head of
Weekly wages of... | $357 szélgi\égéat' household. Calculation assumes 40 hours D
at state minimum wage ($10.50/hour).
Neb. Rev. . o . .
Ahomeworth..  [$60000 | State§§40- | o ooeofthemedanhomevaluein D
101,40-102 '

$10,940 (to

be adjusted

igisten N80 e St This combines an earmarked exemption of
S everyfive | §§251556(4). | o5 970 with $4.970 of a $5,970 wildcard.” B

years 25-1552

beginning

in2023)

$1,000.

Wages
A bank account exempt for e iz Cie This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of

§§ 251552, ! C
worth... 60 days the wildcard.
251560

from start of

proceeding.

$3,582

(adjusted
Household fe?/re:?;lfeil\t/lg " 50 re il Earmarked exemption D
goods worth... §25-1556(4) '

years

beginning

in2023)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




NEVADA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Weekly wagesof... | $369 §§21.090(1) . ge. 9 D
(9), 31.295.2 calculation assumes 40 hours at state
9), 91299 minimum wage ($11.25/hour).
Nev. Rev.Stat. | This is more than 100% of the median
i $605,000 §115.010 home value in the state. A
Nev. Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $15,000 §21.090()() Earmarked exemption. A
This makes use of a $400 self-executing
A bank account N e St protection, plus a $10,000 wildcard.*
$10,400 §8§ 21.090(1)(q) " . A
worth... ), (2), 21105 In addition, wages remain exempt after
\2) el deposit.
Household Nev. Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $12,000 §21.090(1)(b) Earmarked exemption. B

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

© 2023 National Consumer Law Center NCLC.ORG No Fresh Start 2023




NEW HAMPSHIRE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
N.H.Rev. Stat. | State protects 50 times the federal
Weekly wages of... | $362.50 Ann.§512:21 | minimum wage. D
N.H. Rev. Stat. | Thisis 31% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $120,000 AnN.§4804 | the state. D
This combines an earmarked exemption
of $10,000 with a $1,000 general
wildcard.* In addition, a second wildcard
N.H.Rev. consists of up to $7,000 of certain unused
Stat. Ann.§ | exemptions. If the debtor does not use
PR $15000 511:2(XVI), the $5,000 exemption for tools of the A
(XVII) trade, that amount will be available for
this second wildcard. If the debtor uses
$4,000 of this second wildcard, a car
worth $15,000 can be protected.
A bank account NI 22 This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
worth $1,000 L AL the second wildcard ’ c
511:2 (XVII) '
N.H. Rev. Stat.
gzl $3,500 Ann.§511:2(l) | Earmarked exemption. D
goods worth... to (VI). (XX)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEW JERSEY

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of wages if under
N.J. Stat. Ann. | 250% of poverty. Calculation assumes
RESIEEEIE, | SR §2A:17-56 | 40 hours at state minimum wage ($14.13/ C
hour).
Ahome worth A F
protection
N.J. Stat. Ann. | The only exemption available for a caris a
LG wligog §2A1719 | $1,000 wildcard* for all personal property. F
A bank account No N.J. Stat. Ann. F
worth... protection § 2A:17-19
Household N.J. Stat. Ann. .
goodsworth... $1,000 5A.06-4 Earmarked exemption. F

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NEW MEXICO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40 times
Weekly wages of... | $480 N.l\g.385tit2.:°\7nn. the highest applicable minimum wage. C
State minimum wage is $12/hour.
N.M. Stat. Ann. | Thisis 62% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $160000 | o100 T C
This combines an earmarked exemption
N.M. Stat. Ann. | of $10,400 with $4,600 of a $15,000
A car worth... $15,000 §§42-1041, | personal property wildcard* thatis A
4210-10 available to a debtor who does notown a
homestead.
A bank account N.M. Stat. Ann. $2400 ofasecond $15’(.)00 il
th $2,400 § 42101 may be used for a depository or B
worti... investment account
Uses $75,000 earmarked exemption for
household goods and furnishings, plus
Household $85.400 N.M. Stat. Ann. | the remaining $10.400 of the $15,000 B
goods worth... ’ § 424101 personal property wildcard* thatis
available for a person who does not claim a
homestead.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.

No Fresh Start 2023 NCLC.ORG © 2023 National Consumer Law Center




NEW YORK

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 90% of gross wages, or 30
times the federal or state minimum wage
($15/hour for large employersin NYC, less
NY.CPLR. for sm_a_ll employers and other Iocgtions).
In addition, state does not allow seizure of
§5231;NY. . .
Weekly wages of... | $450 Soc. Serv the wages of a person who receives public C
: ’ assistance, or would be qualified to receive
Law §137-a public assistance if the amount of the
wage seizure were deducted from their
earnings. Percentage calculation assumes
40 hours at state minimum wage.
$179,975 for
the 10 most
populous
counties,
less for NY.C.PL.R.§§ | Thisis 28% of the median home value in
e other 5206,5253 | those counties. D
counties;
adjusted
triennially
for inflation.
$6,000 NY. CPLR This combines an earmarked exemption
A (adjusted nmmr | Of $4,825 with a wildcard* of $1,175 that is
car worth... o §§5205(a) . C
triennially (8).(9). 5253 available to a debtor who does not use the
for inflation). T homestead exemption.
A self-executing protection for a bank
account containing 240 times the greater
Abank account $3,600 AR S of the federal or state minimum wage. The A
worth... §5222 minimum wage is $15/hour for in the NYC
area, $14.20 in other locations.
Household No dollar NY.CPLR. State protects an extensive Iistl of goods,
§5205(a)(1) | including all stoves, home heating A
E R ETE o cap to(5),5253 | equipment, furniture, and one refrigerator.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NORTH CAROLINA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages N.C.Gen.
DB exempt. Stat. §1-362 A
$35,000
($6O’OO.O N.C. Gen. Stat. - . .
for certain This is 12% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... §1C-1601(a) F
elderly the state.
- (1), (e)
surviving
spouses)
This combines an earmarked exemption
N.C. Gen. Stat. )
of $3,500 with all but $1,000 of a $5,000
A carworth... $7.500 § 1?2_; 6(;))1 (a) wildcard* that is available to a debtor who c
’ does not use the homestead exemption.
N.C.Gen.
sioon | Saisices
A bank account Deposited b 9 | This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of
wages earned ; C
worth... wages also o the wildcard.
rotected within past
P ' 60 days),
1C-1601(a)(2)
Earmarked exemption of $5,000 plus two
Hou:eholdth $7000 Ni%_%e(;' (S;[?i') exemptions of $1,000 (one for each of two D
gooas worin... § e dependent children).

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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NORTH DAKOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

N.D. Cent. State protects 75% of wages or 40 times

Weekly wages of... | $330 Code § the federal minimum wage, plus $20 per D
32-091-03 | dependent.

N.D. Cent. i an , :

A home worth... $150,000 Code§ Thisis 62% of the median home value in c
the state.
4748-01
N.D. Cent. This combines an earmarked exemption
Code §§28- | of $10,000 with $5,000 of a $7,500

PR $15000 22-031(1), (2), | wildcard* thatis available to the head of a A

28-22-05 household.

N.D. Cent. This makes use of $3,000 of a $25,000
A bat?‘k account | 43000 Code§28- | wildcard* thatisavailabletoapersonwho | A
worth... 22-031(1) does not claim ahomestead.

N.D. Cent. . .
Household $24,500 Code § 28- This makes use of the remainder of the B
goods worth... 20-031(1) two wildcards.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OHIO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
OhioRew. 75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... | $303 Code Ann.§ | minimum wage. Percentage calculation D
2329.66(A)(13) | assumes 40 hours at state minimum wage
($1010/hour).
$161,375 .
(adjusted OBV s 79% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... - Code Ann. B
triennially the state.
, ; §2329.66
for inflation)
$4,450 Ohio Rev.
(adjusted Code Ann. §§ .
A car worth... triennially 232966(A)(2), Earmarked exemption. D
for inflation) 2329.661(B)
$550 Ohio Rev.
A bank account (adjusted Code Ann.§§ ,
worth... triennially | 232966(A)(3), | FAMarked exemption. D
for inflation) 2329.661(B)
$14,875
aggregate, Ohio Rev.
Household g?i(t)em Code Ann. §§ Earmarked exemption B
goods worth... s 2329.66(A)(4), '
. . 2329.661(B)
triennially
for inflation)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OKLAHOMA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Okla. Stat. State protects just the federal minimum,
Ann,, tit. 12, 75% of wages or 30 times the federal
Weekly wagesof... | $217.50 §11711;1it. 31 | minimum wage, but judge can protect D
§§1(18),11 more in case of hardship.
No dollar
cap, except
that urban
homestead
is capped
at $5,000 Okla.Stat. Ann. |, . .
A home worth... if loss than tit. 31,65 1,2 Limit on number of acres, but no dollar cap. A
75% of
parcelis
used as
principal
residence.
Okla. Stat. Ann. .
A car worth... $7,500 tit, 31,§ 1(13) Earmarked exemption. C
None, but
A bank account \c,jveap(;sslted Okla. Stat. Ann. C
worth... ge tit. 31,§1(18)
remain
exempt.
Household No dollar Okla. Stat. Ann. | All household furniture, including a A
goods worth... cap tit. 31,§1(3), (6) | personal computer.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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OREGON

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects the greater of 75% of
Or.Rev.Stat. | wages or $254/week. Calculation
Weekly wagesof... | $463.50 §18.385 assumes 40 hours at state minimum wage c
($15.45/hour).
$40,000
A home worth (joint Or.Rev. Stat. | Thisis 9% of the median home value in the F
debtors §18.395 state.
$50,000)
Or.Rev. Stat. .
A car worth... $3,000 §18.345(1)(a) Earmarked exemption. D
$400.In
addition,
wages
Abank account remain Or.Rev.Stat. | No earmarked exemption, but $400
worth exempt §818.345(1) | wildcard* may be used for bank account, C
ort... in bank (p), 18.348 and deposited wages remain exempt.
account, up
t0 $7,500, if
traceable.
Household Or.Rev. Stat. .
goods worth... $3,000 §18.345(1)(f) Earmarked exemption. D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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PENNSYLVANIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages 42 Pa.Cons. | Aserious gap in Pennsylvania's protection
Weekly wages of... | exempt for Stat. Ann. of wages is an exception for certain claims A
most debts §8127 arising from residential leases.
42Pa.Cons. | A$300 wildcard* can be applied to home,
A home worth... $300 Stat. Ann. representing 0% of the median home F
§8123 value in the state.
42lPe.Coms, The only exemption available for a caris
A car worth... $300 Stat.Amn. | 4 o200 wildoard, F
§ 8123
Abank account No 42Pa.Cons. | Ifthe W|IQCard.|s used to protecta $300
worth protection Stat. Ann. car, nothing will be left to protect a bank F
§8123 account.
Household No 42Pa.Cons. | Ifthe wildcardis used to protecta
oods worth rotection Stat. Ann. $300 car, nothing will be left to protect F
9 P §8123 household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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PUERTORICO

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times federal
Weekly wages of... | $255 Pt? é‘; wsﬁ’-;ng " | minimum wage, but percentage D
it.32,§ calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($8.50/hour).
No dollar PR.Laws Ann.
A home worth... cap tit. 31,§ 1858 A
No cap
!‘]::cc;)irslizered L
A car worth... ; Ann.1it. 32, § A
the working 130(4)(a)
tool of its
owner.”
None, but Statute protects 75% of the debtor’s
deposited wages earned within past 30 days if
VAV':;':"‘ Beceil wages tizéeg‘ﬁ?’g‘(% debtor submits affidavit showing that the C
may be L. o<, wages are necessary for the use of the
protected. debtor’'s dependent family.
Household No dollar PR. !_aws Necessary household furn|’_[ure, plus _
oods worth cap Ann.tit. 32, § capped earmarked exemptions for certain A
9 130(2),(14) | appliances.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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RHODE ISLAND

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects just the federal minimum,
75% of wages or 30 times federal
= G L minimum wage, but percentage
Weekly wages of... | $390 ’ § 9—26— 4 calculation assumes 40 hours at state D
minimum wage ($13/hour). Also prohibits
wage seizure for one year after receipt of
public assistance.
A home worth i?on?ffc):ggt R.l. Gen.Laws | Thisis more than 100% of the median A
gnific §9-26-41 home value in the state.
exceptions)
R.l. Gen.Laws .
A car worth... $12,000 §9-26-4(13) Earmarked exemption. B
A bank account
500
worth... $ o
Household R..Gen.Laws .
goods worth... $9,600 §9-26-4(3) Earmarked exemption. C

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
llaEs S.C Code Ann.
Weekly wages of... exempt §§15-39-410, A
P 15-39-420
$67100
(multiple
owners S.C.Code . . .
Thisis 26% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $134,175; Ann.§15-41- | D
updated 30(A)(1), (B)
biennially
for inflation)
This combines a $6,700 earmarked
SC.Code exemption with a $6,700 wildcard*
T a1=_q4. | €x€mption thatis available to the
Acarworth... $13400 ggr(]g(g ?'71) extent that the debtor does not use the B
’ homestead exemption or certain other
exemptions.
SC.Code This makes use of a $6,700 exemption for
A bank account $6.700 An.n § 15-41- cash or liquid assets that is available to a A
worth... ’ 3 O A)5) debtor who does not use the homestead
exemption.
Household Sty
oods worth $5,375 Ann.§15-41- | Earmarked exemption. D
9 30(A)(3)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
S.D. Codified | State protects 80% of wages, or 40
Weekly wages of... | $482 Laws § times the federal or state minimum wage C
21-18-51 ($10.80/hour), plus $25 per dependent.
No dollar S.D. Codified
A home worth... ca Laws §§43- | Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap. A
P 311t043-31-4
o The only exemption available for a caris
Acarworth e S'DLSVf/’:ged a$7,000 wildcard" thatis available to the c
’ 43-45-4 head of a family. This uses all but $1,000 of
e the wildcard.
S.D. Codified
ETH SE I $1,000 Laws § This uses the remainder of the wildcard. C
worth...
43-45-4
If the wildcard is used to protect a $6,000
H::::r\:\z:?th Nrootection car and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing F
g P will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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TENNESSEE

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Weekly wages of... | $222.50 Ann.§§ 26-2- 96, puS $2.ou P D
week for each dependent child under age
106, 26-2-107 16
$35,000if
supporting
minor child, LB CeEs Thisis 12% of the median home valuein
A home worth... . Ann.§ 26- F
orifboth the state.
2-301
owners over
age 62
Tenn.Code | The only exemption available for a car
A car worth... $9,000 Ann. § 26- isa $10,000 wildcard.* This uses all but C
2103 $1,000 of the wildcard.
A bank account e, Coe
$1,000 Ann.§26- | This uses the remainder of the wildcard. C
worth...
2103
If the wildcard is used to protect a $9,000
H::::r\:\z:?th Nrootection car and $1,000 in a bank account, nothing F
g P will be left to protect household goods.

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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TEXAS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Allwages Tex. Prop.
Weekly wagesof... | gt Code Ann. A
P § 42,001
Tex. Const. art.
A home worth... Nl 16,8 50; Tex. Limit on number of acres but no dollar cap A
cap Prop. Code
§41.002
Tex. Prop. A wildcard* of $100,000 for a family
A car worth... $15,000 Code Ann.§§ | ($50,000 for asingle adult) is available. A
42.001,42.002 | This uses $15,000 of the wildcard.
A bank account No No garmarked exemption. The wildcard
th protection applies only to personal property and F
worth... cannot be used to protect a bank account.
Tex. Prop. . .
H::ds:r‘:ztrith $85.000 Code Ann. §§ \Illﬂg,cl;s;(ejs the remaining $85,000 of the B
9 42.001,42.002 '

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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UTAH

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Utah Code State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 Ann.§70C- | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
7-103(2) minimum wage.
$48,700
(multiple
owners,
$90,200; to Utah Code P . .
A home worth... be updated Ann. §78B- This is 10% of the median home valuein F
. : the state.
for inflation 5-503
annually,
startingon
12/31/2019).
Utah Code
Acar worth... $3,000 Ann.§78B- | Earmarked exemption. D
5-506(3)
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Utah Code
Household Ann. §§78B- .
goods worth... $4,000 5-505, Earmarked exemption. D
78B-5-506

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VERMONT

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

For debt arising from consumer credit
transaction, state protects 85% of wages
Vi.Stat. Ann. | or 40 times federal minimum wage; C
tit. 12,§ 3170 | more if debtor shows need. Percentage
calculation assumes 40 hours at state
minimum wage ($1318/hour).

Weekly wages of... | $44812

Vt.Stat. Ann. | Thisis 46% of the median home valuein
Ahome worth... $125,000 275101 | the state. D
This combines an earmarked exemption
Vit Stat of $2,500 with a $400 wildcard* and a
e second wildcard of up to $7,000 that is
A car worth... $9,900 2@2C§I(t1)1%7)§ available to the extent that the debtor does c
’ not use the exemptions for tools of the
trade, growing crops, and certain others.
vAv:ftrrI\k Scest $700 Earmarked exemption. D
Household Vt. Stat. Ann.
goods worth $2,500 tit. 12, §2740(8) | Earmarked exemption. D
to (14)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VIRGIN ISLANDS

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Thejurisdiction protects 90% of wages.
Weekly wages of... | $378 thl tC5O %efégn. Calculation assumes 40 hours at state D
" minimum wage ($10.50/hour).
V..Code Ann. | Thisis 75% of the median home value in
Ahome worth... $300,000 it5,5478 | thestate. B
No
Acar worth... orotection F
A bank account No F
worth... protection
$3,000
Household (if debtor V..Code Ann. Earmarked exemption D
goods worth... is head of tit. 5,§479(3) e
household)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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VIRGINIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
State protects 75% of wages or 40
times the federal or state ($12.00/hour)
Va.Code Ann. | minimum wage. If household income
Weekly wages of... | $480 §§34-29(a), | doesnotexceed $1,750/month, the state C
34-4.2 provides an additional exemption of $34/
week for one dependent child, $52/week
for two, and $66/week for three or more.
Earmarked
exemption
of $25,000,
plusa
wildcard
consisting of
Ahome worth igggoer;lus Va.Code Ann. | Thisis8%of the medianhome valueinthe | =
P §§34-4,34-41 | state.
dependent
(additional
amounts
forelders
and certain
disabled
veterans)
This combines an earmarked exemption
Va.Code of $6,000 with all but $1,000 of a wildcard*
ACEIT ST Ann.§34-4 | consisting of $5,000 plus $500 per B
dependent.
A bank account $1000 Va.Code This makes use of the remaining $1,000 of C
worth... ’ Ann.§34-4 | the wildcard.
Household Va.Code Ann. .
goods worth... $5,000 §34-26(4g) | Cormarkedexemption D

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WASHINGTON

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
For consumer debts, the state protects
Wash. Rev. 80% of disposable earnings or 35 times
Weekly wages of... | $550.90 Code § the state minimum wage ($15.74/hour); C
6.27150 otherwise, 75% of wages or 35 times state
minimum wage.
$125,000
or county Wash. Rev.
median Code §§ Thisis 100% of the median home value in
Shoneleats sale price, 613.010, the state. A
whichever 6.13.030
is greater.
Wash. Rev.
Code § .
A car worth... $15,000 615.010(1) Earmarked exemption. A
(d) (i), (iii)
This makes use of $2,000 of a $3,000
Wash. wildcard. (The statute allows up to $2,000
A bank account $2.000 Rev. Code of the wildcard to be applied to a bank B
worth... ’ §615.010(1) | accountinthe case of consumer debits;
(d)(ii) $1,000 of this amount is a self-executing
protection).
$7,500 L.EE
Household a ’ reqate Rev. Code Earmarked exemption of $6,500 plus the D
goods worth... ggregale. | <615010(1) | remaining $1,000 of the wildcard.
$750/item @0

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WEST VIRGINIA

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
W.Va. Code State protect_s 50% of wages or 50 times
§§38-5A- the federal minimum wage. More can be
Weekly wages of... | $362.50 3 38-5A-6 exempted in case of hardship if debt arises D
4’ BA-043 O’ from consumer credit sale, consumer
il lease, or consumer loan

$5,000 for

parent or

married

person VR OBES | e b s ottt medlen emevelus e
Ahome worth... §§38-91 F

($7,500 state.

, t0 38-9-3

for certain

medical

debts)

This combines an earmarked exemption
Acar worth... $6000 | go'o oSS | 0185000 withawidcard: of $1000 thatis
a)tl, available to the head of a household.

vAv:;glf.account $1,100 \évgg_g_?a? Earmarked exemption.
Household WVa.Code § .
goods worth... $8,000 38-81(a)(2) Earmarked exemption. C

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WISCONSIN

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE

The federal poverty amount, based on
family size, is exempt. Wage seizure can B
also be reduced in case of hardship.

Wis. Stat. §§

Weekly wages of... | $577 812.34, 812,38

Wis. Stat. This is 30% of the median home value in

Ahome worth... $75,000 §81520 | thestate. D
Wis. Stat. § .

A car worth... $4,000 81518(3)(9) Earmarked exemption. D

A bank account Wis. Stat. § ,

worth... $5,000 81518(3)(K) Earmarked exemption. A

Housshold $12,000 HIE SELE Earmarked exemption B

goods worth... ’ 81518(3)(d) '

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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WYOMING

A person who is supporting two children and working
full-time at minimum wage can preserve...

AMOUNT CITATION DETAILS GRADE
Wyo. Stat. Ann. | State protects just the federal minimum,
Weekly wages of... | $217.50 §§1-15-408, | 75% of wages or 30 times the federal F
1-15-511 minimum wage.
Wyo. Stat. Ann. | _ . . . ,
Ahomeworth..  [$100000 | §§t-20-01 | e SHeofihemedanhomevaluein D
t01-20-104 |
Wyo. Stat.
A car worth... $5,000 Ann.§1-20- | Earmarked exemption. C
106(a)(iv)
A bank account No F
worth... protection
Wyo. Stat.
H::::r\:\z:?th $4,000 Ann.§8§1-20- | Earmarked exemption. D
& 106(a) i)

*A “wildcard” is an exemption that is not limited to a particular category of property, but can be used to protect items of the
debtor’s choice.

This summary and those for other jurisdictions are based on state exemption laws, other than those that apply only in
bankruptcy court. It assumes that, if the state allows a “wildcard” exemption, the debtor will use it, or most of it, first to
protect a car up to $15,000, then to protect a bank account up to $3,000, and then any remainder to protect household
goods. As of 2023, the federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
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